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CHAP.     XV. 

CHILD'S  DISTRESS HIS  GREAT  SENSI. 

BILITY. 

FROM  a  mind  nurfed  in  the  lap 
of  fimplicity,  from  a  long  and 
uninterrupted  tr:.in  of  virtuous  princi- 
ples operating  upon  the  heart  of  a  youth 
naturally  prone  to  imbibe  ihe  foftell 
impreffions,  from  a  tendernefs  of  fym- 
pathy  that  could  urge  hiin  to  reprobate 
in  iuch  ftrong  terms  the  common  recrea- 
VoL.  II.  B  tions 
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tions  of  life,  and  caufe  him  to  expofc 
himfelf  to  the  feoffs  of  the  hunter  and 
the  angler^  by  a  ferious  attack  upon  the 
cruelty  exerclfed  in  thofe  amufements, 
what  can  be  expedted  from  his  prefent 
ruminations  upon  the  fevere  farcafms 
thrown  at  the  human  race,  which  he 
had  been  a  witnefs  to  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  from  a  fet  of  men 
whom  he  had  been  previoufly  led,  by 
the  character  he  had  heard  of  them,  to 
confider  as  oracles  ?— What  can  pof- 
fibly  be  devifed  in  animated  profe,  or 
heroic  verf^,  or  rather  in  the  foporific 
dreams  of  the  elegiac  mufe,  to  equal  in 
apt  defcription  the  mortifications  and 
difappointments  of  our  hero?  Mor- 
tifications and  difappointments  ftill  more 
cruel,  as  they  arofe  from  the  exercife 
of  all  his  powers  in  an  imaginajy  dif- 
play  of  blifs  ineffable;  in  an  ardent 
prepoffeffing  opinion  playing  upon  his 
fancy,  in  favour  of  mankind,  that  he 
fiiould  meet  with  nothing  in  a  larger 

circle 
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ci<rcle  of  his  acquaintance  with  men 
and  their  manners,  but  an  enchanting 
increafe  of  that  harmony  of  fouls,  and 
congeniality  of  manners,  which  he  had 
fo  long  been  a  happy  fharer  of  in  his 
confined  acquaintance,  with  his  parents 
and  his  friend  the  parfoii.  What  cm 
be  fiippofed  to  be  his  thoughts  upon 
the  narrow  principles  of  the  rich,  which 
he  had  not  only  heard  of,  from  cha- 
rafters  defcribed,  but  had  C^^tri)  from  a 
fiigrant  inftance  of  the  truth  of  thofc 
charaders,  in  the  perfon  and  behaviour 
of  old  Barehonci — a  chara6t\^r  which 
was  exhibited  before  his  eyes  in  the 
mod  {5Swerfui  light  of  conviftion,  and 
fuperior  in  depravity  to  all  tiiat  had 
been  fiid  of  the  feln-(h  vi-ews  of  the 
affluent? — Added  to  all  rhis,  what  rnuft 
the  humane  Fhilo  think  of  th^t  neglecl, 
which,  from  the  accounts  he  had  hea:d 
of  the  matter,  poor  Crazy  Tom  had 
CKperienced  among  a  fociety  of  hum  m 
beings — of  fivr.ges  whom  no  fprighr- 
B  2  iinefs. 
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linefs,  or  harmlefs  animated  foolery, 
could  charm,  or  draw,  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  munificence,  a  fmall  weekly 
pittance  to  keep  him  from  ftarving, 
and  from  exhibiting  to  open  view  in 
their  ftreets,  an  inftance  of  their  dreadful 
inattention  to  the  mifery  of  a  fellow 
creature  ? 

If  it  be  poffible  to  add  ftill  more  to 
the  diftrefs  of  our  herOy  under  the  above 
confiderationSj  it  was  increafed  by  the 
untimely  fate cf  poor  l^om-,  a  cataftrophe 
the  more  fliocking  to  Fhiloj  as  at  the 
very  inilant  he  heard  of  it,  he  had  com- 
pleated  a  plan  in  his  own  mind,  to 
maintain  the  poor  fellow  at  his  own 
expence  for  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
and  to  fend  him  the  next  morning  under 
a  fafe  guard  as  a  prefent  to  his  friend 
the  par/on. 

Wild  as  this  iaft  projedl  was,  it  had 
engaged  our  rambler's,  attention  fo  much, 

that 
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that  from  the  firfl:  moment  he  faw  the 
fhattered  plight  of  Tom's  habiliaments, 
and  intelle6ls,  and  heard  his  whimlical 
manner  of  defcribing  things,  he  lod,  in 
this  fcheme  of  private  b^ncvolenrr, 
the  ardour  of;  his  vmind  'which  he  dif- 
covered  in  his  former  atcempts  to  repel 
the  efforts  of  facire  upon  fociecy  at  large, 
and  went  away  with  Mr.  Napkin  with- 
out uttering  a  fyllable,  and  retired  to 
his  bed  overwhelmed  wiih  grief,  difap- 
pointment,  and  difmay. 
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CHAP.     XVI. 


PHILO.  PURSUES-  HIS  RAMBLE— SEVERAL 
OCCURRENCES,    SCENES,    AND    CHA- 
RACTERS. 


F  T  E  R  a  ttjrbiilent  night  of  dif- 
traded  dreams  of  diftrefs,  friend- 
kfs  appn.ritions  of  defpair,  and  the 
fiendlike  operations  of  the  fancied  in- 
fernals  that  plague  the  mind  of  a  man 
opprefled  with  grief  and  mflancholy, 
during  the  hours  allotted  by  nature  for 
his  reft  and  calm  repofe,  aur  hero  arofe 
quite  terrified  and  alarmed.  He  had 
never,  during  the  courfe  of  h!s  days,, 
experienced  a  night  of  fuch  terrific 
objefls  prefcnting  thcmfelves  to  his 
imagination.-— He  had  never  been  a 
witnefs  to  a  calamity  like  that  which 

had 
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had  happened  to  Crazy  Tom  the  former 
evening;  the  untimely  fate  of  that  poor 
fellow,  confequently,  prefled  upon  the 
fenfibility  of  our  hero  in  a  proportionate 
degree  to  the  novelty  of  the  cafe:  and 
as  young  minds,  not  debauched  by  a 
regular  procefs  of  riot  and  inattention 
to  fuch  objeds  of  confideration,  are 
more  powerfully  alFedled  by  them  than 
even  the  wifeft  moral  philofophers  upon 
earth,  it  is  from  no  poverty  of  the 
talents  for  defcription,  to  fay  at  once,  that 
his  feelings,  upon  this  occafion,  were 
too  ftrong  to  be  defcribed. 

May,  with  her  fine  renovating  pro- 
lific powers,  had  by  this  time  fiuflied 
into  verdure  the  gay  afTemblage  of  the 
woods  and  the  groves  in  a  foliage  as 
fprightly,  and  as  animating  to  a  mind 
like  our  hero's^  as  it  ever  was  to  the 
moft  fanciful  poets  of  ancient  or  modern 
itory,  in  whofe  works  the  beauties  of 
the  fpring,  and  the  firfl  approaches  of 
B  4  the 
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the  fummer,  are  magnified,  if  it  be 

poflible,    by  the   efforts    of   a    warm 

imagination,  into  fcenes  of  ineffable 
delights. 

Philoj  in  confequence  of  his  trouble- 
fbme  night's  deep,  was  up  early  in  the 
morning,  and,  as  he  had  adjufted  every 
thing  with  Mr.  Napkin  the  day  before, 
he  plunged  himfelf,  with  his  man  Sturdy, 
who  had  had  previous  orders  to  be 
ready,  into  the  fields  leading  to  the  large 
town  he  was  going  to,  foon ,  after  the 
appearance  of  the  glorious  Apollo> 
who  difplayed  himfelf,  on  this  occafion, 
in  all  the  mighty  magnitude  of  his  re- 
fulgent powers  and  grandeur. 

-  No  fooner  had  our  hero  got  out  of 
the  town,  which  had  to  him  been  the 
feat  only  of  difappointment  and  forrow, 
than,  looking  towards  the  flaming  fource 
ofall  our  joys  and  comforts,  the  sun, 
he  adverted  to  his  firft  doubts  and  fears 

refpecting 
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refpe6ling    the    reception    he    poiTibly 
might  meet  with  among  mankind,  and 
began    to    feel    a    confolation    llirring 
within   his  breaft,   in  the   pleafurcs  he 
always   could  rclifn,    and   which   were 
inexhauftible,  that  arofe  from  his  paf- 
fionate  fondnefs  for  green  fields,  woods, 
lawns,  rivers,  purLng  Itreams,  and  mea- 
dows, with  all  their  charming  adjuncts 
of  flowers  and  fmgingbiids. — He  look- 
ed with   a  penfive  kmd  of  tranfport  at 
the  lurroundin^  rural  Irenes,  which  was 
caufed  t)y    the    meh.nchcly   reflcdlions 
that  preiTed  upon  his  fancy,   and  which 
were*  pufhed  into  his  mind  by  his  late 
difagrecable   entertainment  among  the 
old  gentlemen  at  their  club.    He  iiften- 
ed  to  the  fprightly  fongs  of  the  feathered 
tribes,    among  whom   no   enmity,   no 
.complaints,    nor   no    grievances    were 
heard,  fave  the  fv/cet  contentions  and 
the    animating   raptures  of  Uve.      He 
liftened   o  the  *^  pafiion  of  the  graves." 
until  Delia  the /quire's  daughter,  and  his 
B  5  friend 
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friend  the  parfotty  touched  the  tender 
firings  of  his  heart,  and  lulled  the  per- 
turbations of  his  mind  into  that  foft 
and  kindly  repofe,  which  a  man  of 
fenfibility  feels  when  he  retires  from  the 
croud  to  the  country ;  when  his  thoughts 
are  turned  from  the  buftl'e  and  folly  of 
the  multitude,  to  the  contemplation  of 
the  works  of  nature,  and  tPie  dearefl  of 
her  Tons  and  daughters* 

Phflo  mufed  away  his  tirnc,  as  fie 
walked  along,  with  the  view  of  a  fine 
country,  and  the  various  agitations  of 
his  mind,  which,  every  now  and  ther^ 
were  excited  by  many  refl'e(5lions  upon- 
his  late  adventtrres,  and  their  operation- 
upon  Kis  hopes  and  fears  refpecling  h\& 
future  prof,  efts  of  happinefs  or  mifery 
in  th-e  prcfecunon  of  his  ramhk,  until 
he  arrived  at  a  public  houf^  upon  the 
road,  ten  miles  from  the  place  which 
he  had  left  in  the  morning,  and  where 
Ik  found  a  good  breakfaft  of  tea  and 

cofFeej. 
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coffee,  and  the  opportunity  of  ftepping 
into  a  returned  poft-chaife,  to  convey 
him  and  his  nnan  Siurdy,  without  any 
farther  fatigue  or  trouble,  to  the  large 
and  populous  town  which  was  to  be 
the  fcene  of  his  next  effay  among  man- 
kind. 

He  had  no  fooner  got  into  the  chaife, 
and  placed  Siurdy  by  his  fide,  than  he 
perceived  the  horfcs  that  drew  him  to 
be  perfedt  cripples,  and  the  poftillion 
to  ply  them  with  his  whip  and  fpur 
in  a  moft  unmerciful  and  unrelenting 
manner.  He  had  feen  fo  much  of 
horfes  in  a  perfe6l  and  healthful  ftate  of 
body  and  limbs,  as  to  enable  him  to 
note  the  puffed  legs,  fwelled  heels, 
and  contra6led  finews  of  thofe  before 
him,  and  to  be  convinced,  within  his 
own  mind,  that  thofe  maladies  were 
caufed  by  too  great  a  violence  of  ex- 
ertion, and  a  repetition  of  labour  in  the 
horfes  that  was  utterly  fuperior  to, their 
B  6  powers^ — 


12  RAMBLE  OF  PHILO. 

powers. — He  called  to  the  poftillion, 
who  v/as  flogging  the  poor  creatures 
along,  to  flop  and  give  them  a  little 
reft,  or  to  proceed  gently — for  fooner, 
he  faid,  than  they  Ihould  be  hurried 
in  that  manner,  he  would  walk  afoot, 
or  continue  in  the  carriage  until  night. 

To  this  kind  remonftrance  the  poftil- 
lion replied,  that  his  horfes  were  the 
beft  horfes  in  England,  that  they  were 
only  a  little  ftiffon  firft  coming  out  of 
the  ftable,  and  that  if  he  would  give 
h\m  half  a  crown,  extraordinary,  he 
would  make  them  perform  this,  the 
remainder  of  their  day's  work,  which 
'was  now  fifteen  miles,  in  little  better 
than  an  hour. 

Sturdy  was  fo  delighted  with  the 
rapid  motion  of  the  carriage,  which  was 
a  new  fcene  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Philo, 
that  he  was  eafily  led  into  the  belief  of 
the  driver's  affertionSi    and  perfuaded 

his 
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his  mafter  to  let  him  proceed  in  his 
own  way,  To  that  the  poftiilion,  taking 
it  for  granted  he  fhould  get  his  half- 
crown  without  the  punftilio  of  a  pro- 
mife  from  the  gentleman,  fet  off  at 
fuch  a  rate  as  to  put  an  end  to  any 
farther  ideas  of  the  matter,  for  the 
prefent,  but  thofe  which  were  excited 
by  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  flight  through 
-the  country. 

Philo  was  greatly  furprized  to  fee  the 
alteration  which  half  an  hour's  pufhing 
the  hcrfes  on  had  made  in  the  pliancy 
of  their  limbs,  and  in  the  ardour  of 
their  fpirits.  Kte  v/as  amazed  to  find 
how  they  now  foamed  and  fprung  at 
every  ftroke  of  the  driver's,  when  half 
an  hour  ago  they  feemed  to  be  fcarce 
able  to  move  at  all. — He  really,  from 
obferving  the  wonderful  fire  and  ex- 
ertion of  the  horfes,  was  roufed  himfelf 
into  the  fury  of  the  noble  animals,  and 
while  tliey  flew  under  the  driver,  and 

feemed 
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feemed  to  tear  up  the  ground  as  they 
prelTed  forwards  at  an  aftonifhing  rate, 
he  could  not  help  exclaiming,  noble  I 
excellent !  wonderful !  brave  ! — Sturdy, 
alfo,  catching  hold  of  the  animating 
flame,  and  quite  forgetting  his  ufual 
refpeftful  behaviour  towards  his  mafter 
— roared  our  of  a  fudden — huzza!  huz- 
2a!  huzza  ! — The  driver  thinking,  from 
thefe  violent  plaudits,  he  had  got  the 
right  fort  of  folks  to  do  with,  redoubled 
his  diligence  in  pulTiing  the  horfes  to 
the  utmofl:  ftretch  of  ti^eir  fpeed,  and 
immediately  after  he  had  received  the 
loud  applaufe  from  the  ftrong  voice 
of  the  flout  '^turdyj  he  put  the  generous 
creatures  upon  the  full  gallop,  and 
con'inued  fo  until  he  was  Hopped  by  a 
long  and  deep  hill  on  his  way. 

Our  hero's,  flights  of  imagination,  and 
his  exhilarating  triumph  on  being  mov- 
ed fo  rapidly  through  the  country, 
"were  now  funk  to  a  depreflion  of  fpirits, 

and 
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and  a  dejedion  of  mind,  which  quite 
obliterated  thofe  temporary  joys  he  had 
felt  before. — He  found,  upon  the  pollil- 
lion's  ftopping  his  horfes,  the  dreadful 
effefts  their  paft  violent  exertion  had 
had  upon  their  ftrength,  and  their  capa- 
bility of  proceeding  any  farther  in  that 
manner,  without  injuring  them  in  a 
very  materi.;!  degree,  or  totjllv,  for  the 
prefenr,  according  to  the  jocky  phrafe, 
knocking  them  up.  He  beheld,  wirh 
great  p 'in,  the  difficulty  the  poor  crea- 
tures were  under,  merely  to  drag  the 
chaife  up  the  hill. — He  looked  upon 
their  fwelled  veins,  and  the  clotted 
fweat,  mingled  with  the  dull  and  fplafh- 
ings  from  the  puddled  brooks  upon  the 
road,  with  a  compaffion  that  was  natural 
to  him.  Heobferved  their  fhort  quick 
pantings,  which  puffed  up  their  flanks, 
and  fled  in  unremitting  fl:reams  of  va- 
pour from  their  diftendcd  nofi:rils,  with 
Ihame  and  conrrition. — He  took  par- 
ticular notice  of  the  tremulous  motion 

of 
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of  their  tales,  the  certain  indication  of 
their   exhaufted    powers,    and    was    fo 
hurt  at  the  cruelty,  or,  perhaps,  need- 
lefTnt-fSj  of  the  driver,  w'i<>  flogged  and 
ii)urred  the  horfcs  on  without  troubling 
his  he:-d   with     ny   of  th  fe  fi  ns   and 
tok  ns  ':f  t  r  r   bem-^  tired   which  had 
harrafT  d  our  hero's  mind  fo  much,  chat 
bef  re  :  e  wis  wih  •n'^.nite  labour  drawn 
by  the  opprefled   and  willin-^^  creatures 
half  v.av  to  the  fuiTmit  of  the  hill,  he 
jum-  erl  oil'  of  the  carriage,   and,   pre- 
fenring  half  a  :ro^'  n  to  the  driver,   he 
told  him  he  gave  him  that  for  his  defire 
of  plea^ng  him;  but  he  was  fo  far,  he 
faid,  from  beino:  of  fuch  a  cruel  dif- 
pofition  as  tori-quire  of  him  to  ruin  his 
horfcs  by  ir,    f.ai  he  would  walk  to  the 
town  he  was  goirgto,  and  trouble  him 
no  farther  with  his  weight,   nor  that  of 
-his  fervant's.     He   j)rcfrc-d   the  fellow, 
•who    wor.c-ered    exceedingly   who    the 
devil  he  had   ept  npan  his  hands,    to 
proceed  for  the  remainder  of  his  jour- 
ney 
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iiey  with  great  care  and  tendernefs  to- 
wards two  of  the  moft  noble  of  all  tfie 
animals  of  the  brute  creation  j  a  pair 
of  horfes  that  would  run,  he  faw,  till 
they  dropped  down  dead,  fooner  than 
flinch,  or  fhow  any  figns  of  cowardice 
or  difmay  at  the  (hocking  and  horrible 
efforts  which  they  had  been  put  to. 

The  poftillion  pocketted  his  half- 
crown  with  great  glee,  flared  at  our  hero 
with  much  aflonifhmenr,  winked  at 
Sturdy  with  the  low-bred  farcafm  of  his 
fraternity  in  his  countenance,  and  de- 
parted, no  doubt,  with  infinite  fatif- 
fadion  at  fo  clever  a  bye-job,  and  at  fo 
hen-hearted  a  fimpleton  who  had  given 
him  fo  little  trouble  for  his  pay. 

Philo,  after  having  expreiTed  fome 
tokens  of  his  difapprobation  of  his  man's 
condu6l  in  his  "urging  him  to  let  the 
poflillion  drive  him  fo  faft,  and  fo 
muchj   as    it  had  turned   out,   to   the 

injury 
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injury  of  the  horfes  and  his  own  feel- 
ings, received,  with  great  fubmiffion. 
Sturdy s,  honeft  apology  for  his  miftuken 
notion  of  the  poweis  of  the  poor  crea- 
tures, and  they  walked  on  fo  brifkly, 
and  fo  pleafed  with  the  relief  they  had 
given  to  the*  dillrefied  animals,  that 
they  palltd  the  carri?ge  as  it  moved 
fiowly  up  the  hill,  and  got  fome  miles 
before  it  in  a  very  little  time. 

As  they  were  walking  down  a  fine 
declivity,  they  were,  to  their  utter 
aftonifhment  and  confufion,  overtaken 
by  the  fame  poftillion,  the  fame  horfes, 
and  the  fame  carriage,  with  two  well 
drefied  gentlemen  in  it,  who  paft  by 
them  upon  the  full  gallop,  with  a 
couple  of  fervants  polling  with  led 
horfes  after  them,  in  a.l  the  exultation 
and  triumph  of  a  fuperior  order  of 
beings,  which  is  always  manifefted  by 
thofe  who  feel  themfeives  in  a  more 
exalted  ftyle  of  travelling  to  the  unat- 
tended 
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tended  horfc-pecple,  or  the  foot-paffen- 
gers  upon  the  road. 

As  this  phenomenon  may  alarm  the 
reader  as  much  as  it  did  Pkilo  and  his 
man  Sturdy,  it  may  be  necelTary,  for  the 
fake  of  probability  and  truth,  to  inform 
him  that  the  poftillion  after  having  got 
to  the  fummif  of  the  hill  aforemen- 
tioned, and  given  his  hoifes  fome  hay 
and  fome  water,  and  taken  himfelf  fome 
ale  at  a  public  houfe,  he  was  ordered 
by  two  gentlemen  on  horfeback,  wiio 
had  a  couple  of  fervants  in  their  reti- 
nue, and  who  were  not  of  Philo's,  cafb 
of  temper  to  trouble  their  brains  about 
the  exhaufted  powers  of  pollhorfes,  or 
the  injuries  done  to  fuch  poor  devils, 
to  drive  them  like  hell  and  the  furies 
to  the  town  before  them,  for  the  day 
was  become  fo  hot,  they  faid,  that  they 
were  quite  fick  of  the  fatigue  of  riding 
on  horfeback,  and  were  very  happy  to 

meet 
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meet  with  fuch  an  accidental  relief  from 

their  pain.  .. 

Philoy  thunderftruck  at  this  appa- 
rition, did  not  know  where  he  was,  or 
what  he  was  about,  until  he  was  roufed 
from  his  delirium  by  his  approach  to 
the  end  of  this  his  morning's  ramble; 
when,  recolleiling  himfelf,  and  calling 
for  Sturdy'^  catalogue  of  inns  as  he 
entered  the  town,  he  was  led  by  his 
faithful  fervant  to  the  terrible  fign  of 
the  St.  George  on  horfeback,  wondering 
all  the  way  through  the  ftreets  at  the 
elegancy  of  the  houfes,  and  the  neatnefs 
of  the  fhops,  and,  efpecially,  at  the 
hurry  of  the  people,  and  the  looks  of 
bufinefs  and  cares  which  appeared  in 
their  faces. 

As  in  a  country  village,  or  a  fmall 
town,  the  appearance  of  any  perfon  cue 
of  the  common  way  creates  a  mighty 

buflle 
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buftle  among  the  inhabitants  to  know 
what  the  plague  is  going  forwards,  {o 
m  a  large  town  where  men  are  more 
attached  to  their  own  concerns  in  life 
than  to  the  affairs  of  any  body  elfe,  and 
are  daily  accuftomed  to  novelty,  with 
refpect  to  appearances,  our  hero  and  his 
man  Sturdy,  with  his  wallet  upon  his 
back,  paft  through  the  flreets  to  the 
George  without  any  comments  from  the 
people  upon  his  mode  of  travelling, 
and  he  efcaped  thofe  ludicrous  circum- 
ftances  which  his  former  entrances 
among  mankind  had  created,  and  had 
given  him,  in  the  lafl  place  in  par- 
ticular, fo  much  pain  and  trouble. 

There  was  a  kind  of  doubtful  civility, 
mixed  with  an  afpeclof  curiofity,  in  the 
countenances  of  the  landlord  and  land- 
lady of  the  houfe,  as  well  as  in  the 
opei  aliens  of  the  waiters,  upon  our 
i'£ro'ii  defires  to  be  conducted  to  a  room 
to  himfclf. — They  fcemed  n^^t  to  know 

how 
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how  to  difpofe  of  him,  and  in  the  con- 
fafion  of  their  conceptions  upon  this 
mighty  matter,  they  ufhered  him  into 
a  common  parlour,  the  floor  of  which 
was  covered  with  fand,  and  which,  in 
fad:,  was  the  public  drinking  room  for 
the  afternoon  and  the  evening  of  the 
proficients  of  the  cup  and  the  pp€. 

Extremely  lucky  was  it  for  Philo  that 
he  had  accidentally  fallen  into  the  com- 
panv  of  the  fqftire  and  the  curate  in  the 
couile  of  his  nimble,  as  well  as  his 
family  and  fortune  having  been  known 
to  the  good-natured  hojlefs  of  the  inn 
where  he  met  with  the  above  gentle- 
men, otherwife,  fiom  his  ill-formed 
plan  for  conducting  himfelf  with  credit 
through  the  more  t:oliraed  re:j;ions  of 
fociety,  as  th«  world  goes,  he  would,  at 
this  inftant,  have  been  put  to  a  total 
Hop  with  regard  to  his  future  progrefs, 
and  been  configned  to  the  company  of 
the  comm.on  pc^ople,   and   treated  w!th 

no 
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no  other  refpeft  than  a  flranger  that 
nobody  knew  or  troubled  their  heads 
about. — But  good-fortune,  which,  alas! 
does  but  feldom,  yet  fliould  always 
attend  the  goody  favoured  our  hero  at 
this  moft  interefting  crilis,  and  the 
/quire's  letter  to  the  'suine- merchant y 
fpoken  of  before,  and  the  reconnmen- 
dation  from  the  ho/iefs  to  the  innkeepers, 
as  previouQy  meniioned  to  have  been 
given  to  Sturdy  in  a  catalogue  of  the 
beft  houfes  upon  the  road,  foon  elevated 
our  hero  into  a  man  of  confequence  in 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  family  -,  who 
in  ftricl  conformiiy  to  the  ideas  of  the 
■whole  world  upon  thefe  things,  were 
roufed  ino  a  refpefl:  for  Fhiio  in  pro- 
portion to  the  eftate  he  poITeffed — a 
r«fpe<3:  which  the  intrinfic  merit  of  his 
conduct:  towards  them  and  all  man- 
kind would  noi  have  acquired  throu  ;h- 
cut  a  long  life  fpcnt  in  re.al  a<fl;s  of 
kindnefs,  if  thereto  tiiere  was  not  fuper- 

added 
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added  the  bewitching  confideration  of 
his  being  a  maa  of  property. 

Our  hero  J  on  entering  the  above- 
mentioned  common  parlour,  defired  the 
waiter,  who  was  retiring  from  him 
with  all  the  fupercilious  looks  of  thefe 
lackeys  when  they  think  their  guefts 
don't  cut  an  extraordinary  figure,  and 
there  is  nothing  great  to  be  expetled 
from  them,  to  let  him  know  if  Mr. 
,  the  wine- merch ant f  who  lived,  as 
he  underftood,  in  this  town,  was  at 
home,  for  that  he  had  a  letter  for  him 

from   his   friend   the  fquire  of . 

The  waiter  no  fooner  heard  this  decla- 
ration from  PhilOi  than  he  foftened  the 
manner  of  his  behaviour,  which  before 
was  carelefs  and  impertinent,  into  the 
proper  and  fubmifiive  ftyle  of  a  domef- 
tic.  He  faw  our  hero,  in  an  inftant,  in 
quite  a  different  light  to  that  in  which 
he  h:ad  beheld  him  before  j  and  now 
6  that 
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that  he  perceived  him  to  have  a  know- 
ledge of  two  fuch  great  men  as  the 
fquire  and  the  wine-merchant,  he,  with 
much  complaifance,  faid,  that  the  lat- 
ter perfonage  was  at  this  moment  in 
the  houfe,  and  that  he  v/as  to  dine  in  it 
this  day  v;ith  a  large  company  of  his 
acquaintance. 

Philoj  not  without  noticins;  the  dif- 
ferent  behaviour  of  the  fellow  upon  this 
occafion,  delivered  to  him  the  fquire's 
letter,  and  was  agreeably  furprized,  in 
five  minutes  after,  to  fee  a  gentleman 
of  the  moft  pleafant  countenance  and 
addrefs,  enter  his  apartment,  and  rejoice 
at  the  great  happinels  he  felt  on  being 
honoured  by  his  friend  \.\\tfquirej  in  hi* 
putting  upon  him  fo  delightful  a  tafk, 
as  that  of  introducino;  our  kno  into  the 
company  of  his  acquaintance,  who,  aff 
iie  intimated,  were  very  numerous,  and 
^vere    compofcd    of  all    the   principal 

Vol.  II,  C  people 
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people  of  the  town  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. 


After  Philo  had  returned  his  thanks 
in  the  beft  manner  his  honcft  heart 
could  dlftate  to  him,  and  accepted  of 
the  wine-merchanfs,  invitation  to  dine 
■with  him  and  his  friends  at  the  inn, 
he  retired  to  a  bedchamber  to  change 
his  linen,  and  was  condu6led  thither 
by  the  promifcuous  attendance  of  the 
hoflefs,  her  chambermaids,  and  the  wai- 
ters, in  a  clutter  of  obfequioufnefs  and 
attention,  which  a  monarch  receives 
■when  he  makes  his  appearance  amiOng 
his  vaflals. 

At  the  fame  time  that  our  hero,  on 
his  firfl  entering  the  inn,  was  ufhered 
into  the  common  room,  as  before- 
mentioned,  by  the  waiter.  Sturdy  was 
followed  into  the  kitchen  by  the  land- 
lordj  who,  being  defirous  to  know  what 

fort 


RAMBLE    OF    PHIL  O.  27 

fort  of  people  his  guefts  were,  aflvcd 
Tho7nas  where  he  came  from  ? — --To 
which  Sturdy  replied,  that  he  came  from 

,   that  he  and   his  mailer  lay   at 

Mrs.  Such-a-one's  three  nights  ago, 
from  whom  he  had  got  a  recommen- 
dation in  his  pocket  to  his  houfe,  that 
his  mailer  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune, 
that  he  dined  with  the  nchfquirs,  at  the 
place  he  mentioned,  the  day  afterwards, 
and  was  come  here  on  a  ramble  for  his 
pleafure. 

The  landlord,  haftily  taking  the  re- 
commendation from  Sturdy  to  his  wife, 
they  both  of  them,  perceiving  by  it, 
and  immediately  afterwards  by  the 
ijcine -merchant's,  attention  to  our  heroy 
that  he  was  likely  to  prove  a  far  dif- 
ferent give  ft  to  them,  than  they  had  ex- 
pelled from  his  firft  appearance,  re- 
doubled their  diligence  to  'pleafe  and 
accomm.odatc  him:  the  effe6ls  af  this 
C  2  their 
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their  aiTiduity  in  his  fa\'our,  was  the 
extraordinary  civil  manner  in  which  he 
has  jiifl  now  been  condu6led  to  the  bed: 
bedchannber  in  their  houfe,  to  change  his 
lined,  and  prepare  himfelf  for  the  com- 
pany of  the  wine -merchant  and  his 
friends* 

The  character  of  the  wine-mercbant^ 
to  whom  the  fqidre  had  written  his 
letter,  was  that  of  a  very  affluent  man 
grown  rich  by  his  large  and  honourable 
dealings  as  a  wholcfale  trader  in  wines 
and  fpirits  of  all  kinds. — He  was  not 
only  a  refpeclable  man  in  his  traffick, 
but  alio  a  generous  and  a  liberal  man 
in  his  principles  and  conduct;  and,  fo 
far  from  exhibiting  that  common  effed 
of  a  mind  turned  for  a  number  of  years 
to  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  which 
generally  grows  fordid  as  it  fucceeds  in 
its  defires,  he  made  ufe  of  his  profperity 
for  the   pleafure  of  himfelf,   and   the 

benefit 
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benefit  of  every  body  within  the  fpherc 
of  his  iittr.i'ftion. 

He  had  engaged  about  forty  of  his 
acquaintance  to  dine  this  day  at  the 
George  J  in  return  to  the  people  of  the 
houfe,  for  their  having  been  good  cuf- 
toniers  to  him;  and  he  had,  at  his  own 
private  expence,  exclufiveiy  of  what  he 
fhould  pay  in  connrnon  with  the  reft  for 
his  ordinary,  procured,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  ihe  company,  the  choiceft  dain- 
ties the  feafon  afforded ;  fo  ihat  our 
hero  now  is  entering,  as  the  reader  will 
remark,  upon  the  polifned  fcenes  of 
luxury  and  diffipaiion. 

While  Philoj  with  a  mixture  of  de- 
light and  anxiety  natural  to  his  prefent 
cafe,  is  preparing  himfelf  to  join  the 
above  devotees  to  the  god  of  pleafure, 
it  may  be  incumbent  on  his  hiftorian,  to 
prefent  to  the  reader  a  copy  of  the 
Jquire\  lette|"  to  the  wine- merchant i 
C  J  which 
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which  letter  had  been  the  caufe  of  his 
impending  introdiKflion  to  fuch  an 
illuftrioiis  combination  of  the  focial  and 
choice  fpirits  of  the  town,  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood.— The  above-mentioned  let- 
ter from  xh.Q  fqtiire  ro  u\t  wine-merchanty 
is  as  follov.s: 

'*  Dear  T'om, 
"  I  herewith  prefent  thee  to  the  ac- 
"  quaintance  and  correction  of  a  young 
*'  dogy  truly  begotten,  and  from  a  gene- 
"  rous  and  fubftantial  ftock,  but  who, 
"  from  a  puny  education,  in  not  having 
"  been  pudied  up  to  his  meral,  is  be- 
*'  come  one  of  the  n^yofl  hen-henrced 
"  -whelps  in  rhc  world. — He  runs  coun- 
"  ter  and  files  the  chace,  and  tilks  of 
"  nothinc^  hxnfevfibiJityj  fympathy,  tender- 
"  nefsj  and  the  criidh  of  hare-hunting. 

*'  Thou  isnowc-il,  Tcm^  that  I  delight 
"  in  an  honcll  heart,  like  thy  own,  and 
**'  v.as  It   not  frjm   my  convid:ion  that 

"  this 
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'  this  youth  I  fend  thee  pofTefTcis  one  in 

*  the  greateft  perfcdion,  he  miglit,  with 
'  his  foolifli  prcjudi;es  about  hare- 
'  hunting,  have  gone  to  the  farthcfl 
'■  limits  of  the  creation,  before  I  would 
'  have  given  thee,  or  myftlf,  the  troubl-e 
'  of  detaining  tiim   on  his   way. — He 

*  dined  with  me  a  day  or  two  ago — 

*  he   enjoys    a    complete    little    eftatc 

*  about  twenty  miles  from  my  houfe, 
^  his  prefent  purfuit  is  a  ramble  for  his 

*  pleafure — he  is  a  novice  in  the  ways 

*  of  the  world,  which  thou  wilt  foon 

*  find  out,  and,  in  order  to  give  him  a 
'  genuine  fpecimen  of  his  delightful 
^  Jenfibilityy  recommend  him  to  my  lady 
^  Fine -feelings  y  as  a  lodger;  who  will, 
'  no  doubt,  be  mightily  glad  of  fuch  a 
^  gueft,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  give  him 

*  unremitted,  and  very  plea/ant  lectures, 

*  in  the  arc  of  being  a  plague  to  one's 
'  felf  about  nothings — I  am  fincerely 

thine, 

C  4  "P.  S, 
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"  P.  S.  Send  me  a  pipe  of  pore, 
"  and,  with  ir,  a  circumftantial  accounc 
"  of  the  above  young  man — they  will 
"  be  equ:dly  entertaining  to  me — fare- 
"  well." 

My  lady  Fins-feelings ^  whom  the  jolly 
Jquirej  according  to  his  ufual  way,  as 
fpecified  before,  of  diverting  himfelf 
with  the  little  griefs,  pains,  and  em- 
barraffments,  which  he  could  throw  his 
beft  and  mod  beloved  friends  into,  for 
a  momentary,  but  not  for  a  vicious, 
gratification  of  a  jocular  turn  in  the 
compoficion  of  his  mind,  v/as  a  woman 
of  the  moft  inconfiftent  and  ridiculous 
manners  and  conduct  that  can  bq 
im.agined. — She  was  an  eld  maidy  fo 
much  given  to  daintinefsj  fqueamijhnefs^ 
nicenejsj  and  tedioujnefsy  with  all  the 
other  — neffes  in  the  Englifh  language, 
■which  can  denote  a  rejllefs  and  trouble^ 
fome  fpirit  of  the  mock-\.tTi6.tx  kind,  that 
the  JiiuirCi   aforefaid,  could  nor,  if  he 

had 


RAMBLE    OF    PHILO.  33 

had  really  meant  an  irreparable  injury 
to  poor  Philoy  have  done  it  in  fo  com- 
plete a  manher,  as  to  place  him  in  the 
houie  of  fuch  a  filly  creature. 

This  perfonage,  although  fhe  pof- 
fefled  but  a  very  trifling  income,  had 
neither  family,  a  fuperior  unierftand- 
ing,  nor  cafli  to  boaft  of,  yet  fhe  was 
of  all  the  vain  things  in  the  world,  the 
moft  vain,  and  treated  every  fuperior 
character  to  herfelC  as  well  as  the  bulk 
of  the  humankind,  equally  as  beneath 
the  notice  of  the  high-flowing  torrent 
of  a  diilempered  imagination,  which 
continually  urged  her  to  an  incorrigible 
conviftion,  that  flie  was  for  wifdom, 
talents,  and  every  moral  virtue,  a  god- 
dejs ;  when,  alas  !  amidfl:  all  thefe  glow- 
ing prepoflfefllons  in  her  own  favour, 
Ihe  was,  intrinfccally,  a  very  weak 
woman i  and  had  arifen,  by  her  foolifh 
vanity,  nonfenfe,  and  frivolous  be- 
haviour, to  the  honour  of  being  uni- 
C  5  verfally 
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verfally  called,   in  a  derifion,  my  lady 
Fine-feelings^ 

She  had  afifter,  who  refided  with  her, 
and  who,  from  the  fame  fource  of  con- 
tempt, was  named  Furioja. — This  ani- 
mal was  alfo  an  ancient  maiden^  though 
fomewhat  younger  than  the  other,  but 
ihe  was  of  a  much  more  formidable 
llyle  of  charafter  in  her  manners  and 
in  her  perfon. 

Furiofa  was,  of  all  the  creatures  in  the 
world,  the  moft  paflionate  and  irafcible 
woman  exifting  j  and,  while  the  elder 
filler  produced  in  her  conduft  and 
behaviour  all  the  tedious,  trifling,  and 
cy^r-ladylike  methods  to  pleafe,  which, 
being  nothing  but  afFeftation  and  infin- 
cerity  at  the  bottom,  is  the  more  hateful 
to  a  penetrating  eye  and  mind  to  per- 
ceive and  be  troubled  with,  the  younger 
of  thefe  couple  of  plagues^  in  their 
different  ways,  would,  upon  the  moft 

filly 
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filly  and  iniignificant  occafion,  turn  the 
whole  houfe  out  at  the  windows,  and 
create  fuch  a  difturbance  about  nothing 
in  the  family,  that  it  would  pofe  even 
a  Miltonj  with  all  his  infernah  'at  his 
back,  to  raife  fuch  an  uproar  in  helL 

Furiofa  poffefTed  a  tolerable  income, 
was  of  a  proud  and  poor  fpirir,  was 
obliged  to  help  my  lady  Fine-feelings 
out,  upon  fome  embarrafTments  fhe  oc- 
cafionally  laboured  under,  and,  of  courfe, 
llie  gave  a  loofe,  at  all  times,  to  her 
ungovernable  fpirit  of  rage,  and  mif- 
chievous  impetuofity  of  temper. — They 
were  both  equally  of  opinion  that  they 
were  wifer  than  other  people,  and  their 
filly  diredlions,  contentions,  and  inter- 
ferences, about  trifles,  in  order  to  fet 
in  the  ftrongeft  light  their  fuperior 
talents,  formed  the  moft  comic  part 
of  their  chara(5i:ers» 

C  G'  My 
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My  lady  Fine-feelings  was  tall  and 
thin,  and  difcovered  the  remains  of 
a  fine  woman  in  her  features,  but  fuch 
an  afFeclation  of  a  fine  lady  in  her 
manners,  that  difgufts  every  man  of 
tafle  and  difcernment  \  while  Furiqfa^ 
her  fifter,  though  not  fo  tall  as  herfelf, 
yet  Ihe  was  as  thin,  and  difplayed  fuch 
a  Iharp  nofe,  and  fuch  a  menacing  eye, 
as  was  enough  to  terrify  the  beholder 
into  a  nervous  fit,  upon  his  firft  en- 
counter with  either  of  them. 

Thus,  having  prepared  the  reader  for 
the  important  fcenes  of  life  which  Philo, 
as  a  novice,  is  now  entering  upon,  we 
mull  return  to  the  wine-merchant  and 
his  companions. — Thefe gentlemen  were 
a  complete  fet  of  convivial  fpirits,  under 
the  influence  of  fome thing  like  the  old 

epicurean   philofophy. "  Enjoy    the 

prefent   hour,"    was   their  motto. — In 
fa(51:,   they  were  rich,  and  refolved   to 

make 
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make  the  moft  of  the  tiine  that  was 
iinmediately  upon  their  hands,  and  not 
to  fuiFer  a  moment  to  elapfe  without 
making  the  beft  of  it  for  their  prefent 
entertainment. — They  regarded 7'«/m// 
as  a  chaos  of  uncertainties,  as  a  be- 
wildered darknefs  not  yet  brought  into 
light,  and  of  no  confequence  to  them 
until  it  arrived. — They  looked  upon  it, 
that  they  might  all  die  before  they 
went  to  bed,  that,  while  they  were  fitting 
round  the  feftive  board,  they  felt  the 
ineitimable  blefTings  which  providence 
was  pouring  into  their  laps,  and  were 
thankful  for  themj  but,  as  for  the  mor- 
row, the  fcene  might  change,  and  they 
might,  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  be  con- 
figned  to  ficknefs,  death,  and  the  grave. 
— They  met  together,  in  the  times 
which  they  had  allotted  fjr  feftivity, 
or,  in  the  more  fober  hours  ofrelaxadon 
from  their  various  avocations  or  em- 
ployments, either  of  bufinefs  or  ejfercife, 
entirely  upon  equal  terms  s  and  no  man 

of 
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of  fuperior  rank  was  admitted  among 
them,  who,  by  his  pride  and  place, 
throws  a  company  into  conflraint,  and 
never  enjoys  the  blefllngs  of  eafy  con- 
verfaticn,  in  a  mutual  and  an  unem- 
barrafled  exchano-e  of  fcntiments. 


&^ 


Such  was  the  company,  to  whom  the 
inexperienced  Philo  was  introduced,  by 
the  wine-mercknnty  to  dine  with.  On 
his  entering  the  room,  a  prepofTefTion 
in  his  favour  immediately  ftruck  the 
fenfes  of  thefe  men  of  fenfuality;  and 
they  could  not  help  admiring  the  una- 
dorned fymmetry  of  his  figure,  his  art- 
lefs  mode  of  addrefs,  his  modefty  of 
deportment,  together,  with  the  quick- 
nefs  of  his  apprehenfion,  and  the  deli- 
cate manner  in  which  he  expreffed 
himfeif,  upon  every  trivial  and  wanton 
difplay  of  that  kind  of  trite  v/it,  which 
every  man  converfant  in  the  world 
muft  have  met  v/ith  in  the  precinfts 
of  a  tavern,   when  the  mine's  of  the 

devotees 
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devotees  of  pleafure  are  roufed  to  ati 
unufual  degree  o? good-humour ^  m  confe- 
quence  of  the  immediate  profpe<5l  of  a 
good  dinner,  and  the  concomirant  joys 

of — THE  BOTTLE, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XVII. 

DESCRIPTION    OF   A    FEAST. 

AFTER  thofe  delays  which  fre- 
quently attend  the  producing  of 
an  elegant  entertainment,  at  a  certain 
hour  prefixed,  were  pafl,  and  the  wine- 
merchant  and  his  company  had  loft  their 
promptitude  to  pleafantry,  in  their  wait- 
ing twenty  minutes  beyond  the  time 
prelcribed,  in  the  moft  painful  anxiety, 
for  their  dinner,  and  had  curfed  the 
waiters  and  the  houfe  fufficiently  for  it, 
lo!  the  tables  were  covered  with  the 
choiceft  luxuries  of  the  feafon.  Good- 
humour 3  who  had  been  banlfned  for  the 
laft  twenty  minutes,  re-entered  the  room 
with  the  moft  pkafing  afped  imagin- 
able. 
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able,  while  the  ugly  phantoms  ill-will, 
Jpleerty  and  impatience ^  who  had  prefidcd 
for  the  afcrefaid  twenty  minutes,  faded 
at  the  approach  of  the  amiable  vifiter. 
— The  countenances  of  the  company 
brightened  up  in  an  inflant:  each  eye, 
keen  as  the  dart  from  Cupid's,  bow,  flew 
over  the  wonderful  difplay  of  the  good 
things  that  adorned  the  feftive  board; 
and  the  lovers  of  the  divine  pleafures 
of  the  palate  had  a  profpecl  before  them 
too  alluring  to  be  withflood,  while y«r- 
feitj  dijeafej  and  repentance^  thofe  un- 
mannerly intruders  upon  mirth  and 
good  fellowiliip,  advanced  in  grim,  but 
invifible  array,  ready  to  attack  the 
violators  of  the  lav.'s  of  temperance^  in 
their  gayefl:  and  moft  delightful  enjoy- 
ments of  the  bounties  of  an  all-boun- 
tiful Creator, 

Flufhed  with  the  bewitchiner  charms 
of  a  feaft,  the  votaries  to  the  god  of 
pleafure   arrange    themfelves    on  each 

fide 
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fide  of  the  tables,  according  to  their 
real  or  affumtd  confequence,  while  ihe 
modefl  Philo  is  placed  on  the  right- 
hand  of  the  prefident,  the  rcine-merchanty 
with  an  unanimous  confent  find  ap- 
plaufe  which  ever  attends  a  diffidence 
of  behaviour,  when  it  is  accompanied 
by  the  genuine  tokens  of  real  merit, 
together,  by  the  neceffary  appendages 
flowing  from  the  favours  of  the  god  of 
v/ealth,  when  th;t  prevailing  deity  con- 
defcends  lo  enrich  modefiy^  vvith  a  com- 
petent fhare  of  ihe  rn'mcs  q>{  Feru^ 

Brillc  flies  the  heedlefs  grace — quick 
ply  the  ready  hands — fliarp  plunge  the 
keen  knives,  and  the  diflocated  joints 
of  the  feathered  race,  together  with. the 
nriLingled  bodies  of  the  watery  tribes, 
as  well  as  the  mofl;  delicate  and  finely 
prepared  parts  of  the  fubjiantiah,  are 
reciprocally  difl:ributed  to  each  indi- 
vidual according  to  his  tafl:e  and  fto- 
machj    while   the    waiters   and   fiiper- 

numerary 
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niimerary  attendants  are  bewildered  and 
diftradled  with  the  multif'ai'eous  and 
innpatient  commands  of  the  company. 
Satiated  appetite  calls  Tor  the  admini- 
ftra'ion  of  the  goblet,  and  rich  and 
fparkiing  bu;npers  are  taken  to  the 
increafe  of  good  fellowlhij),  and  to  the 
reanimating  powers  of  good  eatings 

The  (hon  duration  which  it  takes  to 
fatisfy  the  real  calls  of  third  and  hunger 
in  the  h.uman  fptcies,  v^hen  compared 
to  the  length  of  time  the  herds  require 
for  the  latter  purpofe,  is  over,  and 
nothins;  pertaining  to  the  Icn^thenins: 
out  the  joys  of  fetlivicy  is  wanting,  but 
to  fet  the  gout,  the  rheumatifm,  and  the 
dropfy  at  deiiance,  by  a  glorious  atcack 
upon  the  unnatural  and  defperate  de- 

lighlS  of  THE   BOTTLE. 

The   remains  of  the   feail,    in    mu- 
tilated  fragments,    are    ordered    awa/j 
the  cloth  is  drawn,  and   the    tables  are 
decorated    with    an    admirable    redun- 
dancy 
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dancy  of  port  and  French  wines  j  while 
the  old  Englilh  October,  fmiling  and 
foaming  over  the  top  of  a  foiitary  tan- 
kard, fcems  to  laugh  into  fcorn  the 
boafted  productions  of  the  continent, 
and  to  ridicule  the  puny  tafle  of  the 
fjns  of  Britanniay  for  iheir  preferring 
foreign  wines  and  fpirits  to  their  native 
and  brave  fiingo^  which  had  formerly 
enabled  ihem  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
world  in  arms,  and  to  enjoy  tlie  com- 
forts of  hofpirality  in  the  generous  fim- 
plicity  of  old  times,  when  extravagance 
and  expenfive  entertainments  were  un- 
known, and  the  famous  knight  the  Sir 
Loin^  and  his  brother  Sir  John  Barley^- 
ccrny  were  the  grand  and  only  fupporters 
of  the  luxuries  of  the  age. 

As  though  the  company  had  heard 
the  daring  derifion  of  the  old  Englifli 
October,  he,  with  his  comments  upon 
the  manners  of  the  prefent  generation, 
is  ordered  to  entertain  the  vuhar  dogs 

and 


RAMBLE   OF   PHIL O.  45 

and    fervants   in   the  kitchen,   and  his 
tankard  is  not  permitted  to  remain  a 
moment  upon  the  table. — Bumpers  of 
wine  are  filled,  and,   that  no  peaking 
member  of  this  community  fliall  have 
it  in  his  power  to  balk  his  glafs,  a  vicC' 
preftdent,  of  known  and  approved  emi- 
nence for  a  wide  throat,  and  a  capacious 
ftomach,  is  ordered  to  take  his  poft  at 
the  bottom  of  the  room,  and  to  fee  that 
juftice  is  done  to  the  bottle,  and  that 
there  be  no  hefitation  in  an  implicit 
obedience  to  the  tyrant,  the  toaji-mofieri 
at  the  head  of  the  fociety,  whom  the 
laws   of  drinking  have   elevated   to  a 
fituation  and  rank  upon  thefe  occafions, 
as   abfolute    and    mifchievous    to    the 
fubjeft,    as    a    drunken   and    defpotic 
monarch  could  poflibly  be  to  a  com- 
munity of  his  moft  defpicable  vaflals, 
who  might  be  obliged  to  obey,  to  ac- 
quiefce  in,  and  be  contented  v^ith,   his 
moft  ridiculous  freaks  of  pafTion,   folly, 
and  impertinence. 

1  The 
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The  myfterious  rights  of  the  hymeneal 
bed  arc  celebrated  in  the  firfl  toaft, 
and  a  bumper  is  taken  to  the  increafe 
of  population,  in  a  wcrd  r3.thtr  fhocking 
to  the  ears  of  chajiiiy. — The  king  is 
dran]^,  in  the  next  bumper,  and  the 
whole  royal  family  are  caroufed  in  the 
third. 

Now  the  fpirits  begin  to  flufh  the 
cheeks,  and  to  bid  defience  to  the  cares 
of  the  world,  and  to  fet  in  full  view 
the  wild  operations  of  the  imagination. 
— The  proJ€5Iori  inflamed  with  wine, 
grows  enraptured  with  his  failing 
fchemes,  and  aflures  himfelf  of  better 
fuccefs.  The  lover  pre-enjoys  his  cold 
and  coy  miftrcfs,  and  refolves  to  rifle 
all  hea*  charms  in  the  evening;  the  poor 
and  unfortunate  fee  riches  powering  in 
upon  them  in  abundance,  and  the  phi- 
lofopber,  the  fdJgej  and  the  moralijij  are 
each  of  them  warmed  into  a  luxuriant 
treat  of  their  inceileclual  faculties,  and 

look. 
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look,  or  Jcem  to  look,  farther  into  the 
dark  and  dreary  recefles  oi  Jcience^  wij- 
dcm,  and  ethics^  than  they  were  before 
aware  of  j  the  poet  thinks  he  fliall  never 
want  a  dinner,  and  Philo  wonders  at 
his  paft  phgues  and  difappointnnents, 
which  the  animating  juice  of  the  grape 
intimates  to  him  were  a  fct  of  dull 
rogues,-  who  fpoiled  his  forgoing  plea- 
furesj  and  who  were  utterly  beneath  his 
future  notice  or  resard. 


"& 


Our  hero  joins  with  the  humours  of 
the  day,  and  enters  into  the  fooleries 
of  drinking  himfelf  y?<rj^  to  the  hecllh 
of  others  J  while  the  toaft-mafter  giv^es 
them  in  quick  rotation,  and  in  fiery 
bumpers,  until  the  members,  feemingly 
exhaufted,  fall  into  fober  relaxation  and 
politics,  and  are  mighty  fit  objcfts  to 
adjuit  the  reeling  affairs  of  the  fcate. 

1  fay,  cries  one,  with  maudlin,  twink- 
ling eyes,  which  fcarcely  enable  him  to 

dJcern 
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difcern  the  glafs  he  is  lifting  to  his 
mouth,  that  Mr,  Gulf  is  a  deep  fellow, 
and  dives  to  the  bottojn  of  things — 
although  he  may  have  been  blafted  by 
the  winds  from  the  north  a  little,  and 
may  have  fullered  fome  bodily  injuries 
in  the  chace  of  the  fo^^  yet  he'll  do, 
he'll  do,  look  to  it  if  he  v/on't — and  as 
I  was  a  faying,  continues  this  champion 
in  politics,  the  firft  thing  to  be  thought 
of  is  the  faving  of  the  land — and  how 
can  that  be  done,  but  by  faving  of  the 
land? — Many  fchemes,  look  you  gentle- 
men, have  been  offered,  pro  and  con, 
but,  for  my  part,  I  fay  (hear  him  !  hear 
him!  cry  the  company)  but  for  my 
parr,  I  fay,  we  mufl  leave  it  to  time 
and  chance  to  fettle  thefe  matters — 
they  are  too  intricate  for  my  manage- 
ment— but,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
I  may  do  fome  good,  I  will  conclude 
thefe,  my  deep  remarks,  with  the  follow- 
ing moikn^ 

This 
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This  orator  is  here  interrupted  by  a 
gentleman,  full  of  quirks  and  quibbles, 
who  defires  of  the  company,  who  now 
are  beginning  to  imagine  themfclves  a 
houfe  of  commonSy  that  he  may  make 
fome  obfervations  upon  the  matter  in 
debate,  before  the  laft  fpeaker  puts  his 
quejiion. — Here  a  clamour  about  order 
enfues — fome  contending  thit  it  is  out 
of  rule  to  debate  without  a  qucjlicn 
propofed,  and  loudly  call  for  die  ftrft 
fpeaker's  mcf'on,  while  others  difpute 
this  point,  and  flrongly  recommend 
that  the  iatl  fpeaker  fhall  be  firft  heard, 
— Thefe  different  projiofitions  upaft 
fuch  a  m-eighty  confideration  grov/ing 
very  tedious,  and  quite  fubverfive  ,of 
that  order  and  regularity  which  they 
pretended  to  fupporr,  the  prefident,  the 
jolly  win£-merchanti  interferes  upon  this 
momentous  oCLafion,  and  declares  that 
the  firft  fpeaker  fhall  make  his  promifed 
motion,  and  that,  whether  ic  prov^c  a 
good  one  or  not,  it  fhall  be  the  end  of 

Vol.  II.  D  all 
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all  farther  debates  and  wrangling  about 
things,  which,  perhaps,  not  one  of  the 
orators  in  the  room  are  capable  of 
difcufling  with  any  degree  of  knowledge, 
information^  or  propriety. 

Upon  this  decifion  of  the  ioafi-majier, 
the  firfl:  fpeaker  is  permitted  to  make 
the  following  motion: 

"  That  it  be  refolved  by  this  com- 
pany, that  all  honefi  men  Jhould  he  great y 
and  all  great  men  honejl. — That  no  party 
feuds  and  animofities  Ihould  annoy  the 
regular  procefs  of  good  government — 
but  that  all  fe5is  and  fe5fariesy  in  this 
our  lately  diftraded  land,  fliould  join 
in  fupport  of  the  king  and  kingdom  of 
England,  agiinft  all  oppofers  to  the 
welfare  of  Great-Britain.^  whether  foreign 
or  domeflic'y  and  that  the  motto  of  the 
old  fellow  in  thtfabky  with  his  three  fons 
and  his  bundle  of  fiicksy  fhould  be  ever 
bad  in  remembrance,  and  be  placed  for 

that 
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that  purpofe  in  large  capitals  over  the 
front  door  of  St,  SUphen's  Chapel,  viz. 

"    UNANIMITY     IS     THE     STRENGTH    OF 
SOCIETV." 

A  loud  and  univerfal  fhout  cf  ap- 
plaufe  burfts  like  a  clap  of  thunder 
from  the  throats  of  the  members  upon 
the  triu  ftrokes  contained  in  the  fore- 
going moiioft;  but  the  prefident,  the 
wine -nier chanty  not  being  willing  to 
fi-iffer  any  farther  difcufllon  of  politics 
in  a  cluhi  obferves,  that  however  the 
proportions  of  his  good  friend,  the 
motion-maker-,  may  fall  in  with  the  tide 
and  good  wiihes  of  a  fet  of  gentlemen 
who  meet  together  upon  convivial 
terms,  yet  he  apprehends  the  faid  motion^ 
maker's  fcarecrow  refolutions  would  cut 
but  an  indifferent  figure  upon  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  CommonSj  and 
advifes  the  members  of  the  prefent 
jovial  community  under  his  directions, 
D  2  to 
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to  drink  a  toaft  to  the  profperity  of 
Great-Britain^  and  to  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  it  to  the  hng  and  his  parlia- 
ment. 

Although  fome  of  the  members  of 
this  fociety,  as  well  as  thofe  of  many 
others  in  this  country,  quite  as  injig^ 
nificanty  would,  no  doubt,  have  been 
glad  of  the  opportunity  to  enlarge,  con- 
tra5fy  and  mutilate  every  branch  of 
political  argumentation  until  the  room, 
and  the  people  in  ir,  might  have  been 
thrown  into  the  mod  diftrafting  and 
ridiculous  heats  and  animofities  ima- 
ginable, yet  the  controuling  powers  of 
the  prefident  of  a  drinking  fociety,  are 
managed  with  fuch  addrefs  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper  by  the  wine-merchant, 
that  he  allures  the  members,  by  his  ex- 
ample, to  fpend  the  remainder  of  the 
prefent  time  allotted  for  fellivity  in 
perfcvfl  harmony. — Pie  drinks  to  the 
health   of  a   celebrated   beauty,  whofe 

name 
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name  and  accomplifhments  ruili  with 
fiich  an  impetuous  torrent  upon  the 
imaginations  of  the  company,  that  the 
toafb  is  repeated  with  a  vivacity"  and 
ardour  which  difcoveis  the  benign  and 
conciliating  powers  of  xht  fair  fexy  when 
brought  into  a  competition  with  the 
rough  and  boiflerous  pafTions  of  tnen. — 
Such  is  the  turn  which  the  heavenly 
charms  of  this  fair-one  takes  in  the 
minds  of  the  company,  that,  as  though 
they  had  been  itruck  with  fome  fuperior 
gifts  from  the  united  foice  of  beauiy, 
meeknefs,  and  tnodeji  refignation  (the 
■peculiar  attributes  of  the /s/Vj  they  are, 
inftantaneoufly,  difqualified  for  every 
ferocious  or  tumultuous  exercife  of  their 
former  inclination  for  difputation,  and 
fall  into  thofe  pleafures  of  the  ima- 
gination which  arife  from  the  bewitch- 
ing fource  of  love^  joy^  and  friendjhip. 
— They  toaft  to  the  health  of  many 
fubordinate  beautiesy  which  the  mem- 
bers of  this  day's  merriment  produce, 
D  3  as- 
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as  annexed,  in  fome  degree  of  merit, 
to  the  charmer  above-mentioned  i  and 
they  arife  from  the  purgatory  of  po- 
litical contentions,  into  the  celeftial 
regions  of  mirth-moving  laughter  (no 
■matter  at  what)  and  the  delightful,  but 
defperate  conflids  of  good-will. — Songs, 
in  praife  of  the  fairy  and  the  hottle,  are 
thrown  in,  occafionally,  and  are  wonder- 
ful fupporters  of  the  joys  of  feftivity ; 
while  loud  and  clamorous  thunderin2;s 
of  applaufe,  exprefs  the  triumph  of  the 
human  heart,  when  it  is  engaged  in,  and 
heated  with,  benevolent  ideas. 

So  many  toafts,  puflied  forwards  in 
fuch  a  quick  and  animated  circulation, 
among  forty  jolly  fellows,  to  the  joys 
of  love  and  friendlhip,  are  too  powerful 
to  be  long  fupported  j  fo  that  the  pre- 
fidenr,  the  wine-merchant y  being  quite 
exhauftcd  with  the  fatigue  of  keeping 
his  company  in  good-humour,  and  fup- 
porting  himfelf  as  a  determined  oppofer 

to 
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to  wrangling  and  difpures,  thofe  curfed 
enemies  to  the  comforcs  of  fociety, 
clofes  the  pleafures  of  the  day  with  a 
bunnper  to  their  next  meeting,  which, 
being  received  and  repeated  with  much 
fatisfaftory  applaufe,  by  his  companions, 
he  retires,  with  o\ir  hcro^  to  his  own 
houfe,  and  is  faluted,  as  he  goes  out  of 
the  room,  with  three  cheers,  fuch  as 
the  glorious  tars  of  old  England  give 
to  a  beloved  adm.iral,  whom  they  cele- 
brate for  the  wonderful  intrepidity. of 
his  exploits,  and  the  admirable  con- 
du(5l  he  dilplays  in  the  execution  of 
them. 

At  a  feafl,  where  a  large  company 
meet  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  be 
merry,  and  philofophical,  political,  and 
moral  difcuflions,  are  totally  out  of  the 
queftion,  as  very  impertinent  intruders 
upon  a  few  hours  devoted  to  the  fecting 
all  the  cares  of  this  life  and  its  con- 
cernments utterly  afide,  a  good  toa^' 
D  4  maftery 
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majier,  or,  in  other  words,  a  clever 
^ader  through  a  joyous  regularity  in  this 
kind  of  relaxation  from  the  toils  of 
thinking,  is  a  wonderful  bleffing  to 
ihefe  realms  of  dulnejs.  To  keep  up 
the  fpirit  of  mirth  without  the  aid  of 
vsit,  and  yet  t£>  gratify  the  appetites  of 
the  'ivitty  with  fomeching  exquifr.ely 
fuperior,  is  a  fublinae  treaty  derived 
from  the  limple  fource  of  plain  un- 
adorned benevcler.ee  and  good-nature. — 
Jqjly  feilowfliip  in  this  kind  of  voci- 
ferous exhilaration  of  the  human  fa- 
culties, in  a  noijvy  but  an  innocenty  up- 
roar of  the  mind  (for  four  or  fix  hours 
every  half  year)  ferves  as  a  flimulator 
of  the  blood,  and  the  fpirits,  and  adds 
to  the  calm  infipidity  of  human  gratifi- 
cations, fomething  like  infpiration,  and 
fets  the  foul  in  a  fuperior  fituation  to 
jtfelf. — It  raifes  hopey  and  brings  into 
life  many  pleafing  dreams,  which  were 
dead  in  the  torpid  ptirfuits  of  ferene 
contemplation,  and  places  heaven^  and 

all 
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all  the  profpedls  of  eternal  blifs,  in  a 
rapturous  difplay  before  the  imagination, 
— :It  lifts  up  poor  mortals  to  the  fum* 
mit  of  all  their  fond  wiflies — the 
IMMORTALITY  OF  THE  souLj  and  ele- 
vates  them  into  the  fociety  of  thofe 
happy  fpirits  that  furround  the  throne 
of  jEHoVAHj  when  he  appears  in  all 
the  mighty  majefty  of  the  godhzad, 
and  difcovers  the  whole  tranfcendent 
and  ftupcndous  glories  of  his  realms! 

But,  that  we  may  not  carry  on  thefe 
raptures  of  the  mind,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  wine  and  jolly  doings,  any 
farther,  left  the  wags  may  interpret  our 
flights  into  the  regions  of  incompre- 
henfihility,  to  the  mere  vifions  of  down- 
right intoxication,  we  will  caft  a  fhade 
over  the  divine  enthufiafm  we  were 
proceeding  upon,  and  throw  into  utter 
darknefs  the  enfuing  fooleries  of  the 
fociety  we  have  been  defcribing  (at 
D5  kaft 
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leaft  for  this  day)  as  totally  unworthy 
the  notice  of  the  reader,  after  the 
departure  of  the  wim-menhani  and 
our  hero^ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVIII. 

MANY   AND    VARIOUS    EVENTS. 

AS  the  joys  of  revelling  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  griefs  of  repen- 
tance, among  the  tried  veterans  in  the 
voluptuous  fcenes  of  life,  the  reader 
will  not  be  furprized  to  find  our  novice 
to  be  plaguily  out  of  forts  when  he 
awoke  the  next  morning,  after  the  ex- 
traordinary intemperance  he  was  plung- 
ed into  the  laft  day. 

"  O  God !"  cried  he,  "  where  am  I  ? 
Gracious  heavens,  how  my  head  aches! 
— how  hot  and  feverifh  I  '  am  1 — how 
my  mouth  is  parched  up  with  thirft ! — • 
ftrange  this! — Why,  1  find,  drinking 
i)  6  '  too 
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too  much,  makes  one  thirft  for  more  I 
— I  thought  I  had  drank  enough  yefter- 
day  to  laft  me  a  week,  and,  I  am  now 
as  dry  as  if  I  had  not  tailed  a  drop  for 
this  month!'* 

With  thele  words  he  jumped  out  of 
bed,  and,  feizing  a  bottle  of  water 
which  flood  by  it,  he  quaffed  it  off  in 
an  inftant.  Then,  reeling,  dizzy,  con- 
fufed,  aird  difTatisficd,  he  drelTed  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  icine- merchant  and  his 
domeflics,  the  moft  ghoft-like  appa- 
rition iimaginable. 

Although,,  as  the  reader  will  recol- 
Icft,  PbJh  has  not  been  exhibited  to 
him  as  a  milkfop,  yet  it  mull  beunder- 
i!ood,  that  he  never,  before  this  period, 
had  been  involved  in  fuch  an  extrava- 
gant excef^:  in  Gonfequence  of  which, 
it  will  not  be  doubted,  but  that,  on  his 
making  his  appearance  in  the  break- 
fading 
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fading   parlour,    he  muft  cut   a  very 
ridiculous  figure. 

It  was  now  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and,  as  Pbilo  feemcd,  to  the  wine^ 
merchant 3  to  be  much  intoxicated  the 
preceding  evening,  he  was,  with  ail  that 
readinefs  and  concern  for  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  which  ilrongly  mark- 
ed his  charaftcr,  anxioufly  waiting  for 
our  hero  a  confiderable  time  before 
poor  Philo  came  into  the  room. 

♦*  God  blcfs  you,"  faid  Pbilo  to  the 
wine-merchant y  "  you  have  been  very 
good,  but,  really,  I  am  very  bad.  I 
would  not  undergo  fuch  another  excefs 
in  drinking  for  the  univerfe,  notwith- 
ftanding,  I  am  certain  it  was  meant 
well  by  you  and  your  companions. — 
"  Pray,  fir,"  faid  Philo  to  the  wine^ 
merchant^  «*  do  but  look  at  me  ? — don't 
you  think  I  am  in  an  horrible  plight  ? — 
I  have  roufcd  myfclf,  from  your  excel- 
lent 
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lent  bed,  with  infinite  difficulty.-— -I 
have  had  much  a-do  to  get  on  my 
clothes — I  appear  before  you  a  wretch- 
ed and  contem;.tible  young  man,  and  I 
am  quite  alhamed  of  myfclf.'* 

"  Don't  think,  nor  fay,  f »,"  faid  the 
wine -wer chanty  "  don't  fright  yourfelf 
about  nothing,  my  dear  fir —  you  look 
well  enough  in  all  confcience,  but  I 
muft  admit  that  you  will  look  letter, 
when  you  have  divefted  yourfelf  of 
your  terrible  ideas  of  a  very  innocent 
debauch,  and  have  fubflituted,  in  the 
room  of  them,  the  comforts  which  your 
breakfaft,  clean  linen,  the  open  air, 
and  the  fight  of  the  fined  women  in 
the  world  will  afterwards  afford  you, 
in  an  excurfion  which  I  mean  to  take 
with  you  through  this  populous  and 
fplendid  city." 

"Wich  this  profpeft  before  him,  Thilo 
was  mightily  pleafed,  and  c^tfome  break- 
faft. 
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faft,  and  prepared  himfelf  for  future 
adventures  with  that  alacrity  which  is 
the  conftant  companion  of  youthful 
minds   after   every    difappointment    or 

difafter. He   attended   the  wine-mer" 

chant  to  the  inn  they  had  dined  at  the 
day  before,  in  order  to  look  up  the 
remains  of  the  company,  and  found 
himfelf  wonderfully  recovered  by  his 
walk. — He  obferved  half  a  dozen  gen- 
tlemen diverting  themfclvcs  in  the  yard, 
with  one  of  the  poor  crippled  poft- 
horfes,  which  he  had  configned  to  the 
care  of  the  poftillion,  as  he  was  rifing 
the  hill,  yefterday,  with  the  pathetic 
remonftrance  to  him,  as  fpecified  in  his 
route  to  the  prefent  place  of  his  refi- 
dence. — He  found,  upon  an  inquiry 
into  the  motive  of  the  mirth  of  the 
gendemen,  that  one  of  the  brave  horfes, 
which  he,  and  his  man  Sturdyy  had  fo 
much  admired  for  his  fire  and  fpirit, 
died  of  his  fatigue,  the  moment  he  ar- 
rived at  the  prefent  inn,  with  tlTe  two 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen  mentioned  before,  and  that 
thefe  two  gentlemen  were  among  the 
fix  laughing  at  the  fad  plight  of  the 
other  horfe,  which  was  led  by  a  poftboy 
before  them  to  a  pond  to  drink,  fo 
lame  and  fo  wobe-gone,  poor  creature, 
that  he  could  not  rclifh  a  drop,  and,  in 
confequence  of  his  drooping  powers, 
he  was  the  laughingftock  of  the  whole 
company,  and  died  in  ihe  evening,  a 
melancholy  vidim  to  the  impetuofity 
and  rage  of  the  prefent  times,  for  an 
unnecefTary  celerity  in  travelling,  which 
is  cruel  to,  and  deftiu6live  of,  the 
nobleft  animals  in  the  world. 

As  fome  of  the  domeftics  of  the 
above-mentioned  gentlemen  were  not 
wanting  in  their  mirth  and  pleafantry 
with  the  horfe,  which  afforded  fo  much 
merriment  to  their  mafters,  they  flogged 
him,  pinched  him,  and  played  fuch 
mercilefs  tricks  with  him,  lo  get  him 
into   the   liable,    that   Thomas    Sturdy, 

accidentally 
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accidentally  coming  into  the  yard,  and 
perceiving  the  horfe,  and  recolle6ling 
him^  and  noticing  the  vile  treatment 
he  was  receiving  from  the  lackeys,  he 
fet  upon  them  fo  fuddenly,  and  knocked 
them  about  fo  horribly,  that  they  fltd 
at  all  quarters,  and  became  as  much 
the  objects  of  ridicule  to  the  company, 
as  the  horfe  had  been. 

Sturdy,  not  regarding  whether  the 
prefent  laugh  was  againfl:  himfelf  or 
the  fcrvants,  but  being  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  all  the  inhuman  VvitnefTes 
to  fuch  a  fcene  of  cruelty  were  a  pack 
of  fcoundrels,  he  was  beginning  to 
charge  the  whole  yard  with  the  greacelt 
impetuofity,  when  Philo  interfert-d,  and 
prevented  him  from  giving  any  farther 
proofs  of  that  aftonilhing  prowefs,  and 
thofe  honourable  feelings,  which,  in  the 
moft  pointed  manner,  difgraced  the 
wanton  fooleries  of  the  gentlemen,  the 
fenfelefs  cruelty  of  their  fervams,  and 

the 


66  RAMBLE  OF  PHIL O. 

the  thoughtlefs   fcofFs  of  a  numerous 

tribe  of  filly  and  pitilefs  fpedators. 

Pbilo,  Handing  the  pidure  of  amaze- 
ment, while  the  gentlemen  and  their 
fervants  were  retiring,  and  the  hobbies 
of  fpedlators  were  difperfing,  Mr,  Frank, 
the  landlord  of  the  inn,  jogged  him 
by  the  elbow,  and  afked  him  what 
extraordinary  thing  he  had  feen  that 
ihould  have  put  his  man  into  fuch  a 
terrible  pafllon,  and  he,  himfelf,  into 
fo  profound  a  meditation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  it. — To  which,  Pbilo  replied 
— that  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  horfe 
by  the  lackeys,  and  the  infenfibility 
of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  croud  of 
fpedlators,  upon  fuch  a  mekncholy  oc- 
cafion,  was  enough  to  drown  a  man  of 
any  commiferation,  in  a  flood  of  tears. 
— "  Pray,  fir,"  continued  Pbiloj  looking 
at  Frank,  "  are  not  you  the  landlord  of 
this  houfe,  and  the  owner  of  the  horfe?" 
"  O,   yes,"   faid  Frank,   «  I  am   the 

owner 
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owner  of  the  horfe,  and  the  other  that 
died  yefterday — they  are  both,"  Hud 
Franky  "  did — that  is,  the  one  is  dead, 
and  the  other  is  dying. — You  found 
they  were  knocked  up,  ycfterday,  and 
left  them  upon  the  road — you  were 
right— you  judged  well — for  the  gentle- 
men that  fucceeded  you,  forced  the  boy 
to  drive  thenn  lb  d— d  hard  after  they 
had  taken  breath  a  bit  at  the  top  of  the 
hill,  that  the  one  dropped  down  dead 
inftantly  as  he  entered  the  yard,  and 
the  other,  which  you  have  now  feen  puc 
into  the  flable,  won't  live  till  night." — 
**  And  is  this  all,"  rejoined  Fhiloy  "  you 
have  lo  fay  for  the  lofs  of  your  horfes, 
and,  in  particular,  for  the  cruel  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  deprived  of 
their  exiftence  ?" — "  Why,  look  you,'* 
faid  Frank,  *'■'  I  now  perceive  you  know 
nothing  of  the  matter. — In  great  travel- 
ling inns,  fir,"  continued  Frank,  "we 
have  fuch  a  wonderful  demand  for 
horfes,   and  all  degrees  of  people  fly 

with 
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with  fuch  rapidity,  and  in  fuch  vaft 
numbers,  through  the  land,  upon  va- 
rious occafions,  that  the  ftouteft  hunters- 
Vv'c  can  get  will  fcarcely  hold  out  above 
a  twelvemonth,  before  they  a  did — 
that  is,  knocked  up,  fir,  dead,  or  ujelejs — 
you  underftand  me."  *'  Gracious !" 
exclaimed  Philo,  with  furprize,  "  have 
you  no  mercy  upon  the  pcor  horfes  ? 
or,  if  you  have  no  mercy  upon  the 
generous  animals,  have  you  no  regard 
to  the  lofs  of  your  money  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  them  ?" — "  D — n  mercy  upon 
horfes,"  cried  Frank,  "  it  gives  me 
infinite  joy  to  behold  a  good  bottomed 
one  knock  his  companion  up,  and  lay 
him  dead  at  his  feet,  though  he,  him- 
felf,  dies  immediately  in  the  ftruggle; 
— an  1,  as  to  the  killing  of  them  fo 
rapidly  as  we  do,  we  find  the  public 
pays  us  amply  in  return,  for  the  dif- 
patch  of  its  concerns  and  our  horfes; 
and  what  the  plague  have  we  to  do 
with   any  thing  but  our  own  intereft, 

although 
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although  all  the  horfes  in  the  kingdom 
ihould  be  deftroyed  in  confequence  of 
our  proceedings." — "  You  are  a  cruel 
devil,"  faid  P^ik,  with  more  warmth 
than  ever  he  had  uttered  a  fyllable  in 
his  life,  "  and  the  people  that  employ 
you  are  no  lefs  execrable  than  yourjelf." 
— So  faying,  he  flew  to  the  wine-mer- 
chanty  who  had  been  talking  with  in- 
different people  all  this  time,  and 
eagerly  defired  him  to  leave  the  prcfent 
fcene  of  brutality,  and  condutfl  him 
to  fomething  more  agreeable  to  his 
kindly  turn  of  mind,  and  the  benevo- 
lence of  his  difpofuion. 

It  now  drawing  towards  twelve 
o'clock,  the  uine- merchant  led  our  hero 
to  a  public  parade,  adjoining  to  the 
town,  which  was  the  general  refort,  at 
this  time  of  the  day,  of  ail  the  unemi- 
ployed  beues  and  beaux  of  the  place,  ^r- 
He  found    the    wme- merchant    to   be 

faluted. 
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faluted,  by  every  parry,  with  very  inte- 
refting  tokens  of  refpeft,  and  he,  him- 
felf,  in  confequence  of  them,  to  be 
regarded  with  particular  marks  of  fa- 
vour.— The  ladies  looked  at  him  with 
the  eyes  of  penetrating  approbation, 
which  plainly  indicated  to  the  wine- 
merchant,  that  they  were  convinced  he 
was  a  fine  young  fellow,  and  exquifitely 
formed  for  the  vigorous,  as  well  as  the 
Joft,  endearments  of  Icve. — He  became, 
at  once,  the  objcd  of  inquiry,  and  the 
delight  of  the  whole  alTemblagej  and 
was  fo  enchanted  with  his  reception 
among  thefe  goddeffes  (as  he  looked 
upon  them  all  to  be)  that  he  fell  a 
facrifice  to  an  artful  courtezariy  who, 
under  the  colour  of  a  modeft  deport- 
ment, and  an  ardent  prepcffeflion  in  his 
favour,  allured  him  to  her  lodgings, 
without  the  lead  knowledge  of  the 
w'lne-mer chanty  or  any  other  part  of  the 
company. 

Plilo 
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Ph'ilo  has  been  exhibited  to  the  reader 
as  a  perfect  chara6ter  of  innocence  and 
fimplicity,  from  his  living  in  obfcurity 
all  his  younger  days,  and  has  been 
brought  forwards,  among  mankind, 
ftrongly  marked  with  the  fined  prin- 
ciples of  morality,  as  well  as  the  mofl 
acute  feelings  of  fenfibilityj  yet,  as  ic 
would  be  ridiculous  to  impofe  upon 
the  public  eye,  a  chara<fcer  altogether 
divefted  of  thofe  frailties  incident  to 
the  moft  exemplary  perfonages  that 
ever  did,  or  ever  will,  flourifli  in  the 
tide  of  former,  or  future  times,  it  muft 
be  known,  that  our  heroy  being  by 
nature  of  an  amorous  conllitution,  he 
very  narrowly  efcaped  letting  the  virtues 
of  chaitity  nod  a  little,  through  the 
bewitching  carelTes  of  a  very  beautiful, 
but  a  very  wicked,  wanton,  well-drelTed 
woman  of  the  town. 

As  thefe  hu flies  always  fet  a  mark 

upon    the    unwary,    fhe    watched    her 

6  opportunity. 
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opportunity,  upon  the  aforefaid  parade, 
to  draw  our  hero'^  attention  from  a 
combination  of  charms,  in  the  beautiful 
obje<5ls  that  engaged  it,  to  herfelfj  and, 
dyly  accofting  him  with  the  prettied 
words  and  manners,  imaginable,  and, 
obferving  the  ivine -merchant  to  be  talk- 
ing to  other  ladies,  fhe  made  herfelfa 
pleafing  fair-one  inftantaneoufly  to  our 
novkti  and  drew  him  off  the  public 
walk,  and  got  him  into  her  poflefTion, 
as  cleverly  as  any  baggage  of  her  pro- 
feffion  had  done  the  like  before  her. — 
She  enticed  poor  Fh'ilo^  by  her  blandifli- 
men:s,  to  her  lodgings,  as  has  been 
intimated  to  the  reader,  and  worked 
herfelf  into  his  good  graces  fo  far,  and 
made  herfelf  iucii  a  fweet  cre.iture,  in 
his  unfufpe(5ting  opinion  of  her  fin- 
cerity,  and  importance,  as  a  refpe(5t- 
able  inhibi:anc  of  the  town,  that 
fhe  obtained  from  him  a  promife  to 
fup  with  her  in  private,  in  the  evening, 
and   to   conceal   his  engagement   with 

her 
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her  from  ali  his  companions  and  fol- 
lowers. 

This  plan  being  adjufled,  perfecflly 
to  the  fatisfaflion  of  the  courtezan  and 
our  hero,  he  took  liis  leave  of  her,  and 
]o\ntAt\it  wine-merchant y  and  his  com- 
pany, at  dinner,  wliere  he  found  a 
plentiful  table,  and  a  brilliant  groupe 
of  the  mod  accomplifned  ladies. 

Philo  was,  by  this  additional  appear- 
ance of  beauty,  in  a  feleftion  of  the 
fin;^{t  young  women  in  the  town,  io 
exquifitely  delighted,  that  he  had  forgot 
his  engagement  with  the  courtezany 
when  a  perfon,  employed  by  the  artful 
vixen,  fent  for  him  out  of  the  parlour, 
and  informed  him  that  the  lady  was 
waiting  for  him,  and  that  fupper  was 
nearly  ready. 

Fired  by  this  In':e]}igence,  though  he 
knew  not  ^^'hy,  our  hero  ruflled  into  the 
VuL.  II,  E  pjilour 
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parlour,  and  took  his  leave  of  the  «;/«<?- 
merchant  and  his  company,  for  a  few 
hours,  he  faid,  in  order  to  fettle  fome 
affairs  with  his  man  Sturdy,  at  the  inn. 
— The  ladies  retiring  at  this  jundture, 
favoured  the  efcape  of  our  hero,  without 
any  inquiries  concerning  his  abrupt 
departure. 

As  we  would  endeavour  to  follow 
human  nature,  and  the  real  circum- 
flances  that  attended  Philo  in  his  rambky 
the  reader's  penetration  will  enable  him 
to  perceive  the  dawnings  o^  deceit  in  our 
herOj  in  confequence  of  his  paflions 
having  been  roufed  by  the  charms  of 
novelty,  and  the  glare  of  oftentation, 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  his  imagination 
was  intoxicated,  and  his  virtues  lulled 
alleep. — If  this  had  not  been  the  cafe, 
at  the  prefent  moment,  he  would  have 
thought  it  an  unpardonable  crime,  to 
tell  the  "JDine-mercbantj  as  an  excufe 
for  leaving  his  company,  that  he  was 

going 
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going  to  look  after  his  own  concerns 
at  the  inn,  when,  in  reality,  he  knew 
himfelf  to  be  engaged  in  another  affair. 
— But  this  being  the  firft  time  of  his 
life,  that  our  hero  fancied  himfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  putting  on  falfe  ap- 
pearances, it  may  be  hoped,  that  the 
fequel  of  his  prefent  purfuits  will  be  a 
leffon  to  him,  never  to  do  the  like 
again. 

He  attended  the  mefTenger  to  the 
lodgings  of  the  courtezan j  and  was  re- 
ceived by  her  with  all  thofe  warm 
tokens  of  regard,  which  fhe  well  knew 
would  inflame  the  palfions  of  a  youth, 
who  was,  as  Ihe  faw,  utterly  unac- 
quainted with  the  wiles  of  the  profligate 
part  of  her  fex,  and  whofe  ignorance 
and  fimplicity,  llie  was  determined  to 
convert  to  her  own  advantage. 

She   had    provided   a    neat   fupper, 

and  fomc  wines,  ftimuUted  with  fuch 

E  2  power 
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powers  of  inflaming  the  blood,  that  {he 
had  nearly  drawn  our  heroy  by  her 
wanton  careffcs,  and  lafcivious  deport- 
ment, before  he  had  time  to  roufe  his 
morals  in  his  defence,  or  to  withftand 
her  fudden  attacks  upon  his  virtue,  into 
the  commifflon  of  the  fad  crime  of  forni- 
cation,  when  Sturdy,  from  an  inquiry 
fet  on  foot  after  his  mailer,  by  the 
ivitje -merchant,  entered  the  lodgings. 
of  the  courtezan,  and  furprized  Philo 
upon  the  very  fummic  of  his  amorous 
elevation. 

This  unexpecSled  intrufion  of  his 
'man,  at  fo  critical  a  crijis,  inflamed  our 
heroes  mind  in:o  fuch  a  monftrous  fury 
of  pafllon,  that  he  abfoJutely  ftruck 
Sturdy  fcveral  fevere  blows,  and  was 
continu'ng  his  violence,  when  three 
young  fellows,  occafional  paramours  of 
the  courtezan,  appeared,  and  fet  them- 
ftlves  in  a  ceriilic  poilurc  of  attack. 

The 
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The  honeft  Sturdy,  having  been, 
accidentally,  informed  of  the  charafler 
of  the  courtezan,  and  not  regarding  the 
unworthy  treatment  he  had  received 
from  his  maflrcr,  nor  the  menacia^^; 
countenances  of  the  above-mentioned 
bullies,  but  impelled  by  a  notion  that 
Philo  flood  in  immediate  need  of  the 
beft  of  his  exertions,  to  fave  his  life, 
he  flew  at  the  afiaiLnts,  with  fuch  a 
hearty  refolution,  that  he  levelled  one 
of  them  in  a  moment  j  then,  calling  to 
his  maimer  to  defend  himfelf,  he  followed 
up  his  blov.'s  with  the  otfier  two  in  fuch 
a  furious  manner,  that  he  v.ould  foon 
have  cleared  the  room  of  all  his  opr 
ponents,  had  it  not  been  for  a  fudden, 
and  wicked  attempt,  of  the  woman, 
with  whoin  PhUo  had  been  io  ena- 
moured, to  ftab  Sturdy  with  a  knife, 
which  fhe  fnatched  from  a  table,  in 
tl^.e  rancour  of  her  difappointed  plea- 
fures  and  deiigns  upon  Philo,  had  he 
not  prevented  her,  by  feizing  the  in- 
E  3  ftrument 
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ftrument  out  of  her  hand,  and  throv»ing 
it  into  the  fire. 

The  circumftances  of  this  fray,  grow- 
,ng  to  fuch  a  flivage  pitch,  inflamed 
both  parties  with  redoubled  rage  and 
impetuofity  j  for  Sturdy,  being  thrown 
off  his  guard  by  his  horror  at  the 
^voman's  bafe  attack  upon  his  life,  and 
his  affailants  recovering  themfelves  in 
coniequence  of  it,  they  fet  upon  hinrr 
like  lo  many  inf.rnalsj  whilft  the  woman, 
to  the  utter  confufion  of  Philoj  flew  to 
the  afliftance  of  her  aflbciates,  like  a 
/wry,  and  difcovered  herfelf  to  be  the 
bell  boxer  among  them. 

Sturdy i  though  he  had  fet  his  back 
asainfl  the  wall,  and  had  defended 
himfelf  with  aflronifliing  ftrength  and 
agility,  yet  he  was  nearly  exhaufted, 
and  almoft  overpowered  by  the  force 
of  fuch  odds  againit  him,  when  Phihj 
recovering  from  a  kind  of  flupid  trance, 

into 


RAMBLE    OF   PHIL  O.  ro 

into  which  thefe  ftrange  and  unac- 
countable proceedings  had  involved 
him,  and  flung  with  remorfe  at  his 
unjuft  ufiige  of  his  man,  whom  he  nozi) 
perceived  to  be  fighting  entirely  in  his 
mnfiers  caufe,  he  joined  the  honcfl 
Sturdy^  wich  fiich  a  furprizing  power 
and  effect,  that  the  occafional  paramours 
of  the  cciirtizariy  were  driven  out  of  the 
houfe  in  a  very  little  time,  and  the 
ccurtezatiy  herlelf,  after  the  defeat  of  her 
affbciates,  thought  fit  to  make  her 
efcape  from  her  prtfent  quarters,  in 
confequence  of  her  apprehenfions,  that 
fhe  m.ight  be  brought  to  the  difgraceful 
punifhment  of  a  public  whipping,  for 
her  flagrant  and  wicked  attempt  upon 
the  life  of  Slurdy. 

Thus,  the  coaft  being  cleared,  and 
Tbilo  being  fatisfied,  by  his  man,  that 
he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mon flrumpet,  and  a  parcel  of  fcoun- 
drels,  he  hallily  paid  an  ancient  hawd 
E  4  for 
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fur  hi-s  entertainment,  and,  with  honor 
in  his  countenance,  at  his  being  con- 
cerned in  fuch  a  criminal  icene,  he 
ruihed  out  of  the  houfc,  with  his  in- 
vincible man  Sturdy,  and  followed  him 
to  the  inn  they  had  dined  at  the  day 
btfore. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Mr.  7>^;;«;'s,  of 
the  George,  he  found  the  inq.nry  which 
had  been  fet  on  foot  by  the  ivine- 
merchant  after  him,  in  confcqiience  of 
ills  leaving  that  gentleman's  houfe  fo 
abruptly,  and  not  returning  according 
to  his  promife,  had  produced  very 
unfavourable  ideas  of  his  chirafter. — 
The  wine-merchant  having  called  about 
nine  o'clock,  at  the  inn,  to  inquire  for 
Philoy  was  furprized  to  find  th.u  nobody 
there  had  feen  any  thing  of  him,  not- 
withftanding  he  had  told  the  wlne^ 
merchant  he  was  leaving  him  for  a  little 
time,  purely  to  fettle  fome  affairs  at  the 
fame  place,  with  his  man;  and  he  was 

ftili 
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flil]  more  furprizcd,  upon  his  looking 
am'ong  the  peafants,  in  the  public 
kitchen,  for  Siurdy,  to  perceive  that 
honefl  fellow,  to  be  enjoying  hinnfelf 
■with  the  bumpkins,  perfe6lly  at  his  eafe, 
under  the  pleafing  fatisfaftion  and  com- 
forts of  his  own  mind,  that  his  mafter 
v;as  fafely  lodged,  after  all  his  difficul- 
ties, in  fuch  a  noble  gentleman's  houfe 
as  the  wine-merchant's. 

Upon  the  wine-mercbant  accofting 
Sturdy  mxxh  inquiries,  what  was  become 
of  his  mafter,  Thomas  ftarted  up  in 
aftonilhment,  and  faid,  he  fuppofed  that 
his  'maffer  was  at  his  honour*^  houfe, 
for  that  he  had  not  heard  of  him  lince 
he,  the  wine-merchant,  and  Philo,  were 
together  in  the  morning,  in  the  yard  of 
the  prefent  inn, 
.'•  '■   n ' *  • 

Froni  thefe  circumftances  a  general 
hubbub  of  queftions  and  anfwers  were 
alked  and  returned,  by  the  louts^  in  the 
'  E5  kitchen. 
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kitchen,  if  Philo  had  been  feen  by  any 
of  them;  when  a  fly-looking  caitiff  in 
a  corner,  faid,  he  had  feen  the  gentle- 
man in  the  morning  with  Madam  Catch- 
monkey y  and  that  he  fuppofed  he  was 
now  with  her,  doing  thofe  things  which 
young  gentlemen  are  apt  to  do. 

At  this  information,  the  wine-jner- 
tha7tt  fmiled  and  went  home,  and  Slurdy, 
with  fome  difficulty,  getting  intelligence 
of  Madam  Catchmonkefs  abode,  he  found 
out  the  place  of  her  refidence,  and 
executed  the  office  of  a  faithful  fervant, 
to  an  inexperienced  mailer,  in  the 
fpirited  manner  in  which  he  has  been 
Ikerally  described  to  have  done  his 
duty.  , 

Philo  having  been  informed  of  thefe 
matters,  and  being  imprefled  with  an 
idea,  that  his  mifleading  the  wine-mer- 
chanf,  had  hurt  his  charafter  in  the 
opinion  of  that  gentleman,  and  finding, 

from 


RAMBLE    OF   PHILO.  «j 

from  the  pert  behaviour  of  Mr.  Frank, 
the  landlord  of  the  George,  and  his  wife 
and  daughters,  that  he  was  now  con- 
fidered,  by  them,  as  a  wanton  libertine, 
in  confequence  of  the  abov€-mentioned 
rumour  in  the  kitchen,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  wine-merchant,  that  he  had  been 
fpending  his  evening  with  a  common 
proftitute  of  the  town,  he  refolved  to 
make  his  efcape  from  the  prefent  fcenc 
of  his  difgrace,  and  ordered  Sturdy  to 
fet  out  with  him,  immediately,  towards, 
his  own  hamlet.. 

It  being  now  nearly  eleven  o'clock 
at  night.  Sturdy  was  thunderftruck  at 
this  refolution  of  his  mafter,  and  begged 
of  him,  for  God's  fake,  to  wait  till  the 
morning,  when  he  would,  he  faid,  be  as 
glad  as  himfelf,  to  retire  with  him  to 
their  own  happy  home. — But  Philo 
continuing  determined  to  fet  off  im- 
mediately. Sturdy  was  obliged  to  gather 
up  his  own  and.  his  mailer's  linen  in 
E  6  his 
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his  waller,  as  quick  as  lightning,  and  to 
follow  the  impeiuous  Philoj  who  was 
raging  at  the  door  of  the  inn,  quite 
alhamed  of  his  paft  condud,  and  wait- 
ing, with  the  impatience  of  a  madman, 
for  his  fervant ;  while  the  landlordy  and 
his  familyy  endeavoured  to  mollify  his 
refentment  a:  their  impertinent  remarks 
upon  him,  which  they  now  perceived 
to  have  been  improper,  and  to  have 
thrown  him  into  the  mofl  fhocking: 
opinion  of  himfelf,  and  the  prefent 
pofture  of  his  affairs. 

During  the  expoftulatrons of :/Wr.  i^r^«/^ 
zndi  h.\s  family  with  Philoj  and  the  warm 
folicitations  of  Sturdy,  who  had  joined 
them,  in  their  increaties,  that  he  would, 
by  no  means,  trull  at  midnight  to  the: 
inclemency  of  the  weaiher,  and  the 
certain  mifery  into  which  he  muft 
inevitably  plunge  himfclf,  the  wine- 
merchant  appeared,  a  fecond  time,  to 
inquire  aft-er  our  hirv,  and  was  truly 
2  ^   .;  alarmed 
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alarmed  at  the  deplorable  ftate  of 
Philo's  mind,  and  the  violence  of  his- 
proceedings. 

The  wine-merchant  had  not  conceived, 
when  he  was  at  die  inn  before  to  inquire 
for  Philoy  that  the  trifling  circumllance, 
as  he  looked  upon  it,  of  his  having,  as  he 
had  heard,  picked  up  a  girl  for  his 
amufement,  would  have  had  any  other 
efFc>5ls  upon  him,  than  the  charms  of  a 
prefent  enjoyment,  and  the  plagues  of 
a  future  puniflimenr,  incident  to  fuch 
unguarded  connexions,  might  produce. 

Th.^  wine-merchant  was  a  bachelor y  of 
about  the  age  of  thirty-five,  and  being 
a.  man  of  the  worlds  and  a  free-thinker 
in  his  ideas  of  women,  he  had  forgot 
thdfe  Jjtrrors  which  t\itflrfl  tranfgrefiions 
of  a  youth,  trained  in  the  principles  of 
every  fpecies  of  morality,  were  always 
accompanied  with. — Pie,  therefore,  con- 

fidered 
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fidcred  our  hero^  affair  with  the  courte- 
zaiiy  as  a  foolifh  flight  of  an  inex- 
perienced young  man,  which  the  trivial 
confequences,  as  he  thought  of  the  mat- 
teVy  as  above-mentioned,  would  enable 
him  to  be  more  cautious  for  the  time 
to  come,  and  teach  him  to  avoid  the 
common  proflitutes  of  his  country,  and 
to  manage  his  amorous  connexions  with 
more  diicret-ioni 

ImprelTed  widi  theie  principles,  and 
impelled  by  the  refolute  turn  of  his 
mind,  upon  every  occafion,  he  infifted 
upon  our  hero'^  giving  up  all  thoughts 
of  going  home. — He  feized  the  dif- 
trafled  Fhilo  by  the  arm,  and  forced 
him  to  abide  by  his  direftions. — He 
ordered  Sturdy  to  return  into  the  kitchen, 
and  enjoy  himfelf — and  reprimanded 
Monfieur  Frank,  and  his  family,  for 
their  oflfcnces. — He  took  poor  Philo  to 
his  own  houfe — he  gave  him   fome 

cherifhing 
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cherifhing  wines,  and  fome  convivial 
advice,  and  put  him  to  b^d  entirely 
reconciled  to  his  fate. 

In  the  morning,  when  Philo  awoke, 
he  reconfidered  all  his  paft  actions  and 
purfuits,  and  concluded  this  fettling  of 
his   accounts  with  himfelf,  with  a  firm 
refolution  to  be  more  upon  his  guard  for 
the  future,    in  all  his   concerns.      He 
perceived  the  mere  appearance  of  vice 
to  be  equally  deftrudlive  of  a  virtuous 
charader,  as  the  actual  commiffion  of 
the  moft  flagrant  crimes,    and  he   re- 
folved  to  check,    by  his   precautions, 
that  inadvertency  which  had  led  him  to 
the  lodoinss  of  the  court ezariy  from  ever 
plunging  him    into    fuch    a    fituation 
again. — He  breakfafted  with  the  wine- 
merchanty  and  two  ancient  fillers  that 
kept   his   houfe — he  was   laughed   out 
of  his  laft  night's  furious  thoughts  of 
going   home  by  that  gentleman,   and 
went  with  him  to  the  houfe  of  my  lady 

FinefeelingSy 
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Finfeelingii  to  whom  the  fquire-,  in  his 
letter  to  the  "jjine-merchaniy  had  jocofeiy 
defiled  he  might-  be  configned. — He 
took  up  his  abode  with  that  lady — he 
thanked  the  ivine-merchant  for  his  civili- 
ties, and  entered  upon  this  new  turn  of 
his  affairs,  with  a  pofitive  determination 
to  abide  by  his  own  wary  conduft,  in  his 
future  operationis,  and  the  faithful  coun- 
felis  of  his  man  Sturdy  i  whcfe  diligence 
in  his  fervice,  he  looked  upon  to  be 
quite  adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  his 
ramble^ 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

FARCICAL    DESCRIPTION    OF    FAMILY 
DISPUTES. 

THE  wine-mercharJ  Introauced  our 
hero  to  my  Icdy  Finefeelings,  as  a 
young  gentleman  who  wanted  to  lodge 
and  board  £t  her  houfe:  he  was  re- 
ceived very  gracioufly  by  that  courtiiks 
lady,  and  the  wine -merchant  immediately 
retired  with  that  fr(jlickrome  fatisfaftion 
which  is  always  exhibited  by  men  verfed 
in  the  w.ivs  of  the  world,  when  they 
can  divert  themfelves  at  the  exrence 
of  thofe  that  are  unacquainted  with 
mankind}  and  he  promifed  himfcif 
much  ple.fure  in  the  account  he 
fhould   foon   be    enabled   to    o;ive    the 

jQiilre 
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fquire  of  our  hero's  embarrafTinents,  in 
the  lodgings  to  which  that  jovial  bac- 
chanalian had  reconimended  him. 

It  inufl  be  remarked,  that  previous 
to  the  fquipe's  recomm.endation  of  our 
hero  to  my  lady  Finefeelings  (v/hich  he 
had  not  been  apprized  of)  another  of 
her  fiflers,  who  had  gained  a  little 
competency  in  bufinefs,  and  who, 
though  fhe  was  the  youngefl,  yet  fhe 
was,  alfo,  an  ancient  maiden,  had  re- 
tired from  her  employment,  and  being 
ufed  to  the  management  of  houfehold 
affairs.  Die  had  taken  upon  herfelf  the 
whole  of  the  concerns  of  my  lady  Fine- 
fcelhgSy  and  had  a;^.rced  to  be  the  fole 
manager  and  miftrefs  of  the  premifes, 
and  to  receive  and  pay  every  thing, 
while  her  fifleis,  Furiofa  and  my  lady 
Finefeelings,  were  lO  board  with  her  in 
the  fame  manner,  th  ugh  at  a  lower 
rate,  as  any  othtrr  p  rfon  fhe  might 
chufe  to  ^accommodate. 

The 
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The  characters  of  Fiiricfa  and  my 
lady  Finefee/ingSy  have  been  given  in  a 
previous  chapter,  and  not  to  dwell  upon 
the  prefcnt  peifonage,  in  a  third  fider, 
which  we  here  introduce  to  the  reader, 
let  it  fuffice,  that  llie  was  fo  fat  and  fo 
iliorr,  and  withal  fo  different  in  her 
notions  of  the  other's  affefted  politenefs 
and  gentility,  that  fhe  was,  in  thefe 
refpefts,  quite  a  conrraft  to  them  botlii 
but  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  was  as  irouble- 
fome  about  tnfies  as  her  fillers,  though 
Ihe  was,  intrinfecally,  a  very  vvell  mean- 
ing woman,  and  one  that,  had  fhe  not 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  her  relations, 
would  have  proved  a  much  more  re- 
fpedlable  charafter  than  fhe  will  appear 
in  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  houfe  of  my  lady  Fine/ee lings, 
we  mufl  now  change  for  that  of  J\lrs, 
Flump,  her  filter j  the  latter  having 
very  properly  thought  fit  to  alter  tlic 

commoa 
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common  compliment  paid  to  unmarried 
ladies  of  Mifs  to  Mijtrefs  y  and  though 
it  is  {tZTi  to  be  a  liard  cafe,  for  the  mofi: 
ancient  maidens  to  adopt  this  matron- 
iikcti:lej  even  upon  the  verge  of  their 
exiilence,  yet  Mrs.  Plump  was  recon- 
ciled 10  it  at  the  age  oi  forty-five  I . 

The  premifes  of  Mrs.  Phnnp  con- 
fiiled  of  a  very  convenient  houfe  and 
garden,  fituated  upon  the  fkirts  of  the 
pleafanteft  part  of  the  town,  and  v/ere 
poffefled  of  the  combined  merits,  and 
the  agreeable  appendages,  of  a  country- 
houfe,  as  v;ell  as  a  town-houfe. 

My  lady  Finefeelings  being  the  only 
perfonage  at  home,  except  a  fervant 
maid,  when  the  wim-werchanl  delivered 
Philo  into  her  hands,  fhe  took  him  into 
a  parlour  with  wonderful  feeming  cor- 
diality, but,  like  a  bufy  body  about 
-nothing,    llie  cxprelTed  great    furprize 

at 
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e 
foon. 


at  the  wi7H-mer chant' ^  leaving  himfo 


After  Philo  had  reconciled  her  to 
this  momentous  circumftance,  by  giving 
her  a  concife  hlftory  of  hinrtfelf,  and  his 
recommendation   to  her,  as  a  boarder, 

by  the  fqiiire  of ,  through   the 

medium  of  the  wine-mefchant^  fhe  buril 
into  an  atfedled  laugh,  and  faid,  "  to 
be  fure  the  /quire  is  a  comical  gentle- 
man, and,  in  his  vifits  to  the  wine^ 
merchant  J  he  has  often  called  upon  me, 
and  lias  propofed  many  matches  in  the 
connubial  way  for  my  mature  conftderation; 
but,  dear  fir,  I  don't  chufe  to  throw 
myfelf  away  upon  fuch  trifling  offers  as 
the  /quire  frequently  propofed  to  me. — • 

0  la!"  bridling,  continued  my  lady 
Fim/eelingSy  "I  mufl:  own,  dear  fir,  that 

1  am  not  fo  young  as  I  have  been,  but 
at  the  fame  time,  I  may  prefume,  that 
I  am  not  divefted  of  fome  charms  yet, 
which   might  make  amends  for  other 

deficiencies. — - 
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deficiencies. — 1  have  feelingSy  fir,  of  thie 
iTioft: /^»^^r  kind;  and  am  not  without 
hopes  of  exhibiting  them  fomiC  time  or 
other,  for  the  mutual  folace  of  me,  and 
my  intended  adoption  of  a  delicate  and 
fruitful  difplay  of  the  fofc  and  tranf- 
porting  pafTion  of  love,  in  a  coyijugal 
connexion  with  a  gentleman  of  parts, 

karning^    and   the  Jciefices. The   firft 

men  in  the  world,  fir,  have  bowed  at 
xhtjhrine  o(  beauty,  and,  I  can  fay,  that 
I  have  had  my  Ihare  of  adoration; 
perhaps,  fo-  great  a  Ihare,  that  it  made 
me  too  difficult  in  my  youthful  days, 
and  has  procraftinated  my  ultimate 
defign  of  fixing  myfelf  for  life,  in  the 
arms  and  embraces  of  2ifne  gentleman, 
and  a  man  of  feeling,  until  hymen  will 
fcarcely  think  it  worth  his  while  to  light 
up  his  torch  at  my  wedding." 

Phik  looked  fteadily  at  my  lady  Fine- 
feelings,  during  her  rhapfody  of  extreme 
nonfenfe,  and  vain  and  fantaflic  foolery, 

and 
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and  was  not  a  little  concerned,  on  con- 
templating her  figure,  which,  to  him, 
feemed  like  a  tall,  thin,  withered  trunk 
of  a  faplefs  tree,  to  think  that  a  woman 
of  her  age  and  appearance,  could  make 
herfelf  fo  prepofteroufly  ridiculous,  be- 
fore an  utter  ftranger,  as  to  talk  upon 
a  fubje<5l  fo  foreign  to  what  he,  in  his 
own  inexperienced  ideas  of  the  fex, 
judged  fhe  ought  to  have  done. 

But  Philo,  not  being  in  the  lead 
acquainted  with  the  vanities  of  the  fe- 
male fex,  even  at  the  period  of  their 
charms,  and  when  their  powers  of  ex- 
citing the  amorous  propenfities  are 
totally  at  an  end,  could  not  poffibly 
conceive  that  my  lady  Finefeelings  was 
making  love  to  him  all  this  while,  and 
he,  confequently,  difappointed  the  ar- 
dour of  her  rhapfody  upon  the  occafion, 
by  fuch  a  faturnine  and  frigid  filence 
(to  fpeak  in  her  own  flyle)  that  froze 

the 


96  RAMBLE    OF    PHILO. 

the  tonid  Jenfihilily  of  the  bundle  of 
flicks,  my  lady  Finefeelings^  until  flie 
was,  herfelf,  fo  creft  fallen,  and  fo  dif- 
mayed,  that  fhe  could  not  help  con- 
cluding, from  this  her  Lift  feeble  effort 
to  captivate  the  hearts  of  the  young  and 
the  gay,  that  fhe  was  much  more  fir, 
as  a  fagot^  to  light  up  the  torch  of 
Hyme-fiy  than  to  blaze,  as  a  hride^  before 
the  god  of  marriage^ 

While  things  flood  in  this  difcon- 
certed  way,  my  lady  Finefeelings  was 
roufed  from  her  prefent  dilemma  by 
the  calls  oi  Mrs.  Flumpy  in  the  kitchen, 
who  had  juft  arrived  from  her  morning 
markettings,  and  was  ftirring  up  the 
embers  of  difputation  v/ith  her  maid. — 
My  ydy  FinefeelingSj  with  an  afFeded 
grin,  left  our  hero  to  the  contemplation 
of  his  prefent  fituation,  and  joined  Mrs, 
Plump  in  the  kitchen. 

Before 
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Before  Philo  could  turn  his  thoughts 
about  to  any  purpofe,  the  following 
difturbancc  in  the  kitchen,  which  he 
t^vfr-heard,  took  place  of  every  other 
confiderauon. 

"  Where's    the    girl    gone?"    cried 
Mrs.  Plumps   "  file's  always  out   of  the 
way — I  wonder  where*  fhe  hides  herfelf." 
' — "  I  am  here,"  faid  the  maid,  iffuing 
from    the  brewhoufe,    "  what  do  you 
want  with  me?" — "What  do  I  wane 
with   you  ?"     exclaimed    Mrs.   Plumps 
*'  why,  I  want  you  to  puc  over  the  fire 
the  large  kettle,  to  boil  this  leg  of  veal, 
that  the  butcher  has  brought  with  me.'* 
— ^"  Very  well,   ma'am^"  faid  the  maid, 
«  I'll  do't  direaily."—  «  Stir,  llir,  young 
womsn,"   cried  Mrs.  Vhmp^  "  I  fha'nc 
vi'ait  for  your  lazy  tricks,   I  affure  you, 
I   have   had    enough   of  them." — '^  I 
don't  know  what  lazy  tricks  ycu  mean,'* 
fail  tae  maid,  bringino-  in  the  kettle, 
and  endeavouring  to  hang  it  upon  the 
Vol.  II.  F  pot* 
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pot-hooks. — "  See  there,  now,*'  ex- 
claimed Mrs.  Plump,  "  what  an  oaf 
the  wench  is — raife  the  kettle  a  hook 
higher." — "  No!"  faid  the  girl,  irri- 
tated at  thefe  unneceflary  rebukes,  "  I 
am  certain  it  is  better  as  it  is." — "  Why, 
you  fancy  creature,"  cried  Mrs.  Plumpy 
"  you  don't  fay  fo — I'll  fliow  you  your 
ignorance,  young  woman,  in  a  minute 
— there — don't  you  think  it  more  pro- 
perly placed,  now  that  I  have  raifed  it 
a  hook  higher  ?" — '^  I  fee  no  difference," 
faid  the  maid.— "Why,  Mrs.  Dolly;' 
faid  my  lady  Finefeelings,  after  ftanding 
by,  and  not  fpeaking  a  word  all  this 
time,  "  I  think  the  matter  in  queflion 
may  be  ftill  mended,  upon  a  more 
mature  confideration  of  the  cafe. — If 
you  will  juft  hollow  the  grate,  and  put 
two  more  coals  upon  the  lire,  to  keep  it 
up,  Mrs.  Dolly i  and  leave  me  to  fix  the 
kettle  properly,  all  will  do  very  well." 
—"All  will  do  very  well,  will  it?" 
exclaimed  Mrs*  Plumps  "  what !  1  don't 

know 
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know  how  to  fix  a  kettle,  but  I  mufl:  be 
tutored  by  you  and  Mrs.  Dolly,   as  you 

call   her,    muft   I?." "  Why,  really 

ma'am,"  faid  my  lady  FinefeelingSy  "  both 
you,  and  Mrs.  Dolly^  have  quice  mif- 
taken  the  proper  mode  of  boiling  a  leg 
of  veal — let  me  raife  the  kettle  as  it 
ought  to  be." — "  You  raife  the  kettle 
as  it  ought  to  be!"  cried  Mrs.  Plumpy 
feizing  the  devoted  kettle  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  was  faftened  upon  by  the 
hands  of  my  lady  FinefeelingSy  a  mutual 
ftruggle  prevailed  between  thefe  hero- 
ines, to  gain  a  fuper- excellence  of 
character  over  each  other,  by  proving 
before  Mrs.  Dolly,  the  maid,  which  of 
the  two  was  bell  qualified  to  fix  a 
kettle  over  a  fire,  to  boil  a  leg  of  veal, 
until,  by  the  violence  of  their  efforts 
for  the  prize,  the  poor  kettle  dropped 
upon  the  hearth,  and  the  contents  of  it 
fplalhed  the  petticoats  of  the  comba- 
tants, to  the  infinite  diverfion  of  Mrs, 
Dolly,  the  maid,  and  the  terror  of  Philoi 
F  2  who 
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who  wondered  what  could  pofTibly  be 
the  caufe  of  any  hunnan  creatures  quar* 
relling  about  fuch  infignificant  trifles> 
and  making  themfelvcs  unhappv,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  low  and  pitiful 
contentions. 

But  Philoj  as  hath  been  frequently  re- 
marked, is  a  novice  in  life,  and  mufl: 
be  excufed,  for  being  furpr'zed  and 
fhocked  at  the  above  wrangling  and 
bickering,  about  nothing  i  \vhich,  it  is 
well  known,  by  the  experienced  in 
family  connexions,  is  too  often  the 
cafe,  with  very  much  fuperior  cha- 
rafters,  in  their  domeftic  ftrifes,  than 
are  here  introduced,  and  fet  forth,  as  a 
mirror,  before  their  eyes,  to  fhame  them 
out  of  fuch  abjed  and  contemptible 
fquabbles. 

For  this  purpofe  we  muft  leave 
Philo  in  the  parlour,  as  an  aftonillied 
liftener,  to  the  enfuing  curbulent  Icenes 

in 
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in  the  kitchen,  and  haden  to  defcribe 
them. 

The  reader  will  moft  certainly  con- 
clude, that  if  the  fixing  of  a  kettle  upon 
a  fire,  had  caufed  fuch  inflammatory 
proceedings  between  the  two  litters,  its 
being  flung  upon  the  hearth  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  ridiculous  violence, 
would  not  ferve,  at  any  rate,  to  mitigate 
their  wraih  upon  this  tremendous  oc- 
cafion  ! — No — it  did  not,  gentle  reader, 
therefore  liflen  and  perpend. 

"  The  devil  take  your  nonfenfe,** 
faid  Mrs,  Flump j  to  my  lady  Finefeelhigs, 
'^  here's  your  works ! — I  am  in  a  pretty 
pickle,  a'n't  I  ?'* — "  So  am  I  ma'am," 
faid  my  lady  Finefeelings. — "  1  wiih  you 
was  over  head  and  ears  in  a  horfe-pond, 
for  my  part,"  cried  Mrs.  Plumps  "  what 
the  plague  had  you  to  do,  with  your 
pretended  nicety  of  judgmenr,  and  fu- 
periority  of  talents  to  all  the  world,  to 
F  3  meddle. 
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meddle  with  the  kettle  at  all  ? — who 
wanted  you  to  interfere  about  what  did 
not  concern  you? — I  wifh  you  v.'ould 
get  out  of  the  way,  and  mind  your 
own  affairs,  and  that's  enough  for  you 
to  do,  filly,  God  knows,  as  they  are !"_ 
— "  My  affairs,  ma'am,"  faid  my  lady 
FitiefeelingSj  "  are  of  a  m<uch  more  im- 
portant nature  than  your's,  and  that 
I'll  let  you  know  fome  day  or  other." 
— "  your  affairs,  ma^m!"  exclaimed 
Mrs.  Plump,  mimicking  her  fifler's  af- 
feded  manner,  ''what!  is  your  daily 
praftice  of  wafhing,  and  whitening,  and 
difgracing  the  hedges  of  the  garden,  by 
hanging  upon  them  a  parcel  of  old 
linen  rags  to  dry,  fo  tattered  and  rotten, 
and  fo  wobegone,  that  they  are  not 
even  fit  to  repair  the  fretted  part  of  the 
tail  of  a  fmock  withal,  fuch  important 
i^ffcirs  as  you  talk  of? — for  I  know 
nothing  elfe  in  the  world,  ma'am,  that 
you  idle  away  your  time  with  now,  ex- 
cept difturbing  the   regular  courfe  of 

my 
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my  management  and  bufinffs,  in  pro- 
viding for  the  family." — "  Lord  !"  faid 
my  lady  Finefeelings,  "  you  make  me 
faint  with  the  coarfenefs  of  your  attacks, 
— my  nerves  are  Ihattered  to  pieces !  — 
If  I  {lay  to  hear  any  more  I  fhall  die 
with  confufion." — "  Ay,  ay,  away  with 
you,"  faid  Airs.  Plwrp, 

Philoy  confounded  as  he  was  at  fuch 
a  pitiful  altercation  between  the  two 
lifters,  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  old 
rags,  &c.  which  Mrs»  Plump  had  fo 
roundly  charged  the  other  with,  as  being 
the  only  impcrtant  affairs  fhe  was  now 
engaged  in,  and  he  waited  with  fome 
degree  of  compofure  for  the  fequel  of 
the  farce, 

Mrs.  Plump  having  filenced  my  lady 
Finefeelings  J  the  maid,  Mrs.  Dolly,  was 
permitted  to  clean  the  hearth,  and, 
ftrange  to  tell !  fhe  was  allowed,  without 
farther  interruption,  to  fix  the  kettle, 
F  4  which 
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which  fhe  hid  filled  with  frefh  water, 
over  the  fire  to  boil  the  leg  of  veal, 
and  ftill  more  flrange  to  tell!  her  man- 
ner of  doing  h  feemed  to  fatisfy  Airs. 
Plump;  and  all  appeared  at  this  time 
to  promife  nothing  but  domeftic  peace 
and  tranauilitv. 

But  as  thefe  calms  that  fucceed  fuch 
violent  ftorms,  in  a  houfe  divided  againft 
itfelf,  do  not  laft  long,  fo  it  happened 
in  the  famiily  we  are  defcribing:  and 
though  the  pi6lure  we  are  prefenting  ta 
the  reader,  may  feem  in  its  colouring 
to  be  rather  over-charged,  and  border 
too  much  upon  the  out  -  ftretched, 
violent,  and  dittorted  lines  of  the  cari^ 
catura; .  or  as  having  been  drawn  from 
too  low  and  mean  a  fubjedt  of  family 
difputation,  for  general  obfervation,  yet 
we  are  well  apprized,  that  the  remarks 
of  the  experienced  re.;der,  upon  the 
filly  contentions  in  the  mod  refpedlable 
families,  about  trifles,  will  warrant  the 

abovej 
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above,    and    the    enfuing    defcription, 
although  they  may  border,  as  haih  been 
previoudy    ccnfefTed,  rather  too  much 
upon    the    clamorous    contefts   of  the 
lower   clafs   of  people,  who,  upon  all 
oecafions,    fpeak    their   minds    as   un- 
gardedly  as  Mrs.  Plumps  and  who  care 
nor,  of  a  pin's  point,  what  is  faid  of 
them  and  their  concerns. — This  being 
a  fort  of  unimpeachable  honedy,  and 
independency,  which  the  Z'uigar  polTefs 
in  a  much  higher  degree  than  th^  polite j- 
we  will  make  no  more  apologies   for 
our   prefent   pictures,    but  reft  curfelf 
content,  that  their  ftrength  of  delineat- 
ing the  human   pafTions,   however  low 
and   fordid  they  may  appear,  will   rife 
fuperior  to  any  tiaits  taken  from  high 
life,  wherein  the   *'  violent  commotions 
of  the  mind"  are  fcreened  from  general 
notice,    by  the   arts  of  hypocrlfy  and 
dilTimulation,  and  are  fcldom  perceived, 
except  by  thofe  fkilful  obfervcrs  who 
F  5  can. 


io6  RAMBLE   OF  PHIL  O. 

can  fee  through  the  coverings  of  deceit, 
and  pry  into  the  mod  hidden  receffes 
of  the  human  heart. 

■  Juft  as  Pbilo  was  beginning  to  coUedt 
his  powers,  after  the  lad  ftorm  in  the 
kitchen,  and  was  wondering,  in  the 
name  of  patience,  why  he  fliould  be 
left  to  himfelf,  in  fuch  an  unaccountable 
way  as  he  had  been,  and  that  no  notice 
fhould  now  be  taken  by  any  body,  of  his 
being  in  the  houfe,  the  outer  door  of 
the  kitchen  flew  open,  with  fuch  a  bang 
againfl:  the  wall,  that  put  Phllo  in  mind 
cf  thofe  fudden  gufts  of  wind,  in  tem- 
peftuous  weather,  which  rip  up  tiles, 
throw  down  chimneys,  and  tear  up  by 
the  roots,  the  Itouteft  trees  in  the  foreft. 

However  extravagant  the  comparifon 

may    appear,    between   a   door    being 

fuddenly  thrown  open,  and  the  effects 

of  a  loud  and  impetuous  torrent  of 

2  wind. 
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wind,  yet  the  reader,  we  prefume,  will 
not  be  fiirprized  wiien  he  is  informed, 
that  the  faid  door  was  opened,  and  flung 
againft  the  wal],  by  the  hands  of  Furi- 

OS  A,  IM  A  PASSION  ! 

"  What's  the  reafon,"  roared  this 
terrific  creature  (whofe  charadler  as  one 
of  the  prefent  fiflerhood  has  been  de- 
fcribed)  "  that  the  fervant  maid  did 
not  wait  upon  ine  this  morning,  as  I 
ordered  her? — I  have  been  all  over  the 
town  buying  bobbins^  lace^  and  pins,  and 
looked  for  the  wench  to  bring  them 
home,  and  1  have  been  forced  to  carry 
them  myfelf — I  infift  upon  it  that  fhc 
is  turned  out  of  the  houfe  this  m.inute. 
—Where  is  her  ?"— ^^  Here  I  am,"  faid 
the  maid,  advancing  from  her  employ- 
ment  towards  Furioja. "  Here  you 

are,"  roar'd  Furiofa^  "  I  fee  you  are 
here,  you  faucy  fiut,  why  did  not  you 
follow  me  as  I  directed  you  r" — "  I  was 
ordered  to  ftay  at  home,  and  mind  my 
F  6  buHnefs," 
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bufinefs,"  faid  the  maid,  "  and  you 
mud  fettle  it  with  thofe  that  ordered 
me,  for  I  know  nothing  about  it,  and 
can't  ilay  to  talk  to  you,  for  I  am  bufy 
in  preparing  the  dinner." — "  There's 
impudence  for  you !"  roared  Furiojay 
following  the  girl  in  a  menacing  atti- 
tude, "  I'll  tear  you  to  pieces  !" — "  Doj 
at  your  peril,"  cried  the  Je-rcant^  fetting 
afide  all  refpe6l  for  Furiofa^  as  her 
fuperior,  in  confequence  of  the  injurious 
violence  Ihe  w^s  treated  with,  "  I'll 
teach  you  to  tear  pcor  ferva^ts  to  pieces, 
1  warrant  you." — "  You  will,  you  minx^ 
■will  you  ?"  fcreamed  Furiofa^  feizing  a 
bef()m,  and  pufhing  it  towards  the  face 
of  the  girl. — "  Hold  your  hand,"  cried 
the  maid,  "  or  I'll  fix  you  upon  the 
llaff  of  the  befom,  and  fend  you  in  a 
whirlwind,  like  an  old  witch  as  you 
are,  among  your  blaftt-d  filters  upon 
the  barren  commons." — "  Where  the 
devil  did  you  learn  that  ?"  cried  Furiojay 
rather  ftaggered.— "  I  learnt  it  of  my 

good 
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good  old  grandmother,"  faid  the  maid, 
"  and  I  am  fure,  that  if  it  v/as  true  that 
there  were  witches  in  her  time,  who 
haunted  bleak  heaths,  and  phgued  honefl 
folks  with  their  fpells  and  enchantments, 
you  feem,  by  what  I  can  remember  of 
her  (lories,  to  be  as  much  like  one  of 
them  2S  ever  I  faw  any  one  thing  like 
another  in  my  life." — "  Does  my  drefs, 
you  taunting  baggage,"  faid  Furiofa, 
*'  look  like  the  ta'tered  ra^s  of  a  witch  ?'* 
— "  No,  it  does  nor,"  anfwered  the 
maid,  "  yoa  only  look  like  a  wiicii 
dieffed  fine,  and  out  of  charatftcr." 

Furiofas  rage  was  now  quite  un- 
goveinable,  by  any  rules  of  common 
fenfe  or  decency,  and  a  real  fcuffle 
enfued  between  her  and  the  maid  j  but 
the  latter  being  too  ftrong  for  the 
former,  the  dift.aded  Funofa  would 
have  been  very  much  Injured  in  her 
drefs,  if  not  in  her  perfn,  by  the  maid, 
had  not  timely  afliftance  been  given  to 

her 
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her  by  the  immediate  interpofirion  of 
Mrs.  Plumps  and  my  lady  Fwefeelings; 
who,  notwithftanding  thev  had  retired  to 
be  out  of  the  way  of  the  war  of  words, 
between  Fur'ioja  and  the  maid,  which 
was  the  common  recreation  of  all  parties 
in  the  houfe,  and  they  having  had  a 
fiifficlent  portion  of  it  between  them- 
felves  to  lad  for  a  few  hours,  yet  the 
horrid  noife  and  uproar  of  a  fray,  was 
too  alarming  to  be  unnoticed,  even  by 
thofe  that  were  ever  involved  in  a 
tumult  of  the  paffions;  fo  that  the  com- 
batants were  feparated  without  blood- 
fbed — the  maid  returning  to  her  bufinefs 
in  triumph,  and  Furioja  flying  up  the 
ftairs  to  her  toilet,  breathing  forth  the 
dreadful  imprecations  of  rage  and  re- 


Upon   the   cefTation   of  this  fecond 
hurricane,  which  Fhilo  had  been  a  pain- 
ful liftener  to,  he  was  wondering  at  the 
liberties  of  fpeech,  and  the  fierce  rebel- 
lion 
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lion  of  a  fervnnt  againil  the  charges  and 
commands  of  her  fuperiors,  to  whom 
fhe  owed,  in  confequence  of  her  fituacion 
as  a  domeftic,  an  unreferved  fealty  and 
obedience,  when  tlie  dawnings  of  his 
natural  good  fenfe,  in  defpite  of  his 
inexperience,  enlightened  up  his  mind, 
and  he  concluded,  as  wiiely  in  the 
prefent  cafe  as  the  oldeft  head  could 
have  informed  him,  that  where  mailers 
or  miftreffes  of  fervants  do  not  keep 
them  at  a  proper  diftance,  but  are  ever- 
laflingly,  and  in  the  moll  irritating 
terms,  checking,  fcolding,  and  rating 
them  about  trifles,  the  latter  will  grow 
tardy  and  heedlefs  in  their  obedience, 
as  well  as  faucy  and  impertinent  in  their 
language. 

Pkilo  was  jud  adverting  to  the  old 
adage,  which  he  now  recollecled,  that 
"  too  much  famiiarity  breeds  contempt" 
(a  leflbn  which  all  the  heads  of  families 
Ihould   ever  carry  in  their   minds,  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  difjbedlence  and  derifion 
of  their  fervants)  when  my  lady  Fine- 
feelings,  emerging  from  her  afFefted  for- 
getfulnefs,  as  a  fine  lady,  or  rather  as 
an  abigail,  or  a  zvaiiifjg  woman,  to  a  fine 
lady,  who  had  catched  hold  of  the 
lifllefs  and  inattentive  manners  of  her 
fuperiors  of  the  female  fex,  and  had 
tortured  thofe  manners  into  the  moft 
laughable  difplay  of  fantaftic  imitation, 
exclaimed,  in  the  kitchen — ''  O  lack  a 
day !  I  really  have  forgot  the  gentle- 
man in  the  parlour." — "  What  gentle- 
man," faid  Mrs.  Plump,  "  do  you 
mean?" — "  Why,  a  young  gentleman," 
faid    my   lady   Finefeelings,    "  that    Mr. 

,  tb.e  wine- merchant,  brought  here 

this  morning,  and  recommended  to  yoa 
as  a  boartier." — "  Why,  the  woman's 
mad,  to  be  fur'^,"  faid  Mrs.  Plump,  "  to 
fuffer  a  gentleman  to  wait  ail  t  lis  v.hile 
in  the  houfe,  without  any  notie  being 
taken  of  him — where  is  he,  in  God's 
name?"—-"    Why,    he's   in    the    next 

parlour — 
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pailour — but  you  fhocked  my  nerves 
fo  much  when  I  left  him  there,  by  your 
difapprobation  of  my  interference  in 
fixing  the  kettle  to  boil  the  leg  of  veal, 
and  I  have  been  fince  fo  bufily  cm- 
ployed  in  fo  ■  much  more  important 
concerns,  in  my  own  chamber,  that 
the  gentleman,  really,  has  efcaped  my 
memory  till  this  moment."  "  Was 
there  ever  fuch  a  bewildered  trifling 
creature  in  the  world  ?"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Plumpi  "  was  there  ever  a  woman  upoa 
earth  v/ho  could  pofTibly  be  fo  vain  as 
to  flatter  herfelf,  that  ti^e  only  things 
fhe  does  on  this  fide  the  grave,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  a  tediou.'!>,  trifling, 
and  ridiculous  interruption  of  every  the 
mod  minute  concerns  of  a  houfe,  which 
ihe  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with, 
together  with  her  moft  wretched  em- 
ployment in  her  chamber,  of  forting 
and  fowing  old  rags  together,  which 
can  never  be  of  any  ufe  to  herfelf,  or 
any    body   elfe? — Was   there   ever   a 

v/oman 
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woman  in  the  creation,  who  could  pof- 
fibly  arrogate  to  herfelf  as  affliirs  of  the 
mofi:  wonderful  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, fuch  nonfenfical  concernments  as 
thefe  ? — Fy  !  upon  you,  you  vain  crea- 
ture," faid  Mrs.  Plump  to  my  lady  Fine- 
feelingSy  "  get  you  away  to  your  old- 
rags,  and  keep,  if  poffible,  that  lion  of 
a  woman,  who  has  fled  up  to  her  room 
like  a  cat  in  a  fright,  or  an  hyena  in  a 
rage,  in  peace  and  quietnefs  if  you  can,, 
while  I  wait  upon  the  gentleman  you 
talk  of,  and  make  the  bell:  apology  I 
am  able,  for  your  fine  lady-like  for- 
getfulnefs,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking, 
for  your  fine  lady's  woman-like  affeded 
pride,  prudery,  and  inattention." 

Fhiloy  who  had  been,  during  the 
tumultuous  tranfa6lions  in  the  kitchen, 
upon  the  tiptoe  of  impatience,  and 
ready,  every  now  and  tlien,  to  rufh  out 
of  this  houfe  of  tribulation,  and  join 
his  man  Sturdy  at  the  George^  was  re- 
conciled 
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conc'led  to  his  fituation  by  the  lafi: 
obfervations  of  Mrs,  Plumpy  and  her 
proper,  though  fevere  rebuke  to  my 
lady  FinefeelingSy  as  an  eldtr  filler,  in 
confequence  of  the  latter's  unaccount- 
able remiflhefs,  in  not  having  given  her 
fuch  a  very  necefTary  information  before, 
that  a  gentleman  had  been  vvaitinor  for 
fo  long  a  time,  without  any  notice 
being  taken  of  him. — Philo  began  to 
entertain  a  good  opinion  of  Mrs.  Plurnpt 
fromx  what  he  had  gathered  out  of  the 
ftrange  noife  and  uproar  in  the  kitchen. 
— He  thought  that  alihough  fhe  feemed, 
certainly,  in  her  contention  with  her 
maid  about  the  pothooks,  to  addidt 
herfelf  too  much  to  the  infiuence  of  the 
turbulent  paflions,  yet,  upon  the  whole 
of  her  conduft  and  expreifions,  fhe 
appeared  to  be  an  honeft-hearted,  fen- 
fible  fort  of  a  body,  at  the  bottom,  how- 
ever \h.Q  Jupsrf.ru5iure  might  abound  in 
a  redundancy  of  imperfedions  -,  and  he 

received 
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received  her  very  refpeftfully,  as  fhe 
entered  the  room  with  the  following 
addrefs. 

**  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us, 
and  grant  me  patience,"  exclaimed  Mrs, 
Plumpy  "  why,  fir,  I  underftand  that 
you  have  been  here  above  half  an  hour, 
without  the  leaft  notice  havirig  been 
taken  of  you,  except  by  that  vain  crea- 
ture my  eldeft  fifter,  God  help  h::"r  I 
■who  is  more  fit  for  a  cloifter,  than  for 
any  tranfa6tions  in  the  world,  though 
Ihe  has  the  vanity  to  think  herfclf  com- 
pletely furnifhed  with  all  the  excellency 
and  wifdom  upon  earth,  and  let  her  tell 
her  own  tale. — -But,  fir,  fetting  thefe 
trinfaclions  afide  for  the  prefent,  I  will 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  lam  the 
miftrefs  of  diis  houle,  an  J  that  I  have 
gathered,  from  the  confufed  account  I 
have  received  of  you,  a  fuflicient  tefti- 
mony  of  your  importance  to  me  as  a 

boarder* 
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boarder,   and  that  I  (hall  be  extremely 
happy    to    acrommodate    you    to    the 
tjrmoft  of  my  ability. — You  will   find,  , 
fir,  feme  noify  and  troublcfome  doings 
in  the  houfe,  between   my  fillers,  the 
fervant,  and  perhaps  mvfelf ;  for  I  mud 
own,  that  I  am  fometimes  wound  up 
to   fuch   a   pitch    of  pafTion,   by  their 
crofs-grained  tempers  and  proceedings, 
31    that    I    iofe    fight    of   that   pe.ce    and 
quietnefs,  in  which  I  fliould  like  to  end 
my  days,   and  oftentimes  ma,ke  mvfdf, 
in   a'l    likelihood,  as  reprehenfible   for 
fo  doing,   as  any  creature  in  the  houfe. 
— Bu',  fir,  be  allured  that  you  ihall  not 
be  difturbed,  any  more  than  I  can  helpj 
^vllile  you  chufe  to  rcfide  here,  and  that 
you    fliall    receive    every   mark  of   an 
i]pii.,ht  attention  from  me,  as  well  as  a 
juft  and  modera.e  accountof  my  charges 
to  you,  for  your  board,   and  f -r  what- 
ever elfe   in  whith  you  may  think  fit 
to  command  my  fervices. — Come,  fir, 
though   you   have   heard,    I  m^ke   no 

'       doubtj 
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doubt,  from  j'our  parlour  being  fo  near 
the  kitchen,  a  niofl  wonderful  buille 
about  boiling  a  leg  of  veal,  I  aflure  you 
it  is  a  very  gocd  one,  and  will  be  ready 
to  place  upon  the  table,  with  a  gammon 
of  bacon,  and  f.me  nice  young  greens, 
at  two  o'clock,  the  hour  we  ufually  dine 
at;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you 
will  fiod  fome  amufement,  as  well  as 
confolation  for  the  difturbance  we  have  -^ 
given,  you,  in  a  \talk  about  my  garden, 
or  in  the  perufal  of  fuch  books  in  this 
cafe,  with  which  you  may  like  to  enter- 
tain yourfelf." 

Here  Mrs.  Plump  difplayed  to  view 
a  parcel  of  old  books,  pamphlets,  maga- 
zines, &c.  which  were  the  relicks  fhe 
and  her  fillers  had  picked  up  from  time 
to  time,  and  were  depofited  in  a  cafe, 
as  occafional  refources  of  amufement, 
when  they  were  inclined  to  facrificc  a 
little  of  their  vacant  hours  to  reading, 
from  their  much  more  important  avo- 
cations 
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cations  of  brawls  and  bickerings:  anJ, 
indeed,  they  were  feldom  dlflurbed,  ex- 
cept by  my  l^dy  FinefeelingSy  who  fre- 
quently ufed  to  mingle  her  old  rags 
and  fome  of  chc.fe  old  books  together, 
until  flie  wrought  herfelf  up  to  fuch 
a  confufion  of  fowing  and  reading,  that 
her  comments  upon  both  of  thefe  em- 
ployments were  equally  frivolous  and 
abfurd. 

Pkilo   felt    himfelf    cheared    by   the 
iolly    welcome    of   Mrs.    Plump. — He 
thought    fhe   had   a  good    deal   of  the 
fquire's  open-hearted  manner  in  her — 
he  entertained   an    immediate   prepof- 
felTion  in  her  favour,  and  difmiiTed  her 
with  very  cordial  tokens  of  his  approba- 
tion.—He  concluded,  from  the  fhort  time 
that  had  elapfed  fince  his  entering  into 
the  great  world,  that  there  was  no  peace 
and  quietnefs  to  be  expefted  among  a 
croud  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth, 
in  any  degree  of  equality  to  his  affairs 

and 
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and  connexions,  in  his  own  blefifed  artd 
delightful  retirement  at   the  hamlet  he 
had  {o  lately  lefcj  and  he  was  refolved 
to    continue   in    his    prefent    lodgings, 
however   noify   and   inconvenient  they 
might  bcj  until  he  fliould  be  tired  of  a 
general  communication'  with  the   dif- 
ferent public  reforts  of  the  people  of 
the  prefent  populous  townj  and  to  clofe 
his  ramble  with  the  fcenes  and  occur- 
rences  he  might  meet   in  it,  together 
with  thofe  which  he  might  be  engaged 
in  on  his  return  to  his  own  rural  habi- 
tation,   to    his   own    Ilanch    fiiend    the 
parfoKy     to    his    good    old    woman    his 
houfekeeper,   to  his  faithful  and  loving 
ferv.mt  boy,  and  to  the  joyful  reception 
of  a  whole  vilhge  of  inhabitants,  entirely 
devoted  to  his  fervice. 

Our  heroy  after  having  let  efcape  frorti 

his  eyes  f:jme   tears,  and  from  his  heart 

fome  fighs,   uron   his  adverting   to  the 

above  pleafuig  recoileftion  of  his  former 

I  happinefsj 
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happinefs,  in  oppofition  to  his  prefent 
mifery,  amufed  himfelf  with  Mrs. 
Plump's  books,  and  her  garden,  until 
he  was  told  by  the  maid,  Mrs.  Dolly, 
that  the  dinner  was  ready  in  the  dining' 
room. 

He  followed  the  fervant  to  the 
apartment  fhe  led  him  to,  and  was 
received  with  fuch  a  contemptuous  for- 
mality by  Furioja  and  my  lady  Fine- 
feelings,  that  their  fifter,  Mrs.  Plumps 
was  ready  to  throw  the  contents  of  the 
table  about  their  ears,  for  their  mon- 
ftrous  affedation. 

Tlie  marks  of  the  moft  captious 
didatisfaiflion  and  diflike,  appeared  in 
the  countenance  of  Furiofay  while  my 
lady  Finefeelings's  face  exhibited  the 
laughable  lines  of  an  old  maid -like 
coquetry  and  fupercilioufnefs. — Mrs. 
Plump's  figure,  at  the  fame  time,  was 
the   very   exact    piflure   of   the   moft 

Vol.  II,  Q.  violent 
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.\Ao]cnt  refeK'tn:€f7l ;  while  Phi/o's  looks 
and  dcm'.-anour  exprc-ffed  the  ftrongefi: 
tokens  cf  ccnfufion  at  thcfc  ftrange  and 
unaccountable  appariiions. 

Furiofdy  ha  vino;  taken  the  head  of  the 
table,  firft  of  aJl  dcfcanted  upon  the 
badnefs  of  the  meat,  which  was  very 
good;  file  next  adverted  to  the  fine 
rhinos  in  the  eat' no-  wav  fhe  had  been 
11  fed  to  former] V  ;  and,  laftly,  declared 
there  was  n')thing  upon  the  table  fit 
to  fet  b<fure  a  dog,  from  its  miferable 
and  improper  cooking. — My  hidy  F'lne- 
fce^'ings  agreed  in  all  thcfe  lefpedts  with 
jier  fijhr  Furiofa,  while  Mrs.  Plump 
curfed  their  afiedled  nicety  in  her  heart  j 
and  Philoj  whofe  flomach  was  very 
keen,  wifhed  for  nothing  in  the  world 
but  to  be  helped  to  a  fubllantial  cut 
of  the  veal  and  the  beacon  before  him, 
and  which  he  looked  upon  to  be  a  mod 
excellent  entertainment  to  thofe,  who, 
1  ke  himfelf,   were  fatisfied  with  whole- 

fome 
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fome  food,   prepacd  and   produced  in 
the  licmoU  fiinplicity* 

Furiofa  hefKated,  and  herit:-ited,  and 
turned  up  the  veal  and  her  nofe  lb 
often — tor  k  up  her  knife  and  fork  To 
difd..infullyj  and  laid  them  down  again 
with  fiich  an  affecled  air  of  dif^ulr. 
Varying  all  chefe  rnaiiual  operations  and 
delays  fo  defjightfuUyj  while  my  lady 
Fintfeti.n^j^s  adjufted  all  her  affefl  .tiori 
to  the  fame  difcordant  proceedings,  that 
Mrs.  Plump,  being  quite  out  of  patience 
with  their  filly  parade,  and  mifchievous 
comments,  drew  the  veal  fiom  before 
Furiofaj  and  peremptorily  infilled  upon 
ov\T  hero's  helping  himfelf,  without  an/ 
niore  ado. — Philo  was  i^i  provoked  at 
the  difrefpedful  behaviour  of  the  elder 
fillers  to  him,  as  a  ftranger,  that  he  did 
as  he  was  di reified  by  Mrs.  Plump,  and 
took  a  comfortable  (lice  of  veal  to  his 
plate,  wliiie  his  honed  hoflefi  crouded 
G  2  it 
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it  with  a  hearty  redundancy  of  bacon 
and  greens. 


o 


"  That's  like  your  nnanners/'  faid 
Furiofaj  fcornfully,  "  but  one  cannot 
exped  any  better  from  fuch  a  rude 
creature  as  you  are." — ''  It's  very  lifce 
your  manners,"  anfwered  Mrs.  Plumpi 
"  to  ciy  down  every  thing  I  put  upon 
the  table,  and  to  endeavour  to  poifon 
the  mind  of  this  gentleman,  whom  I 
am  extremely  happy  to  entertain  as  a 
boarder  with  me,  and  will  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  pleafe  him. — I 
dare  fay  he  is  faiisfied  with  the  pro- 
vifions  before  him,  though  you  are  fo 
nice  and  delicate  in  your  palate,  that 
nothing  will  fatisfy  you." — "  The 
gentleman,  perhaps,"  rejoined  Furiofa, 
"  is  ufed  to  take  up  with  any  thing." 
- — "  No,"  faid  Philoy  with  the  greateft 
indignation  in  his  manner  and  coun- 
tenance, at  this  affront,  "  I  am  not  ufed 

to 
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to  take  up,  as  you  term  it,  with  any 
thing — I  am  a  gentleman  born  and 
bred — have  a  good  eftate — have  lived 
well — and  when  I  utter  thefe  incontro^ 
Vfrriible  fa6ts,  I  will  fubjoin  to  them, 
in  favour  of  this  good  woman^  my 
hoftefs,  whom  you  feem  to  me  to  tak?: 
a  pleafure  in  abufing,  that  I  nevtr  wifli 
to  fit  down  to  a  better  dinner  tiian  the 
prefent  one,  v/hich  fhe  has  provided 
for  her  family,  exclufively  of  any  expec- 
tation of  me,  or  any  other  vificcr  to 
partake  of  it.'* 

This  ftroke  from  Philo's  natural  good 
fenfe,  notwirhftanding  his  modefty  and 
inexperience,  has  frequently,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  ramble,  been  paralleled 
by  equal,  if  not  fuperior  tokens  of  the 
flrength  of  his  judgment,  in  circumi- 
ftances  and  fituations,  more  difficult 
and  einbarrafled  than  the  prefent  j  and, 
his  fpirit  has  likev.ife  been  manifefted 
upon  every  proper  occafion,  when  he 
G  3  chofe 
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chofe    to    exert    it    in    defence    cf  his 
cpinions  or  his  perfon. 

Afrer  this  flrong  check  of  PhiV?y 
to  the  open  and  avowed  impudence  of 
Fnriofai  nothing,  duiing  the  time  of 
dinner,  happened  worthy  notice,  except 
a  filent  difplay  of  the  moft  malicious 
conduct  and  carriage  of  tv/o  earth-born 
creatures,  whom  the  devil  himfelf  could 
not  match,  in  his  moft  vigilant  re- 
fearches  among  the  infernal  regions, 
when  they  were  inclined  to  be  virulent 
and  vindidtive. 

Our  keio  was  fo  hurt  at  their  be- 
haviour that  had  he  not  conceived,  from 
the  many  croflcs  and  difappointments 
he  had  met  with  in  his  hj^es  of  hap- 
pinefs,  in  his  ramble,  that  if  he  changed 
his  prefent  fituation,  he  could  not  mend 
it  for  a  better,  he  would  have  gone  to 
the  George,  and  inquired  for  new  lodg- 
ings immediately  i    but  the  above  con- 

fiderations. 
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fidurations,  cooperating  vvirh  his  rcfpefl 
for  Mrs.  Plump,  whom  he  hooked  upon 
to  be  his  hofteis,  and  who  fccmcd  to  be 
heartily  devoted  to  h^s  feivice,  he  v/as 
iViU  rcfc.lved  to  ftay  where  he  v^a.s 
notwithdanding  the  imperiinence  oi' ih::: 
tldcr  fiftcrs. 

Oa  his  r("flc6ling  farther  upon  t!,e 
troubles  thefe  creatures  had  excited  in 
his  breaft,  he  pi  .ced  them  entirely  out 
of  the  queftion,  as  a  couple  of  plagues 
he  fhould  have  nothing  to  do  with,  and 
whofe  company  he  miglit  avoid,  by 
taking  a  room  to  himfelf. 

With  thefe  thoughts  and  refulutions, 
■while  he  was  eating  fome  checfe  and 
drinking  fome  ale,  he  confjled  himfelf 
for  his  misfortunes  J  and  he  remained, 
while  he  ^^as  thus  compoHng  his  mind, 
to  all  appearance  as  fiient  and  as  fullea 
as  his  company,  who  were  juft  u^:on  the 
eve  of  falling  into  another  part  of  their 
G  4  charaders — ■ 
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charafters — that  q^  Jtghing  after  their 
furious  conSicts,  which  will  be  noticed 
more  fully  in  its  proper  place. — In  the 
mean  time,  we  muft  follow  up  Philo'% 
affairs,  and  defcribe  his  management 
upon  the  prefent  occafion. 

-  • 
Our  hero  got  up  from  the  table  upon 

the  cloth  being  drawn,  and  made  a 
referved  bow  to  Furicfa  and  my  lady 
FmefielingSi  which  was  returned  by  a 
difdainful  yawn. — He  delired  to  fpeak 
with  Mrs.  Plump,  m  the  parlour,  to 
which  he  had  been  condutled  on  his 
firfl  entrance  into  the  houfe.  Mrs.  Plump 
immediarelv  following  him  to  that 
room,  he  explained  to  her  his  intentions; 
he  told  her,  that  if  fhe  could  accommo- 
date him  with  the  apartment  he  was 
now  in,  entirely  to  himfelf,  together 
wiih  another  to  deep  in,  he  would, 
moft  affuredly,  be  glad  to  board  with 
her^  as  long  as  he  continued  in  the 
town,      Mrs,   Plump    agreed    with   his 

propoCils^ 
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propofals,  and,  moreover,  offered  to  fur- 
nifh  him   with  an   apartment  to  fit  in, 
more  dillant  from  the  kitchen  than  the 
room  he  was  now  in,  as,  fhe  faid,  fhe 
apprehended  it  would   be  too  noify  for 
him. — To  which  P<&;7(?  objeded  -,  for  he 
began  to  think  that  he  might  turn  the 
uproars    in    the    kitchen,    which    had 
Ihocked  him  fo   much    before,   to  his 
future  amufement,  fince  he  had  refolved 
to   have  no  o.her  connexion  with  the 
parties. — Thefe  matters  being  fettled, 
to   the  fatisfacftion   of  Mrs.   Plump  and 
our  Ireroy  they  foon  adjufted  the  price 
of  board,  &c.  to  the  mutual  content- 
ment of  each  j    and  Pbilo  defiring  the 
favour  of  Mrs.  Plump,  to  let  her  maid 
go  to  the  George  for  his  fervant,  'Thomas 
Siurdy,    Mrs.  Dolly ,    as  Ihe   had  been 
called,    made   her    appearance   imme- 
diately upoa  Mrs,  Plump's  leaving  the 
room. 
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"  X'rs.  Dolly;'  f.iid  Philo  to  the  gi'rl, 
'^  you  know  the  Gecrg^y  I  fuppofe  ?" — 
"  O  yes,  very  well,  fir,"  Oid  the  girl, 
*^  bur,  fir,"  continued  the  iTaid,  with 
an  arch  look,  "  you  have  miftaken  my 
ranie,  which  is  Elizabah,  or  B^t,  for 
IhGrmefs." — '*  I  beg  your  pardon,"  faid 
Philo,  "  if  I  have  called  you  by  a  wrong 
name,  but  fi.]re!y  I  have  heard  you, 
frequently  this  morning,  called  Mrs. 
Dolly,  cfpecially  by  the  thin  tall  old 
lady  that  I  firft  met  with  on  my  entrance 
into  this  houfc." — ^'  That  old  lady," 
faid  Bef,  fmiling,  ''  is  too  fine  a  lady 
to  rememibcr  people's  right  names,  and 
never  de'gns  to  know  any  body,  but 
with  fcorn  and  contempt" — bur,  "  fir," 
continued  Bet,  "  what  are  your  com- 
mands to  your  fervant  ?" — ''  On^y," 
replied  Pbilo,  *'  to  order  him  to  come 
tfi  me  direftly." — "  Ti.at  I  will  do  in 
anYnftaht,"  faid  Bct;^  hurrying  out  of 
the   parlour   wiih    the    afilduity    of    a 

?  pleafing 
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pleafing  young  woman,  when  ihe  is 
en^aocd  in  any  bufincfs  by  a  dclighc- 
ful  young  man.        - 

./ 
!)turdy  foon  afterwards  appearing,  he 

was  dire(5led,  by  his  maftcr,  to  bring 
an  hamper  of  port  wines  and  brandies, 
from  the  tv ins-merchant's ;  which  in  a 
very  lictle  time  arriving,  through  the 
a6livity  of  'Ihomas,  he  and  liis  maftcr 
employed  themfeives  far  fome  time,  in 
placing  the  bottles  properly  in  a  cup- 
board, which  Mrs.  Plump  had  opened 
and  difplayed  for  that  j.urpcfe;  while 
my  lady  Fine  feelings  and  Furioja  were 
fighing  m.ofl  lamentably  in  the  kitchen, 
to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  Sturdy.^ 
whp  wondered  what  the  plague  w..s  the 

inatter. He    took    a    peep    at    them, 

occafionally,  as  he  was'  waiting  upon 
our  hero^  and  received  for  his  curicji  y, 
.as  he  half  opened  the  parlour  doer  and 
fhuL  it  again;  the  epiihcts  of — *  inipcr^ 
G  6  timnt^* 
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tinent— fellow y  and  fo  on.— -Fhiloy  beiiig 
fb  exceedingly  bufy  with  his  bottles  and 
the  cupboard,  did  not  take  notice  of 
this  apparent  part  of  the  inconfiftency 
of  theif  charaders,  but  apprehended, 
as  he  accidentally  heard  them,  that  fome 
poor  fouls  near  hinn  were  departing  this 
life;  until,  at  laft,  when  the  fighs  became 
fo  frequent  and  violent,  as  to  gain  his 
entire  attention,  he  rulhed  out  of  the 
parlour,  and  inquired,  with  great  ve- 
hemence, of  my  lady  Finefeelings  and 
Furiofa,  what  unhappy  people  in  the 
houfe,  or  near  it,  were  upon  their 
death-beds  ? 

This  circumftancc  making  our  hero 
appear  very  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
Furio/a  and  my  lady  Finefeelings,  they 
gave  him  nothing  in  return  for  the 
humanity  of  his  apprehenfions,  and  his 
benign  feelings  for  the  diftrefTed,  but 
a  very  fcornful  and  loud  laugh  at  his 

miltake. 
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miftake,  while  he  retired  to  his  room, 
entirely  abafhed  and  fhocked  at  their 
impertinence. 

Mrs.  Plump  happening  to  overhear 
this  matter,  as  flie  was  bufily  employed 
about  her  houfehold  affairs,  at  fome 
diftance  from  this  fcene  of  petulance 
and  ill-will,  on  the  part  of  her  fillers, 
haftily  came  into  the  kitchen,  and 
peremptorily  demanded  of  them,  what 
frefh  affront  they  could  have  tlie  au- 
dacity to  offer  to  the  gentleman  j  when 
fhe,  in  her  turn,  drew  nothing  from 
their  anfwers  but  fcofi^s  at  poor  Philoy 
whom  they  called,  even  in  his  hearing, 
a  xvitxtftmpleton  or  an  idiot^  to  be  guilty, 
they  faid,  of  fuch  a  palpable  error,  iri^ 
his  accofting  them  in  the  manner  he 
had  done,  about  dying-^peopUy  deaths 
hdSi  and  fuch  nonjenfe. 

To  thefe  injurious  expreflions  Mrs, 
Phtmp  replied,  that  they  were  a  couple 

of 
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of  the  iTiO?.  f!-:ockinj,  dilTatisfied,  irrcor- 
.rigible  wretches  th  it  ever  exiiled  u-,on 
tl  e  fare  of  the  e^irthj  ^.m^j  rifing  in  her 
pfiffion,  at  the  malevolence  of  their 
conduft,  flie  declared,  that  they  Ihould 
not  live  with  her  to  be  a  continual 
plague  to  Iierfelfand  all  her  connexions. 
She  gc.ve  t'.em  warning  to  leave  her 
houfe  immediately,  and  was  fo  out- 
rageous wi  h  (hem,  that,  wiih  the 
anillince  of  B^f!  (who  had,  as  a  young 
woman,  conceived  a  very  natural  likin'ij 
to  a  y.^-ung  man,  of  Pbii&'s  beauty  and 
behaviour)  Ilie  drove  them  upftairs,  to 
ruminare  upon  the  refoiute  dttermr- 
nation  of  iheir  filler,  not  to  fuflfcr  any 
longer  their  rnonftrous  infolence,  rude- 
nefs,  and  male-treatment  of  ht-r  and  her 
cucfts. 

},lrs.  riunip  having  cleared    the  coaft 

of  her  fifbcrs,    immjcdiatcly  joined   our 

hero,  and  Vvith  an  hearty  fuperabundance 

of    a;.ologivS,     fhe   appeafed,    for   the 

■    4  piefentj 
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prtrfent,  his  wrath  and  refentment;  but 
Hie  conceived,  very  n.iturall}',  but  litcle 
hopes  of  her  keeping,  in  her  houfe,  f) 
rcfpeclable  a  b  )arde:-,  under  fuch  abo- 
minable circumfbinces  which  Oie  was 
involved  in,  by  her  having  retire:!,  f. om 
Tier  late  em  ploy  men  c,  with  two  kuh 
wicked  creatures,  as  fhe  called  them, 
and  Qie  buril  into  a  fituod  of  ceais. 

Noth'ng  but  ^''rs.  Pli^mp*s  diftrefs, 
at  the  unpi-ominng  and  melancholy 
p  jflure  of  her  affairs  at  this  junflurc, 
could  have  prevailed  vport  Pbilo  to  (lay 
a  moment  longer  in  the  houfe. — He 
was  moved  by  her  complaints,  and  her 
very  hcneft  and  juft  remarks  upon  the 
nature  of  her  cife,  to  ftrive,  for  a  day 
or  two  more,  to  reconcile  his  feelings 
with  his  fuuaiijn;  and  as  he  had  been 
in  a  continual  hurry  of  fpirits  for  the 
two  days  paft,  he  dcfired  Mrs.  Flump 
to  get  him  foitie  warer,  to  dilute  fome 
wuie  or  brandy,  as  he  was  refolved,  lie 

faid. 
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faid,  to  fit  quietly,  if  he  could,  the 
afternoon,  and  the  evening  of  the 
prefent  day,  in  order,  peaceably,  to 
refied  upon,  and  ponder  over,  the 
flrange  predicament  he  had  got  into, 
and  the  objedts  that  had  prefented  them« 
felves  to  his  view,  in  fuch  frighfful 
pofitions  and  afpefts. — -He  prevailed 
upon  Mrs.  Plump  to  drink  two  or  three 
glaffes  of  p>ort  with  hinn,  before  he 
foftened  it,  or  his  brandy,  with  water  j. 
and  on  her  leaving  the  room,  he  defired 
ihe  would  fend  him  a  pipe  and  fome 
tobacco,  for  that  he  had  a  mind,  he  faid, 
to  amufe  himfc^If  with  the  drowfy  ad- 
dition of  fmoking  to  the  foporiferous 
contemplations  into  which  he  was  fall- 
ing. 

The  wandering  agitations  of  poor 
Pbilo's  mind,  during  the  dreaming 
employment  of  fmoking,  had  fuch  a 
bewildered  eifeft  tr^on  him,  that  he  fell 
into  a  kind  of  fiupor^  and  infenfibility 
5  dropped 
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dropped  into  the  arms  of  sleep;  that 
compofer  of  all  our  concerns  in  this 
life;  that  tranfcient  oblivion  to  ail  our 
perplexities,  cares,  difappointments,  and 
forrowsi  that  type,  or  intimation,  of  the 
everlafting  reft  we  fhall  find  in  a  blefled 
future  exiftence  J  or,  in  that  annihilation 
which  men  of  mean  and  depraved  dif- 
pofitions  have  courted,  as  the  vviihed 
for,  and  total  diflblution  of,  our  trouble- 
fome  exiftence  ia  this  world. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.      XX. 

CON  r  I  In'  U  at  I  ON   0 1'  D  0  ?.!  E  S  T  i  C  S  f '  0  R  M  S, 

CLEANLINESS  is  next  to  god- 
linefs ;  fo  fays  the  coarfe  proverb — 
civility  is  next  t )  fincerily^  and  renders 
the  intercourfe  cf  fociety,  fofr,  pleafing, 
and  agreeable ;  fo  fays  the  author  of 
the  ramble  of  P^/7(7,  and  his  man  Siiirdy; 
noLwiti'iflinding  h?  may  fecm,  from  the 
foregoing  characters,  and  ius  obfrr- 
vatlcns  upon  them,  to  be  an  advocate 
for  rudtr.efs  and  vulgarity. 

But  th.it  we  may  not  neglevSi,  in 
confequence  of  o'.ir  d.iinry  notions  of 
the  charms  of  politenejs^  the  real  cir- 
cu.iiftinces   of  a  vul^^ar  litu  tion,  inta 

which 
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which  the  joll/  Jquiie  was  tlie  means 
of  throwing;  our  her&,  we  nmlt  fio  on 
with  our  defcription  of  his  pro^refs, 
fuch  as  it  is,  before  we  can  polilbly  gee 
lid  of  the  low  {ia:e  of  his  prefcnt  affairs 
and  connexions. 

In  order  thereto,  we  muH:  recal  our 
readers  atrtntion  to  the  flout  refift-mce 
of  Mrs.  Hump)  againlt  the  intolerable 
rudenefs  of  her  fillers'  to  PhilOi  in  the 
laft  inftance,  which  had  caufcd  her, 
in  the  violence  of  her  refentmenr,  to 
give  them  warning  to  leave  her  hoiife 
immediately. 

Poor  Mrs.  Plumps  the  good-natured 
Mrs.  Plump,  after  ever}',  the  moft  cruel 
ill-ufage  of  her  fiders,  though  fiie  would 
fw:ar  death  and  deftrutflion  to  them,  in 
the  height  of  her  refcnrment,  yet,  (he 
was  of  fo  forgiving  a  temper,  that  Hie 
would  forget,    in  the  courfe  of  a  few 

iiOlUS» 
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houn,  all  her  refolute  determinations, 
if  the  objefts  of  her  anger  could  be 
brought   to    feme  degree  of  order   or 

decency. The    cruel    and    defigning 

creatures,  her  fillers,  well  knowing  the 
above  leading  caft  in  the  character  of 
Mrs.  Plumps  played  upon  her  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  and  wrought  upon  her  to. 
become  fubfervient,  in  all  refpedls,  to 
their  own  purpofes,  and  to  almoft  every 
fpecies  of  impofition,  for  their  ov/n 
ends  and  convenience. 

For  thefe  reafbns  they  could  not  bear 
the  circumftance  of  her  attention  being 
drawn  to  any  objefls  but  themfelves, 
and  their  endeavours  to  ride  her  to 
death,  as  a  Have  to  their  capricious 
humours  and  impertinence;  and  though 
they  paid  her  a  mere  trifle  apiece  for 
their  board,  and  that  with  much  ill-will, 
and  many  fquibbles  about  fplitting  far- 
things in  their  reckonings,  vet  they  were 

fa 
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fo  felfilh  as  to  wifli  to  prevent  her  from 
making  any  other  advantages  of  her 
fituation. 

From  thefe  fordid  and  illiberal  mo- 
tives, added  to  the  ill-temper  they  were 
in  on  other  accounts,  our  hero  was  re- 
ceived by  them,  and  treated  in  the 
abominable  manner  which  we  have  fuf- 
ficitrnLly  difplayed  before  the  reader. 

However,  as  mean  fouls  may  be 
brought  to  feme  reconciliation  with 
things  that  feem  to  ihwart  their  general 
depravity  and  dcfi^ns,  the  circumftance 
of  our  hero*s>  furnilhing  his  cupboard 
fo  completely  with  wines,  &c.  and  his 
offering  Mrs.  Plump  to  partake  of  his 
bounty  fo  refpedlfu'ly,  her  fillers  began 
to  think,  that  by  a  more  placid  conduct 
they  might  come  in  for  a  fhare  them- 
felvesj  and  fince  they  perceived  t^at 
Mrs.  Plump  was  refolved,  and  very 
likely,  to  keep  Philo  as  a  boarder,   in 

fpight 
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fpight  of  their  tc:e;.h,  theVj  like  the  ifevi^ 
nping  g&dli'fiefSi  were  inclined  to  niike 
a  z'irtue  of  mcejj'n)\  and  dicOed  theni- 
felvfs,-  and  came  down  ftaiis  in  the  btft 
looks  ihey  could  pofiiMy  put  on,  aad, 
intimating  a  wifli,  that  tlicre  ir.i_^ht 
never  be  any  more  qu.rrek  among 
thtm,  they  defied  to  have  a  neighbour 
04-  two  to  drink  tea  w.th  them,  in  order 
to  edabl  111  harmony  and  good^temj.er 
on  all  fides* 

The  infatii-i.ted  Mrs.  Plump  was  fo 
ovei  joyed,  at  this  feeming  cordiality  of 
her  fillers,  tliit  all  her  lat\:  refentments^ 
at  their  vile  treatment  of  her,  vanifhed 
like  a  dream  ;  and  llie  inftantaneoiifly 
fcnt  for  fome  young  girls,  and  an  old 
woman,  near  her,  to  come  immediately, 
r.nd  to  be  as  merry  as  the  day  vv'as  long. 
— The  party  foon  arriving,  fuch  a  clat- 
ter of  talk  and  laush  was  got  up  among 
them  in  the  kitchen,  before  they  went 
iiito  a  parlour  to  their  tea,  that  wakened 

our 


11  A  M  B  L  E    OF    ?U  I  L  O.  143 

our  biTo  fio  11  Ills  llunb-jr;  and  he 
could  nor,  r>)r  r;iTie  time,  recollcci 
hin^ftir,  fc)  fcir  a>  to  be  enabled  to 
ga-h  r  up  in  his  mini  bii;  pi(l  fitu.uion 
and  corc-rns;  and  mil  h  more  dimcuk 
ic  now  ajpeared  to  hiir),  to  folve  from 
thence  the  prefen;:  ro^r  of  mirth  and 
hilarity,  in  a  part  of  the  houfe,  which, 
brfoie  he  fell  afloep,  iiad  exhibited 
nothing  but  tlie  mofl  dreadful  fcnt-s  of 
miThicf,  quarrels,  and  defpondcnc/. 

As  tl-.ere  was  no  medium  in  the  cha- 
rAdlers  cf  the  fifters,  they  were  as  violent 
in  their  mirih  as  they  wtre  in  their 
■rage,  or  in  their  forrows;  and  wer^: 
never  capable  of  enjoying  that  calm 
r^renity  and  evenncfs  of  temper,  which 
conflitutes  the  only  real  hapninef>  of 
this  life. — We  cannot  but  acknowledge, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  Mrs.  Plumps  from 
the  honefty  of  her  heart  and  intentions, 
might  have  got  the  better  of  her  hafly 
difpofitionj  had  flic  lived  with  peaceable 

companions. 
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companions,  inftead  of  her  falling  into 
the  prefent  fcenes  of  confufion. 

It  is  aftonifhing  what  a  volubility 
women  of  no  parts  or  education  difplay, 
"when  a  bevy  of  them  meet  together,  in 
order  to  be  exceedingly  merry.  They 
are  each  of  them  fo  fluffed  with  the 
trifling  ftories  they  have  to  tell,  and 
their  wonderful  comments  upon  them, 
that  they  all  talk  at  once  1 — all  fpeakers, 
but  no  hearers ! — They  are  all  eager 
to  be  heard,  but  none  to  hear! — There 
is  no  attention  paid  to  any  thing  that  is 
faid,  but  they  all  flrive  to  knock  down 
one  another,  and  to  obtain  the  palm  of 
who  fliall  make  the  greateft  noife,  and 
filence  the  reft  of  the  company ! 

While  my  lady  Finefeelings  was  en-^ 
deavouring  to  explain  to  the  prefent 
groupe  of  females  in  the  kitchen,  the 
raptures  of  a  delightful  conjugal  con- 
nexion with  a  man  of  feeling,  the  old 

woman. 
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woman,  the  neighbour  was  declaiming 
moll  vehemently  upon  the  virtues  of 
Daffey's  Elixir  for  the  gripes,  and  of  a 
receipt  of  her  grandmother's  to  cure  the 

chilblains. The   girls,    at    the   fime 

time,  were  violently  contending  which 
was  the  prettieft  fellow  at  a  dance  they 
we're  at  lately,  while  Furiofa  attempted 
to  draw  the  fole  attention  to  herfeif, 
and  to  prove,  tliat  (he  was  the  wifeft 
woman  in  England,  and  the  beft  maker 
of  whip-fiUabubs  in  the  world  1 

Thefe  different  claims  for  freemi- 
nence,  together  with  Mrs.  Plump's  joys 
of  extreme  laughter,  at  the  ridiculous 
fcene  before  her,  put  Philo  in  mind  of 
the  tower  of  Babel,  and  the  confufion 
of  tongues,  which  happened  upon  that 
occafion ;  and  he  rang  his  bell  for 
Mrs,  Plumfy  to  let  him  know  what  wgs 
the  matter. — This  circumftance  putting 
an  immediate  ftop,  for  the  prefent,  to 
the  cLck  among  the  women,  they  re- 

VoL.  II.  H  tired 
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tired  to  their  tea,  and  Mrs.  Flump,  with 
a  countenance  full  of  extrenne  delight, 
appeared  before  our  berOy  and  addreffed 
him,  in  her  abrupt,  but  honeft  way, 
with  the  following  words. 

"  Lord,  fir,  why  we  are  as  merry  as 
grigs,  while  you  feem  to  be  fitting  in 
the  mod  melancholy  pofture  imagin- 
able: don't,  in  God's  name,  fir,  trou- 
ble yourfelf  about  any  thing  that  pad 
this  morning}  ail  will  be  very  well  1 
aflure  you,  for  my  fillers  are  come  to  a 
true  fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  will  never 
attempt  to  be  rude  to  you  again. — 
We  have  got  a  talkative  old  woman,  a 
neighbour  of  our's,  and  two  or  ihree 
fine  young  girls,  to  drink  tea  with  us, 
on  purpofe  to  make  you  amends,  in 
their  fprightly  behaviour,  f  »r  the  (hock- 
ing eniertaninent  woich  you  have 
hitherto  met  with. — Come,  fir,"  con- 
tinued Mrs,  Plumps  *'  fuffer  me,  wi  h 
the  moft  humble  fubmiflion  to  your 

beucr 
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better  judgment,  or  to  whatever  you 
may  have  rcfolved  upon,  to  prevail 
upon  you  to  honour  us  with  your  com- 
pany to  tea,  and  fupper  this  evening 
at  leaft,  and  to  endeavour,  if  it  be 
poiTible,  to  try,  for  this  once,  what  you 
can  make  of  us,  before  you  put  your 
plan  in  execution,  of  having  nothing  to 
do  with  us,  but  to  keep  yourfelf  at  that 
didance  from  our  family  concerns,  v/hich 
you  have  already  intimated  to  me,  and 
from,  caufes,  alas!  more  than  fufficient, 
were  you  not  the  beft-natured  gentle-* 
rnan  in  the  world,  to  have  hurried  you 
out  of  the  houfe,  and  to  have  prevented 
me  from  taking  this  opportunity  of 
bringing  about  a  perfed  reconciliation 
if  I  can." 

Our  hero^  not  knowing  what  to  think 
of  Mrs.  Plumfs  offer,  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  led  by  her  into  the  pari  lur  amorg 
the  women,  like  a  poor  miferabie  drvil 
that  was  not  able  to  refilt  the  ten  p- 
H  2  tation. 
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tation,  alihough  he  was  convinced  he 
fhould  have  a6led  a  more  relblute  part, 
than  to  have  condefcended  to  fuch  a 
mean  fubmilTion,  as  to  join  a  company 
in  which  were  two  fuch  contemptible 
obje6ls,  who,  unprovoked  by  him,  had 
treated  him  fo  unworthily. 

In  confequence  of  this  dillurbed  flate 
of  Pbilo's  mind,  he  followed  Mrs.  Plump 
into  the  parlour,  with  all  the  marks  of 
didike  in  his  manner,  and  was  fcarcely 
reconciled  to  himfelf,  fo  far  as  to  deign 
fo  look  Furiofa  or  my  lady  Finefeelings 
in  the  face,  until  the  fprightly  beha- 
viour, and  the  interefting  glances  from 
the  brilliant  eyes  of  the  young  girls, 
forced  him,  againft  his  will,  to  be 
civil, 

Furhfay  it  feems,  had  at  length,  by 
an  over-bearing  carriage  and  obftinacy 
natural  to  her,  gained  the  lead  in  the 
converfation,  among  the  prefent  party; 

and. 
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and,  upon  Pbilo's  feating  himfelf,  fhe, 
with  a  trifling  token  of  her  regard  for 
his  prefence,  drew  herfcif  up  to  a  figure 
of  the  naoil  ridiculous  and  laughable 
importance  imaginable,  and  continued 
a  conceft,  which  ht:r  pride  and  im- 
pertinence had  drawn  the  old  woman, 
.the  neighbour,  into  with  her,  in  the 
Followins2;  words. 

"  Why,  ma'am,"  faid  Furioja  to  the 
old  woman,  the  neighbour,  "you  coun- 
try people  think  yourfelves  vadly  clever, 
but,  God  help  you  1  you  muft  not 
compare  yourfelves  to  the  inhabitants 
of  London,  where  I  have  formerly 
fpent  the  moft  of  my  days. — You  have 
no  way  of  doing  any  thing  here — your 
beef,  mutton,  vealj  &c.  are  dog's  meat 
to  what  we  have  in  town — and,  befides, 
your  butchers  don't  know  how  to  cut 
them  up  into  proper  joints,  nor  you, 
yourfelves,  how  to  cook  them — and  as 
for  whip-fillabubsj  of  which  1  was 
H  3  fpeaking 
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f]:eaking  in  ihe  kitchen,  when  I  cruld 
noL  make  iriyfclf  her.rd  for  ycur  vul-  ar 
clatter,  Lord  of  his  meicy  kelp  you! 
you  know  ne  more  how  to  prepare  a 
defert  for  a  table,  than  my  maid  M(.IIy 
did,  before  I  took  the  pains  to  teach 
her." 

"  No,  madam,"  anf' ered  the  old 
"Woman,  "  to  be  fure  vvc  know  nothings 
as  you  f-.y,  in  the  country,  but  1  wonder, 
madam,  that  you,  w  o  know  every 
thing,  and  hiive  lived  To  well  as  you 
denote  to  us  ■  oor  crean  res  jure,  tiiac 
you  11:0 u  1-1  be  fo  very  thin  and  miCagcr 
in  your  ficc  and  body  as  you  are,  wliile 
we  are,  moil  of  us,  fat  and  jojiy." 

"  Lord,"  faid  Furicfa,  "  how  ftrpid 
you  arc!— I  am  only  endeavouring  to 
convince  you  ruftic  creatures  of  jour 
ignorance,  and  that  y.u  ne.cher  have 
good  beef,  mutt  n,  nor  vea^,  nor  know 
how  to  cook  thofe  articles,  if  you  had 

them 
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them  in  the  perfeftion   they  are  to  be 
hid  in  London/' 

*'  Wdl,  madam,  {Ad  the  old  vvomaa, 
dill'',  "  if  we  know  nothing  clfe  in 
the  coun  ry,  I  ho^  e  we  know  good 
manners." 

"  I  don*c  trouble  my  head  about 
your  gjod  manners,  good  woman,"  laid 
Furio/aj  *'  I  am  only  talking  of  your 
ignorance." 

"  And,  pray,"  faid  the  oki  woman,, 
"have  you,  with  all  your  good  beef, 
good  mutton,  good  veal,  and  whip- 
fillabubs,  no  notion  of  good  manners? 
for,  by  your  behaviour  here,  the  Lon- 
doners, if  you  are  a  real  one,  muft  have 
a  very  good  ftock  of  impudence^  let 
me  tell  you." 

*'  Yes,"   faid  Furioja,  angrily,   '-  we 

know    good    manners,    when    we   are 

H  4  talking- 


TS2  RAMBLE   OF   PHILO. 

talking  to  our  equals,  but  I  don't 
think  it  at  all  neceflary,  good  woman, 
to  treat  you  with  fo  much  refped,  as 
we  do  one  another,  lei  me  tell  you !"  ♦ 

The  lafi:  words,  which  being  a  repe- 
tition of  the  old  woman's,  were  fpokeii 
in  an  accent,  by  furioj'hj  of  fuch  ex- 
quifice  effrontery,  and  contempt  of  her 
antagonift,  that  another  hurricane  would 
have  happened  upon  this  tremendoui 
occ-fion,  from  the  honefl  refentment 
of  the  old  woman,  and  the  violent  fpirit 
oi Furiofa-y  had  not  the  young  girls  put 
a  ftop  to  the  debate,  by  drawing  the 
old  woman  ancle,  and  convincing  her, 
that,  as  Furicfa  was  a  notorious  turbulent 
characler,  it  was  not  worth  her  while 
to  have  any  tLrng  more  to  fay  to  her, 
but  to  let  her  have  her  own  way,  as  too 
contemptible  an  obje£t  for  any  perfon 
of  the  leafl  fenfe,  breeding,  or  good 
manners,  to  contend  with. 


So 
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So  perfedly  could  thefe  young  lafles 
fee  through  the  imperious,  faucy,  vio- 
lent, and  ridiculous  charafter  oi Furiofay 
that  they  combined  themfelves  together 
in  a  refolute  determination,  to  prevent 
her,  if  pofTible,  from  creating  any  more 
difturbances  during  the  evening,  by  a 
joint  exhibition  of  their  mirth,  gaiety, 
and  good-humour. — Mrs.  Flump  per- 
ceiving, during  the  altercation  between 
Furioja  and  the  old  woman,  our  hero 
fit  with  a  religned  complacency  in  his 
countenance,  was  refolved  to  fay  no- 
things while  Philo,  as  Mrs,  Ptump  had 
rightly  judged    from    his    looks,    was 
meditating  upon   his   laft  intention  to 
entertain,  inftead  of  plaguing,  himfelf 
with  the  broils  in  the  houfej    and  he 
actually  was  now  exceedingly  delighted 
with  the  prefent  fcene  of  this  molt  ex- 
traordinary/«rr^. 

The  moft  unaccountable  of  all  unac- 
countable flaves  to  a  llupid  claim  for 
H  5  pre- 
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preeminence,  Furioja^  could  not  per- 
ceive, from  the  behaviour  of  her  com- 
pany, how  exquifitely  fhe  was  the 
objeft  of  their  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence; but,  with  the  higheft  degree  of 
impudence,  and  felf-fuperiority,  fhe 
went  on  with  her  former  offenfive  cant, 
in  the  following  way ;  while  her  au- 
dience fat  with  that  horrid  appearance 
of  difguft,  which  any  perfon,  but  fuch 
an  incorrigible  fool  as  herfelf,  would 
have  remarked,  and  have  been  plunged 
into  the  greateft  confufion,  and  into 
the  moft  profound  filence  in  confe- 
quence  of  it. 

"  Why,  you  may  fancy,"  continued 
Furiofa,  ftill  addrefling  herfelf  to  the 
old  woman,  the  neighbour,  "  that  you 
have  fine  vegetables  in  the  country,  but 
were  you  to  take  a  furvey  of  Covent- 
Garden  in  the  morning,  you  would  be 
afhamed  of  yourfelf  for  thinking  fo  pre- 
pofteroufly — fuch  a  complete  arrange- 
ment 
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m?nt  of  every  thing  the  feafon  affords, 
would  make  you  blufh  at  your  ftupidity. 
— Fish,  in  the  different  markets,  are 
difplayed  to  your  view  fo  clean,  and 
kept  fo  frelh  with  water,  that  it  would 
do  your  heart  good  to  fee  themj  while 
you  have  nothing  of  the  kind  but  what 
lies  (linking  upon  your-ftalls,  the  moft 
nafty  fight  imaginible,  before  they  arc 
brought  to  your  tables. — Your  fhop- 
keepers  are  perfed  boors  to  the  polite 
tradefmen  in  town,  and  as  to  your  beds, 
you  may  think  you  lye  upon  down,  but 
Mr,  Sofa,  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine, 
in  London,  is  exadly  of  opinion  with 
me,  that  you  might  lodge  as  comfort- 
ably in  a  ftable  in  town,  as  in  any  of 
your  houfes  in  the  country.: — Mr,  Sofa'i 
beds,"  continued  Furiofa,  *^  are  fo  foft, 
and  fo  full  of  the  finefl  feathers,  that 
you  are  in  heaven  while  you  fleep  in 
them  J  and  he,  poor  gentleman !  feels 
fermfelf  in  purgatory  all  the  time  he 
Is  upon  his  journey  into  the  weft^  which 
H6  he 
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he  is  forced  to  take  every  year,  from 
the  impofllbiiity  he  meets  with  of  get- 
ting one  good  night's  reft  upon  the 
road,  his  beds,  as  he  fays,  are  fo  curfedly 
hard  and  uncomfortable. 

While  Furioja  was  prating  at  the 
above  rapid  rate,  nobody  took  any 
notice  of  her  or  her  obfervations,  which, 
whether  true  or  falfe,  were,  from  the 
glare  of  impudence  that  attended  them, 
aftonilhingly  abufive,  except  the  old 
woman,  the  neighbour,  who  could  not 
be  prevented  by  the  young  girls  from 
exclaiming,  now  and  then,  in  derifion, 
and  when  fhe  found  an  opportunity  to 
cram  in  a  word  or  two,  "  mighty  fine 
all  this,  to  be  fure !  I  never  heard  the 
like  in  all  my  life ! — What  a  mighty 
fine  place  London  is,  if  all  be  true  that 
the  gentlewoman  fays  V* 

Furiofay  not  perceiving,  or  not  caring 
for  the  old  woman's  fneers^  was  rattling 

herfelf 
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herfelf  out  of  breath  with  her  odious 
comparifons  between  London  and  the 
country,  when  the  young  girls  threw  a 
pack  of  cards  upon  the  table,  as  a  bait 
to  her  to  fnap  at,  and  to  urge  her  to 
change  the  above  tedious  train  of  her 
folly  and  prefumptuous  proceedings,  to 
fonaething  freih  and  more  entertaining.— 
Upon  this  manoeuvre  of  the  young 
girls,  Furioja  loft  fight  of  the  prefent 
fubjed:  of  her  preeminence,  in  the 
thoughts  of  blazing  forth  her  fuperior 
talents  at  the  game  of  Whift. 

During  the  time  the  party  are  cutting 
in  for  partners,  we  think  it  necelTary 
to  obferve,  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Sofa^  who, 
as  Furioja  has  declared  in  favour  of  her 
offenfive  comparifons  between  the  town 
and  country,  was  a  gentleman  that 
delighted  in  foft  beds,  and  hated  his 
journey  into  the  weft,  in  confequence 
of  his  meeting  with  very  hard  ones, 

that 
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that  this  fame  gentleman  was  a  moft 
excellent  character  as  a  man  of  probity, 
bufinefs,  and  fortune;  but  from  a 
capricious  indulgence,  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  he  carried  this  nonfenfical  fingu- 
larity,  with  refpeft  to  his  beds,  to  fuch 
a  ridiculous  degree,  that  it  was  a  great 
misfortune  to  him  in  his  travels,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  the  filly  Funafa  pubiilhed, 
as  a  mighty  merit  in  him/  this  failing, 
upon  all  occafions^  and  wherever  flie 
went. 

After  a  great  deal  of  trifling  parade, 
peculiar  to  Furioja  and  my  lady  Fine- 
feclingSy  they  fell  together,  as  partners, 
in  oppofition  to  the  old  woman  and  one 
of  the  yoiing  girls  j  who  was  a  lafs  of 
io  fp;  ighily  a  turn  of  mind,  of  fo  round 
a  turn  of  body,  together  with  fuch  ex-* 
prefiive  eyes,  and  fuch  a  laughable 
fmar  nefs  in  her  carriage,  when  ilie  was 
in  hij^h  glee^  that  PhilOy  and  the  reft  of 

th& 
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die  lookers-on,    promifcd    tliemfblvcjj 
much  pleafure  in  the  contefl:. 

Furioja  loft  feveral  tricks,  which  (he 
laid  to  the  charge  of  my  lady  Finefeelings, 
her  partner,  who  being  a  much  better 
player  than  her  fifter,  endeavoured,  in 
vain,  to  convince  her  of  her  errors,  and 
bore,  with  much  patience,  Furiofa^ 
faucy,  browbeating,  and  falfe  accu- 
fationsi  while  the  other  players  hugged 
themfelves  in  their  own  advantage,  and 
won  the  game  to  the  entire  fatisfaftion 
of  themfelves  and  the  fpe<n;ators. 

A  long  time  being  taken  up  hy 
Furiofa*s  harping  upon  the  propriety  of 
her  own  play,  in  oppofition  to  the 
judgiirrent  given  againft  her  by  the 
whole  company,  (he  at  laft  fufFcred  the 
cards  to  be  dealt  for  another  trial  of  her 
fkill^  but,  poor  creature!  fhe  was  now 
become  fo  confufed,   and  fg  irritated 

upon 
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upon  every  reverfe  of  fortune  that  made 
againft  her,  and  grew  fo  intolerably 
palTionate  and  abufive,  that  the  old 
woman  and  the  young  girl  threw  up 
their  cards  in  contempt,  and  the  lookers- 
on  joined  with  them  in  a  plaudit  of  ex- 
treme laughter  upon  the  occafion. 

During  this  hubbub  of  clatter,  and 
Furiofa's  rage  in  confequence  of  her 
difgrace  among  fuch  a  fet  of  creaiures, 
as  fhe  called  them,  P^ilo  retired,  with 
Mrs,  Plumpi  into  his  own  parlour,  and, 
to  her  extreme  comfort  and  delight, 
told  her  he  had  been  very  much  enter- 
tained with  the  laft  fcene,  and  that  he 
doubted  not  but  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  would  be  productive  of  num- 
berlefs  incidents  in  the  fame  way,  to 
amufe  an  indifferent  fpedtator,  which, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  always  look  upon 
himfelf  to  be,  while  he  continued  in 
her  houfe. 

After 
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After  Mrs,  Flump  had  entirely  ap- 
proved of  our  hero\  intentions,  thanked 
him  for  his  condefcenfion,  and  declared 
to  hinn,  that  fhe,  herfelf,  was  now  re- 
iblved  to  make  an  amufement  of  what 
had,  for  a  long  time,  given  her  great 
trouble  and  perplexity  (her  fillers  per- 
verfenefs  of  manners  and  behaviour)  Ihe 
retired  to  prepare  the  fupper,  while  Fhilo 
drew  forth  feme  bottles  of  wine,  &c. 
from  his  cupboard,  in  order  to  try  if, 
hy  the  powerful  affiilance  of  Bacchus^ 
he  cculd  mollify  the  flagrant  effrontery 
o^  difcordy  who,  in  the  perfon  of  F«n<?/^?, 
feemed  to  him  to  have  taken  up  her 
lole  refidence  in  the  prefect  place  of  his 
abode. 

The  fupper  being  proclaimed  to  be 
ready  by  the  herald  Bety  our  hero  fol- 
lowed that  damfei  into  the  parlour,  in 
which  he  had  left  Furiofa  and  the  com- 
pany, to  adjufl  their  different  claims  for 
adroitnefs  and  fuperiority,  in  their  ter- 
2  rific 
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rific  exploits  at  the  game  of  whifl. — 
He  found  that  perlL-us  matter  to  be 
exacftly  in  the  ft.  te  he  kfc  ir,  and 
Furicfa  to  be  as  pofitive  as  ever,  that 
the  fet  fhe  had  played  with,  together 
Vriih  ihe  lookers-on,  were  a  par  cl  of 
idiots,  not  to  perceive  and  acknowledge 
her  great  excellence  and  mighty  talents, 
aknough  fhe  had  been  \o  unfortunate, 
fhe  f.id,  in  a  fcolifh  fartncr  (meaning 
my  lady  Finefeelings)  ai-:d  other  un fore- 
men accidents,  as  to  be  on  the  lofing 
iide  of  the  queftion. 

Philo  bting  really  delighted  with  the 
foll>/  and  abfordity  of  this  odd  creature, 
totlly  loil  fight  of  his  former  refenr- 
ment,  at  her  monftrous  and  offenfive 
behaviour,  and  fat  himfeif  down  to  his 
fupper  withfuch  a  charming  benignity  in 
his  countenance,  thaf  drew  upon  him 
the  whole  artillery  of  all  the  eyes  in  the 
room,  as  tokens  of  the  mod  violent 
cQpteft  for  his  efteenn  and  approbation. 

^The 
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—The  young  girls,  who  haJ  nor  fcen 
him,  rill  now,  in  all  the  inagiL:  of  his 
graceful,  lovch'-,  and  unafFedcd  fiiTi« 
plicity  of  deportment,  were  in  raptu.es 
with  him;  while  the  elderly  ladits  were 
flruck  with  thaije.  loufy,  i.  confequence 
of  hiN  artf  n  ion  to  the  overturrs  of  youth 
and  beauty,  in  preference  to  a^e  and 
uglincfs^  v.'hih  is,  alas!  the  curfc  of 
old  women,  who  wdl  n.ver'give  ;p 
their  idle  claims  to  amorous  civiiincs 
while  ihey  have  a  tooth  ip  their  headi,, 

Ujrn  our  hero's  going  for  his  wines. 
Sec.  after  fupptr,  and  bringing  hrs 
bottles  and  piaffes,  and  placing  thenn 
upon  the  table  with  the  cordiality  of  a 
Seraphy  dropped  from  the  heavenly  re- 
gions above,  to  entertain  earth-born 
mortals  beLw,  the  contention  amon^ 
the  females,  to  appear  graceful  in  his 
eyes,  arofe  to  fuch  a  ridiculous  pitci^ 
on  the  part  of  the  ancient  \:  .vS,  that 
they   were    y^ry     near    goi-,g    to   the 

frightful 
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frightful  extremity  of  pulling  caps,  for 
the  prize  of  adoration,  with  the  young 
ones,  when  Fhiloj  perceiving  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  matrons,  put  a  ftop  to  the 
effefls  of  it  for  the  prefent,  by  ad- 
miniftering  his  wine  and  his  gay  looks, 
with  an  equal  attention  to  each  indi- 
vidual of  this  mofl  adverfe  aflemblagc 
of  combuftibles. 

But  as  young  women  think,  however 
properly  we  will  not  prefume  to  deter- 
mine, that  they  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  fupport  their  authority  over  old 
ones,  in  all  the  affairs  and  concernments 
v.'hich  appertain  to  the  fantaftic  fug- 
geftions  of  the  god  of  love,  in  any  com- 
pany, or  in  any  pariih  in  the  king''s 
dominion?,  the  young  lafTes,  headed  by 
the  fprightly  nymph  before  defcribed, 
aflerted,  wi:h  fuch  a  Vv'onderful  addrefs 
and  intrepidity,  their  claims  for  our 
hero's  fole  a-tention  to  themfelves,  that 
they    fucceeded    beyond    their   utmoft 

wifhes. 
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wifhes,  and  fet  the  matrons  in  a  blaze 
of  anger,  little  inferior  to  the  enfeebled 
eruptions  of  a  wafted  volcano, 

Furiofa  threw  her  fquibs  and  back- 
rappers  at  theni  with  an  aflonifhing 
perfeverance,  confidering  her  loft  cafe 
as  a  dried  chip,  which  could  not  furnifh 
her  with  any  powers  adequate,  in  the 
finalleft  degree,  to  her  domineering 
Ipirit,  and  her  flagrant  intentions  of 
fetting  our  hero  on  fire  with  the  force  of 
her  charms. — The  young  girls  laughed 
at  her  efforts  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  oppofite  fex,  in  any  folicitudes  to 
flatter  her  as  an  object  of  perfonal  de- 
light; and  they  ridiculed,  in  pointed 
ftrokes  of  fatire,  the  whole  of  her  drefs, 
which,  in  facV,  was  more  extravagantly 
juvenile  than  what  they,  themfelves, 
wore,  or  any  of  the  flighty  girls  about 
town  appear  in  on  the  firft  change  of  a 
prepofterous  falhion. 

Furiofa 
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Furicfa  flew  at  them,  in  confeqnence 
of  the  above  feoffs,  with  her  wonted 
violence,  called  them  forward  creatures, 
and  faid,  that  from  their  naufeous  fami- 
liarity with  the  gentleman  (meaning 
Philo)  Ihe  fhould  not  wonder  if  they 
went  farther  lengths  with  him  than 
would  be  to  their  fu.ure  credit. 

The  girls,  in  return  to  this  offenfivc 
remark,  fj^iii  ediy  obfervd,  that  what- 
ever rifk  they  might  run  from  their 
innocent  freedoms  with  the  gcntleiiian, 
they  were  perfefljy  convinced  that  fhe, 
herfclf,  would  never  be  in  the  leaft 
dangtr  on  that  account,  unlefs  the 
gentleman  had  a  very  finguhr  tafte 
indeed ! 

My  lady  Finefeelings  being  roufed  up 
to  her  mettle  by  Pb!lo*s  win  ,  winch  he 
pufhed  about,  on  this  dreadiul  occafion, 
with  all  his  con  iliating  powers,  flartcd 
fo  fuddenly  from  her  feat,  and  p.aced 
I  herfclf 
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hrrfelf  in  fuch  an  amaz"ng  attitude, 
that  the  young  girls  burfl  into  a  titter 
of  applaufe;  and  the  never-ceafing  clack 
of  the  tongue  of  Furiofa,  was  put  an 
end  to,  and  totally  deprived  of  any 
farther  nneans  of  annoying  the  com- 
pany. 

It  feems  that  the  lady  Fine fe clings ^ 
during  the  preceding  confli6l,  had  been 
muftering  up  in  her  mind  the  joys  and 
gallantries  of  her  youthful  days,  and 
being,  as  the  reader  may  recoUeft, 
from  the  leading  features  given  in  her 
chara6ler,  of  an  ardent  difpofition  with 
regard  to  all  the  affairs  of  love,  fhe 
now  was  ref)lved  to  make  a  flourifh  of 
her  irrcfiftible  claim  to  adoration,  and 
exhibited  the  following  rant  upon  the 
fubjeft,  to  the  infinite  furprize  of  our 
hero, 

"  What  do  you  pretend  to  you  young 
chits?"  exclaimed  my  lady  Finejee lings y 

addreffing 
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addrefling  herfelf  to  the  young  girls., 
and  waving  her  long  arms  with  infinite 
magnificence,  ''  why,  I  wonder  at  your 
egregious  effrontery  ? — I  am  really  fur- 
prized  and  fhocked  at  your  indelicacy  ! 
— You,  that  are  even  unfledged,  to 
think  of  making  conquefls,  is  abfo- 
lutely  and  fhamefully  prepofterous!  and 
I  find  myfelf  conftrained  to  put  a  flop 
to  your  career,  and  to  let  you  know 
that  I  have  had  lords,  dukes,  and  earls 
proflrare  at  my  feet,  and  have  kicked 
them  before  me  like  footballs! — I 
never  was  filly  enough  to  be  familiar 
with  men,  like  you,  nor  ever  fuffered 
any  familiarities  from  them : — I  kept 
them  at  a  proper  diftance,  and  knocked 
them  down  if  they  offcTcd  the  lead 
offence  to  the  delicacy  of  my  feelings! 
And  I  have  feized  many  an  impudent 
dog  by  the  throat,  and  have  plunged 
him,  with  a  vengeance,  into  a  kennel 
for  his  audacity  ! ! ! — At  the  fame  time," 
continued  my  lady  FinefeelingSy   "  that 

I  kept 
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I  kept  all  impertinent  people  at  a 
proper  diftance,  I  indulged  nriyfelf  witlx 
the  fofter  effufions  of  ienfibility,  and 
with  every  fpecies  of  gallantry  that 
iffued  froiTi  the  deledtable  fource  of  a 
fpecific  and  an  efficient  caufe  of  tranf- 
ports,  and  ineffable  fatisfaflions. — I 
have  been  a  ftri(fl:  votary  to  Venus  the 
virtUGuSj  but  noi  to  tlie  wanton  bag- 
gage, the  wife  of  Vulcan^  who  fuffered 
herfelf  to  be  expofed  to  the  derifion 
of  the  whole  affcmbly  of  the  gods  and 
goddeffes,  in  the  libidinous  embraces  of 
the  god  of  war. — JpoUo  and  the  Mufes 
were  always  nny  delight^  and  therapturous 
ilrains  of  the  heavenly  choirs,  my  per- 
fc(5l  and  irrefiffib'e  adoration. — The 
"  fweet  paffion  of  love,"  I  have  fung 
before  the  firft  geniufes  of  the  age,  and 
was  always  complimented  by  them  with 
a  gracefulnefs  of  manner,  and  a  tone  of 
exprefiion   truly  original  and  cnchant- 


YoL,  IL  I  Fired 
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Fired  by  this  rapid  flow  of  nonfenfe, 
my  lady  Finefeelings'  abruptly  feared  her- 
fclf  by  the  fide  of  Philc,  and  to  his 
utter  fhame  and  confufion,  fhe  clapt 
him  upon  the  knee — flie,  at  the  fame 
time,  flared  him  in  the  face,  wi  h  fuch 
a  {Irange  kind  of  frenzy  in  her  manner, 
that  alm.oft  frigh':ened  him  out  of  his 
vvitSj  and  he  m.anifefted  evident  tokens 
of  extreme  diftrefs. — She  laughed  ready 
to  fplit  her  fides  at  our  hero's  embar- 
raflmenr,  and  cordially  taking  him  by 
the  hand,  fhe  exclaimed — "  why,  my 
dear  fir,  I  am  not  going  to  ravilh  you! 
— I  am  only  going  to  fing  a  fong  or 
two  to  entertain  you  in  return  for  your 
good  cheer!" 

Upon  this  declaration  fhe  loofed  our 
h€ro's>  hand,  and  fafi:cned  upon  a  bum- 
per of  wine,  which,  after  drinking  it 
to  tiie  heavenly  delights  of  the  "  fweet 
pafilon  of  Icve,"  fhe  fung  a  fong  upon 
that    fubjefV,    in    the    old    ditty    way, 

perfeflly 
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perfectly  to  the  fatisfa6lion  of  her  hear- 
ers.— There  was  a  pleafmg  tremulous 
monody  in  lier  conducting  her  voice 
through  the  fong,  and  in  her  cadencies, 
that,  as  Shakefpeare  vfrhcs  in  one  of  his 
plays — "  It  was  filly  footh,  and  dallied 
with  the  innocence  of  love,  like  the  old 
age.- 

She  fung  many  others  in  the  fame 
way,  and  really  was  fo  exceedingly 
entertaining,  that  the  company  became 
her  votaries,  and  faw  many  declining 
beauties  in  her  face  and  behaviour, 
v/hich  wine  and  good  fpiiits  had  pro- 
duced, that  they  had  not  obferved  be- 
fore.— The  young  girls  chanted  very 
prettily  in  their  turns,  Mrs^  Plump  fung 
like  a  nightingale,  the  old  woman,  the 
neighbour,  was  mightily  pleafed,  and 
Furiofa  Jmiled. — Philo  was  fo  gay  upon 
the  occafion,  that  he  fent  Bet  for  a 
blind  fidleri  and,  after  a  dance,  which 
was  got  up  among  them,  to  the  old  and 
I  a  Tuilic 
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ruftic  tunes  of  "  The  Lad's  a  Dunce," 
"  Buttered  Peas,"  &c.  This  jarring 
party,  which  had  been  at  daggers  draw- 
ing the  whole  day,  retired  to  their 
night's  reft,  perfedly  reconciled  to  each 
other ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXI. 

A    GENERAL   HOSPITAL A   MISCELLA- 
NEOUS CONCERT— PHILO's  REMARKS— 
HIS  EXTRAVAGANT   SENSIBILITY. 

PHILO  no  fooner  came  down  to 
his  breakfaft,  after  his  laft  night's 
reft,  thin  the  zvine-merchnnt  called  upon, 
him,  to  inquire  of  hinn  how  he  liked  his 
lodgings,  and,  with  great  delighc,  he 
heard  our  heroes  artlefs  account  of  the 
tranfadions  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
his  fifnple,  but  animated  comments 
upon  the  vexations  which  they  had 
caufed  in  his  brcaft. — He  took  our  hero 
a  walk  through  the  town,  and  fliewed 
him  many  of  the  principal  buildings  in 
it,  and  explained  to  him  their  nature 
and  ufes. — Among  a  variety  of  noble 
I  3  edifices. 
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edifices,  which  tht  wine-merchant  charm- 
ed Fhilo  with  an  account  of,  not  any 
of  them  llruckhim  fo  muchj  and  pleafed 
him  fo  excelTivcly,  as  a  grand  and  mag- 
nificent palace,  raifed  upon  the  molt 
extenfive  plan,  purely  for  the  purpofe 
of  receiving  into  it,  and  accommodat- 
ing, with  the  united  aHiflance  of  aurfes, 
apothecaries,  furgeons,  and  phyficians, 
the  unforiunate  poor,  who  were  under 
the  prefiure  of  broken  limbs,  violent 
difeafes,  or  any  other  accidents  which 
rendered  them  real  objeds  of  public 
compaffion* 

Upon  the  wine-merchanfs  conducing 
our  htro  through  the  different  apart-: 
ments,  where  he  was  Ihown  am.ultitude 
of  objc6ls  of  diflrefs,  who  were  treated 
with  fuch  infinite  tendernefs  under  every 
fpecies  of  their  calamities,  that  does  the 
greateft  honour  to  the  Engliih  nation, 
the  tear5  were  perceived  to  fteal  down 
his  cheeksj  while  his  charming  excla- 
mations 
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mations  of  pity  and  grief,  for  the  pains 
the  afflifted  creatures  fuffered,  and  his 
animated  expreffions  of  the  gladnefs  of 
his  heart,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fee  them, 
in  their  deplorable  cafes,  under  fuch  a 
glorious  magnificence  of  attendance  of 
every  kind  of  comfort  which  the  hea- 
venly powers,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
.could  adminifter  to  them,  fo  endeared 
him  to  the  then  attending  doftors,  f^ir- 
geons,  and  gentlemen  vifiters,  that  tiicy 
all  of  t!.em  declared,  that  our  hero'i 
extravagant  fenfibility  on-  the  occafion, 
as  a  young  gentleman  who  had  never 
feen  any  thing  of  the  kind  before,  was 
the  moft  natural,  and,  therefore,  the 
fineil  compliment  that  could  hz  paid  to 
fuch  benevolent  inflitutions. 

To  relieve  our  hero\  mind  after  he 

had  received  the  hearty  congratulations 

of  the  v;hole  company,   in  confequence 

ef  the  extreme  delicacy  and  tendernefs 

I  4  of 
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cf  his  feelings,  which  had  thrown  hina 
into  fuch  an  uncommon  fit  of  the  moft 
unprecedented  agitation,  the  wine-mer- 
chant took  him  a  walk  into  the  fields, 
and  liften^rd,  with  much  fatisfaftion  to 
his  obfervanons. 

Phjlo  adverted,  as  foon  as  he  was  out 
of  town,  and  free  from  the  noife  and 
hurry  cf  the  people  in  the  ftreets,  to 
the  old  gentlemen's  ftridlures  at  their 
c"ub  (which  the  reader  will  recolle(5l) 
upon  the  narrow  principles  of  the  afflu- 
ent j  and,  after  defcribing,  and  repro- 
bating in  the  ilrongcft  terms,  that  cen- 
forious  combinat;on  of  d  flatisfied  cha- 
radlers,  with  the  coniradled  proceedings 
of  the  wealthy,  he  paid  his  homage  to 
the  inllitution  above-mentioned,  in 
terms  and  plaudits  fo  warm  and  ani- 
mated, that  the  witte-merchanli  as  a  man 
of  the  worldy  thought  it  neceflary  to 
correcl  his  eager  flights  of  faAcy,  and 

his 
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his  rapturous  praifc  and  adulation,  by 
the  enfuing  remarks.     , 

**  Sir,"  faid  the  wine-merchant  to  our 
heroy  as  they  walked  along  the  green- 
fword,  '*  there  is  a  mighty  difference 
between  private  benefaftions  and  public 
inftitutions,   for  the  relief  of  paupers. 
In  the  firft  inftance  of  private  benevo- 
lence, the  generous  feelings  are  urged 
merely  by  the  calamity  of  the  objedl 
that  prefents  itfelf  for  relief,    without 
any  notice  or  regard  from  the  reft  of 
mankind;    whereas,  in   public  inftitu- 
tions, like  that  we  are  talking  of,  the 
donors  names  are  put  upon  a  lift,  and 
whatfoever  they  contribute  is  marked  and 
publiihed  to  the  world,  a  circumftance, 
lir,"  continued  the  wine-merchanty  "  ex- 
ceedingly powerful  in  its  exciting  the 
rich  to  beftow  their  charities,  and  draws 
in  many  others,  who  are  not  rich,  to 
throw  in  their  mite,  or  more  than  per- 
1 5  haps 
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haps  they  can  well  afford,  entirely  from 
the  fame  motive,  and  without  the  leaft 
regard  to  any  thing  elfe." 

"  Good,  good,"  faid  Philoy  "  you 
furprize  me !  Is  it  poffible  there  can 
be  any  motive  for  good  and  generous 
aftions,  but  the  pleafure  which  one  feels 
in  one's  own  breaft,  independent  of 
every  other  confideration  ?" 

*'0,  yes,"  faid  the  wine-merchant, 
fmiling  at  Philo's  ignorance  and  lim- 
plicity  about  thefe  matters,  "  I  will 
take  you  to  an  excellent  concert  to 
night,  which  the  fkilful  managers  of 
the  hofpital  you  faw  this  morning  have 
meditated  for  the  benefit  of  it;  and 
although  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  com- 
pany you  will  meet  with  there,  would 
give  a  fliilling  in  private  charity,  yet, 
ufon  this  public  cccafion,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  will 

fo 
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Co  crowd  the  concert,  and  put  them- 
felves  to  fuch  great  expences,  that  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  you  to  be  ac- 
commodated with  a  place,  if  I  had  not 
engaged  one  for  you  yefterdaVj  among 
feveral  others,  which  I  with  much  dif- 
ficulty procured  for  my  friends." — So 
faying  he  put  a  llop  to  poor  Pbilo's  filly 
obfervations,  as  the  world  goes,  and 
taking  him  under  his  arm,  he  hurried 
him  back  to  town,  and  introduced  him 
to  a  gay  company,  and  a  good  dinner 
at  his  own  table^ 

This  company,  to  which  the  wine- 
merchant  now  introduced  our  hero,  was 
compofed,  principally,  of  a  fet  of  beauti- 
ful young  ladies  who  had  never  feen  him 
before,  and  {ome  fops,  who,  like  fies,  will 
always  be  buzzing  about,  ar.d  annoying, 
the  faireft  produftions  of  the  creation. 

Philo,   in  confcqucnce  of  the  prefent 

.fcene  of  delightful  feliowfhip,  and  thole 

I  6  peculiar 
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peculiar  charms  which  the  company  of 
young  women,  In  their  gay  hours,  ad- 
minifter  to  the  mofl  exquifite  of  all  the 
pleafures  of  this  life,  the  jcyous  inter- 
courje  of  Jociety,  was  fo  captivated,  that 
he  entirely  forgot  his  hte  grievances, 
and  entered  into  the  fpirit  of  the  en- 
livening profped  of  diflipation  before 
him,  wi[h  fo  much  glee,  that  he  made 
himfelf  at  once  the  mod  fingular,  as 
well  as  the  moft  interefting  objedt  in 
the  room. 

He  furveyed  the  ladies  with  great 
furprize,  while  they  glanced  at  him  with 
no  lefs  aftonifhment.  If  he  was  dazzled 
with  fo  much  beauty,  fet  off  with  fuch 
a  fuperfluity  of  ornaments,  they  were 
no  lefs  llruck  with  the  manlinefs  of  his 
his  perfon,  and  the  fimplicity  of  his 
drefsj  and  notwithftanding  a  beau  in 
company  fet  up  his  effeminate  attacks 
againft  our  hero^^  mafculine  operations, 
the  ladies  took  no  other  notice  of  his 

advances. 
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advances,  than  that  which  evidently 
denoted,  they  were  well  apprized  of  the 
vaft  difference  there  is  between  a  man 
and  a  monkey. — Ththeau  perceiving  he 
was  flighted  by  the  ladies,  went  im- 
mediately to  a  looking-glafs,  and  faded 
into  a  fiadow  in  the  admiration  of 
bimjelf. 

The  above  contefl:,  which  we  have 
reprefented  under  the  allegory  of  a  war 
between  Philo  and  the  beau^  being 
nothing  more  than  that  powerful  defire 
to  appear  agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  each 
other,  which  is  manifefted  in  all  the 
alTemblies  of  the  young  and  gay  of  both 
fexesi  not  any  thing  worthy  relating 
happened  at  the  wine-merchant' Sj  until 
the  coaches  were  brought  to  convey 
him  and  his  friends  to  the  concert. 

The  wine-merchant,  m  order  to  fur- 
prize  our  hero  the  more,  with  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  fcene  he  was  lanching 

into. 
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into,  had  defired  that  nobody  would' 
fay  a  tittle  to  him  during  the  afcem;on, 
about  the  entertainment  he  was  to  go 
to  in  the  evening;  fo  that  Philoy  utterly 
unprepared  for  fuch  a  brilliant  fcene> 
as  it  will  appear  to  him,  was  hurried 
into  a  coach,  with  the  wine-merchant 
and  tw'6  beautiful  girls,  and  ufhered 
into  the  front  feat  of  a  box,  in  one  of 
the  largeft,  the  moft  decorated,  and 
elegant  theatres  in  England. 

The  houfe  was  full,,  and  the  range 
of  boxes  on  every  fide  was  lb  crowded 
with  glittering  obje6ls  of  both  fexes, 
and  their  extravagant  decorations  of* 
drefs,.  that  cur  hero\  powers  were  ftruck 
with  fuch  a  fuddcn  and  an  extreme 
amazement,  that  he  llretched  himfelf 
up,  and  ftared  about  him  like  an  idiot 
in  a  temple  of  gods  and  goddeffes;. 
and  not  being  able  to  contain  his  won- 
der and  tranfports  within  the  bounds 
of  moderation,   he  *burft   into  a  loud 

foolilli 
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foolifli  laugh,  to  tl^  great  delight  of 
,the  whole  theatre,  which  refounded 
with  a  thunder  of  applaufe  from  all 
quarters* 

The  wild  operations  of  our  hero'?, 
imagination,  upon  this  fudden  charge 
upon .  his  powers,  being  diffipaced  in 
fome  meafure  by  a  little  time,  and  the 
adminiftering  angels  of  information,  the 
,two  charming  g'rs  who  fat  by  him, 
t02:ether  with  the  affiftance  of  the  wine- 
merchant^  he  was,  before  the  mulic 
began,  reduced  to  order,  and  to  the 
exercife  of  his  reafon,  fo  far  as  to  be 
enabled  to  take  a  cool  furvey  of  the 
heavenly  regions  he  had  got  into,  and 
to  make  his  inquiries  and  obfervations 
with  fome  degree  of  propriety  as  a 
novice* 

He  expreffed  his  wonder  and  delight 
at  the  grand  range  of  feats,  one  above 
another,   which  was  eredted  upon  the 

ftage 
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flage  for  the  performers,  and  could  not 
conceive  how,  in  the  name  of  curiofity, 
they  could  be  filled  by  people  who  were 
to  play  upon  fiddles.  He  call  his  eyes 
up  to  the  galleries,  and  was  ftruck  with 
the  multitude  of  mortals,  who  feemed, 
to  him,  to  be  placed  there  for  the  pur- 
pofe  only  of  pelting  the  objects  below, 
efpecially  the  inhabitants  of  the  pity 
whom  he  appeared  to  contemplate,  from 
the  noife  and  tumult  in  the  galleries^, 
with  many  fears  and  apprehenfions  for 
their  fafety. 

But  what  gave  rife  to  the  mod  inte- 
refting  of  all  his  fimple  remarks,  as 
an  uLter  ftranger  to  the  prefent  fcene, 
was,  his  comments  upon  the  boxes; 
for  upon  a  more  regular  furvey  of  that 
range  of  fiafhing  objeils,  v/hich  the 
violence  of  his  firft  fenfations  prevented 
him  from  fcratinizing,  he  could  not 
now  diftinguifii  the  fexes;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  plain,  from  his  being  a  new  man 

in 
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in  the  world  of  drefs,  and  gallantry, 
and  fo  forth,  he  was  infinitely  perplexed 
to  feparare,  in  his  foolifh  notions  of  the 
matter,  the  men  from  the  women,  or  to 
know,  in  fa6t,  whether  they  were  all 
compofed  of  one  fex,  or  whether  they 
were  a  mixture  of  bothj  and  was  fo 
miftaken  at  laft,  about  a  row  of  young 
fellows  who  difp'ayed  themfelves  along 
the  front  feats,  with  their  hair  powdered 
and  matted  down  to  their  fhoulders,  in 
the  manner  of  young  flirts  or  frizzled 
hens,  together  with  their  breafts  puflied 
out  with  a  redundancy  of  fringe  and 
plaited  lawn,  as  well  as  their  coats 
preffed  clofe  to  their  bodies,  and  in 
particular  to  their  waiils,  in  the  manner 
of  flays,  that  not  being  able  to  difcera 
whether  they  wore  petticoats  or  not, 
from  their  fituation  in  the  front  of  the 
boxes,  he  aflced  the  wine-merchant,  with 
the  greateft  fimplicity  and  earneftnefs, 
why  there  were  no  men  admitted  into 
the  other  boxes,  as  well  as  into  that  in 

which 
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which  he  fat,  for,  pointing  to  the  front 
rows,  as  before  fpecified,  he  faid,  he 
imagined  they  were  compofed  of  the 
ftfters  or  daughters  of  the  ladies  behind 
them. 

The  wine-merchant  and  the  young- 
Ufles  .near  him,  affured  our  herOy  to  his 
great  afconifhrnenc,  that  diey  were  a 
fpecies  of  the  male  fexj  that  went  under 
many  denominations — fiich  as  beaux, 
fops,  coxcombs  J  Sec.  &c.  and  that  the 
land  was  fo  pefiered  with  thefe  infefts 
at  this  time-- 3  that  they  were  become 
the  contempt  of  all  the  girls  in  the 
kingdom,  and  were  configned  to  the 
front  feats,  in  all  theatrical  exhibitions, 
as  marks  of  lublic  derifion. 

An  hero  of  this  tribe  ftepping  into  a 
box  next  the  fta^e,  he  WciS  handed  over 
the  feats,  to  a  front  place,  by  the  kdies> 

»  1787* 
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with  fuch  a  fcornful  laugh  got  up 
among  them,  at  his  mod  extraerdinary 
feminine  drefs  and  appearance,  and  in 
which  he  fo  excelled  all  his  brother 
foclsy  that  the  hcuf^  took  notice  of  him, 
and  fet  every  other  confideration  afide, 
until,  by  a  general  hifs,  he  was  forced 
to  quit  his  poll,  and  to  retire  to  the 
lohbyi  or  to  his  looking-glajs , 

This  affair  being  fettled,  and  the 
houfe  becoming  impatient  for  the  con- 
cert to  begin,  the  muficians  immediately 
entered,  and  took  their  places  according 
to  the  different  parts  they  v/ere  to  afl, 
either  as  vocal  or  inilrumenfai  per- 
formers. 

Our  hero  feeing  fuch  a  multitude  of 
fine  gentlemen  place  themfelves  in  the 
upper  feats  of  the  building  upon  the 
ftage,  with  fuch  a  variety  of  inftruments 
in  their  hands  which  he  had  never  feen 
before,  could  not  conceive  what  v/as  ta 

■  be 
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be  done,  and  made  fome  eager  inquiries 
of  the  wine-merchant,  &c.  about  the 
phsenomenon  before  him. — But  the  time 
now  being  too  precious  to  be  taken  up 
with  his  ignorance  and  limplicity,  he 
was  politely  dcfired  to  wait  tlie  iflue, 
and  be  filent. — Upon  this  civil  check 
to  his  curiofity,  as  a  novice,  which 
might  have  been  very  troublefome  to 
his  company,  he  attended,  without  fay- 
ing a  word  more,  to  the  preparations 
going  forward  upon  the  ftage. 

A  collei^lion  of  the  firft  male  and 
female  fingers  in  the  kingdom,  raking 
their  feints  in  the  front  of  the  orcheftre, 
and  a  grand  chorus  of  vocal  performers 
arranging  themfelves  behind  them,  the 
curtain  was  drawn  from  before  the  organ 
at  the  higheft  extremity  of  the  building, 
and  the  performer  upon  that  noble  in- 
flrumenr,  ftruck  forth  his  glorious  pre- 
lude in  fuch  full,  loud,  and  powerful 
concords,   while  the  other  performers 

attuned 
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attuned  their  various  inftrumcnts  to  the 
fame  modulation  of  tone,  &c.  &c.  that 
roufed  Philo  a  fccond  time  to  an  extra- 
vagance of  gefture  altogetlier  laughable; 
but  very  pleafing,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
thofe  who  can  make  the  proper  allow- 
ances for  a  youth  of  the  extremeft  fenfi- 
bility,  whofe  delightful  paflions  had 
never  been  urged  by  fuch  heavenly  and 
fuch  wonderful  founds! 

Through  the  influence  of  the  wine- 
wterchantj  our  hero  was  again  reduced  to 
order  J  and  as  the  organ  ceafed  its  grand 
courfe  of  preparative  divifions,  and  the 
other  inftruments  became  filent  by  their 
being  put  in  tune  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  performers,  the  tumult  of  his  fpirits 
and  feelings  fubfided  in  proportion; 
and  at  the  time  when  the  houfe  was 
grown  fo  ftill  with  expeflation,  that, 
according  to  the  trite  phrafe,  you  might 
hear  a  pin  drop,  and  the  taps  by  the 
leader  of  the  band,  with  the  end  of  his 
I  fiddleftick. 
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fiddleftick,  which  he  gave  as  a  token  to 
the  reft  to  begin  the  overture,  were 
diftiniflly  heard  all  over  the  theatre, 
poor  Philo  feemed  half  aQeep,  as  not 
perceiving  (which  was  abfolutely  the 
cafe)  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  pro- 
found filence,  into  which  the  mufic  and 
the  houfe  appeared  to  him  to  be  fo 
unaccountably  huQied. 

But  when  the  firft  crafh  of  all  the 
inferior  inftruments,  afTifted  by  the  pow- 
erfijl  thunder  of  the  organ,  in  one  of 
the  moft  furprizing  flafhes  of  the  divine 
Handely  ftruck  our  hero's  ears,  he  was 
inftantaneoufly  deprived  of  ail  his  facul- 
ties of  reafon,  as  a  human  creature,  and 
would  have  plunged  himfelf,  like  a 
young  horfe  of  mettle,  when  he  hears 
the  found  of  the  trumpet,  into  all  the 
extravagant  leaps  and  bounds  of  that 
noble  animal,  had  he  not  been  pre- 
vented, by  the  watchful  wine-mercbanty 
from  jumping  into  the  fit^  to  the  hazard 

5  of 
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of  his  life,  and  the  certain  derifion  and 
corrcdlion  of  the  people. 

Th"s  excefTive  agitation  of  his  fpirits, 
and  his  wonder  and  aftonifhment  at  the 
glorious  powers  of  mufir,  in  the  ftiik- 
ing  opening  of  one  of  the  mod  exqui- 
fite  pieces  which  had  ever  been  com- 
pofed  to  raife  the  dead,  or  to  roufe  the 
fupiae  and  frigid  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  into  life  and  Ifleffable  tranfj^orts, 
fubfiding  by  degrees,  he  at  length  fell 
into  mute  attention,  filcnt  adoration, 
and  all  thofe  marks  of  compofure, 
which,  after  a  wild  tumult  of  the  mind, 
fucceed  the  violent  perturbations  of  the 
heart. 

The  loud  and  furious  founds  of  the 
mufic,  changing  of  a  Hidden  to  fofn 
drains  and  delicious  harmony,  our  hero 
was  forced  into  a  gaze  and  a  Hare,  per- 
feflly  ridiculous  to  thofe  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  effedls  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  turns  of  divine  mufic,  and  to 
what  extravagant  tokens  of  delioht  it 
exposes  all  who  have  a  genuine  tafte 
for  its  tranfporcing  and  rapturous  ex^ 
citements  of  the  mod  facred,  the  mod 
blelTcd,  and  the  mod  exalted  of  the 
human  pafTions ! 

As  it  would  be  impertinent  to  endea- 
vour to  defcribe  the  excellency  of  the 
mijcellaneous  concert ^  to  which  our  hero 
had  been  introduced  by  the  wine-mer- 
chant j  and  the  merits  of  the  different 
performers,  both  vocal  and  inftrumental 
(their  claims  to  the  applaufe  of  the 
public  being  fo  well  underftood,  and 
eftablilhed  by  their  wonderful  powers 
in  their  feveral  departments)  we  can 
have  nothing  more  to  fay  upon  the 
miatter  than  this  circumftance,  in  praife 
of  the  concert  and  the  performer s,  viz. 
that  our  hero'^  heavenly  fenfations  and 
divine  conceptions,  which  were  never 
charmed  with  any  thing  but  what  was 

celeftial. 
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celeilial,  were  fo  entirely  abforbed  in 
his  various,  unceafing,  2nd  unremitcing 
raptures,  during  the  whole  of  the  con- 
fer ty  that  he  was  taken  in  the  zvine- 
merchant's  coach,  after  it  was  over,  and 
immediately  put  to  bed,  as  a  youth  who 
had  fiil'cn  into  a  trance  from  fome  fuper- 
natural  caufes,  utterly  inexplicable,  by 
the  molt  acute  inveftigations  of  the 
moft  learned  moralirts  or  commentators, 
upon  the  moft  firong  and  delicate 
emotions  of  the  mod  powerful,  and  the 
finell  feelino-s  of  the  hum^n  breaft! 


Vol.  II. 
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CHAP.       XXII. 

PHILO's    RAPTURES   UPON   A    HILL   AT 
THE    RISING    OF    THE    SUN. 

IN  order  to  prevent  the  gentle  reader 
from  being  furprized  at  our  hero's 
extravagant  fenfibility,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary efFc6ts  of  it,  as  fpecified  in  the 
laft  chapter,  we  will  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind him  of  Philo's  charadler  as  a 
novice^  and  as  a  youth  of  the  warmefl, 
and  the  moft  fufceprible  heart,  refpedt- 
ing  the  Jiner  feelings^  that  ever  was  ex- 
hibited to  the  cenfure  or  applaufe  of 
mankind. 

The  next  morning  no  fooner  opened 
the  gates  of  Heaven,  and  the  fun  beams 

lit 
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lit  up  the  mount  lins,  than  our  hero  arolV 
from  his  herd,  and  gained  the  fummit  of 
a  high  hill,  in  all  the  tranfports  of  a  m  in 
vv!io  had  b^ren  dreaming  of  celeftial 
ron2.s,  ethereal  triumphs,  and  who  was 
rcfjlvtd  to  realize  them,  as  far  as  the 
wjrks  of  na.ure  "would  coincide  with 
the  wihi  opcr^.ti^ns  of  the  imagination. 

The  works  of  nature   always  excite 
hciven'y  fenfations  in  the  breafbs  of  the 
rational  pare  of  the  human  Ipecies,  and 
the   great   author  of  the  uni/trle   has 
difplayed  his  divine  powers  in  ^o  (Iriking 
a  light  to  the   mind  of  m.in,   thar  the 
moft   extravagant   flights   of   his    fancy 
cannot  keep  pace  with  the  infinite  re- 
fources  which  the  Almighty  has  offered 
to  his  view  in  the  works  of  nature,   for 
the  fole  pu-pofe  of  raifing  his  hopes  and 
expe6lat:ons,   as  far  as,    and  ftlU  farther 
than  the  wildefl  of  his  ihougiiis,  and  the 
mcfl  fijrioui  of  hij  paflians  can   impel 
him. 

K  2  t:.c 
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•  The  paffions  being  the  fpring  of  all 
human  acLions,  how  miferable  are  their 
eflc(5ls  v/hen  ccnfigned  to  the  propa- 
gation of  vice  and  folly !  But  how 
glorious  do  they  appear  when  they  are 
engaged  in  the  purfuits  of  virtue,  and 
elevated  to  the  celeftial  raptures  which 
the  works  of  nature  infufe  into  the 
ardent  bofom  of  the  aftonifhed  beholder 
of  her  channsl — Charms  fo  variouSj 
fo  wonderful,  and  fo  complicated,  that 
although  the  human  eye  cannot  pene- 
trate into  their  inexplicable  recefles, 
vet  it  fees  enou2;h  for  its  immediate 
delight,  and  its  future  profpe<5t  of  un- 
utterable felicity. 

Pbilo  flood,  during  the  above  obfer- 
vations  of  his  hiftorian,  in  an  attitude 
upon  the  fummit  of  the  high  hill  which 
he  had  gained,  the  mod  flriking  figure  of 
filent  adoration  imaginable. — After  a 
paufe  of  confiderable  length,  he  roufed 
himfelf  from  his  revery,  and  exclaimed 

— "  can 
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— "  cn  the  great  Go  J  wlio  has  proV 
duced  this  beautiful  fcenery  before  me, 
with  fuch  all-poA'erful  touches  of  his 
pencil  in  thofe  ftdtcly  woods  and  their 
variegated  foliage,  in  the  vales  beneath 
them,  with  their  decorated  redundancy 
of  flowers  of  every  hue  to  charm  me — 
can  the  Almighty  difplay  before  mc 
f4.ich  exquifice  delights,  without  inti- 
mating by  thefe  tokens  of  his  love  and 
condefcenfion  towards  me,  his  ultimate 
defi^n  of  continuing  thefe  pleafurcs  after 
a  fhort  and  rranfitory  life,  in  a  m.ore 
exal:ed  ftyle,  if  I  defrrve  his  patronage 
by  tlie  reflitude  of  my  condudt  ? — No,'* 
exclaimed  PhUoy  "  the  works  of  nature 
conftitute  m.y  cjeed  j  I  believe  in  the 
Almighty  power  which  produced  them, 
and  I  Ihould  reft  fitisfied  in  his  great 
goodnefs,  as  fpecified  in  the  charms  and 
delights  which  are  no-v  difpUyed  before 
my  eyes,  for  a  future  and  more  elevated 
participation  of  them,  after  my  dilTo- 
lution  here,  although  the  all-wife  Cre- 
K  3  a:or 
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atcr  of  all  things  had  not  deigned  to 
notify  his  intentions  towards  me,  by  any 
other  ir.arks  of  his  final  determination 
in  my  favour." 

Fkiloy  afier  having  exhaufted  his  hea- 
venly fenfaiions  upon  the  hills,  and  in 
the  meadows,  began  to  think  of  his 
eartiily  concerns,  and  reiurned  to  Mrs, 
Pluir,p\  rbcTiL  nine  o'clock  to  breakfaft, 
and  to  fjlfil  his  engagements  at  her 
houfe  as  a  boarder :  but  Mrs.  Plump 
having  had  another  and  more  violent 
quarrel  with  her  fillers,  before  his  ar- 
rival, than  fhe  had  ever  experienced, 
fairly  informed  our  he:Oj  that  Ihe  had 
siv<:n  UD  all  farther  ihoucrhts  of  con- 
tinuing  in  her  prtfcnt  fituation,  and  was 
immediately  going  into  ano:her  line  of 
life,  in  order  to  get  entirely  rid  of  the 
encumbrance,  infults,  and  male-treat- 
ment of  her  relations. — The  isjine-mer- 
f/^<3;// fteppin;  in  at  this  junflure,  and. 
being  fully  acquainted  with  ihe  embar- 

r^fTiriCnts 
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rafTments  of  Mrs.  Plumps  with  Furiofa 
and  my  lady  Finefeelings^  applauded  her 
refolution;  and  after  reciprocal  com- 
pliments, and  good  wifhes  on  all  hands, 
our  hero  fettled  his  account  with  Mrs, 
Plumpy  brcakfailed  with  the  wine-mer- 
thant,  and  entered  into  fuch  frefh 
fcenes  as  will  be  exhibited  in  the  en- 
fuing  chapter. 


K  4  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.      XXIII. 

A    COQUET PHILO's    REMARKS    UPON 

FEMALE    DRESS   AND    MANNERS. 

1'^HE  reafon  of  the  wine-merchant's 
call'iB^g  at  our  hero's  late  lodgings, 
was  produced  from  the  very  palpable 
motive  of  his  mifllng  him  when  he  came 
down  in  the  morning,  and  receiving  no 
fatisfliftory  accounts  from  his  fcivants 
wiiat  vas  become  of  him,  except  from 
the  conrufed  intt-iiigence  of  a  ftabkbov, 
who  was  up  at  da\  break,  and  who  faid 
thac  a  gentleman  rufhed  out  of  the  houfe 
as  fo-^n  as  the  doors  were  opened,  but 
that  he  ha.1  left  no  mefTage  with  him 
where  he  wis  going,  no;  what  was  the 
cauft:  of  his  fo  fudden  difappearancc. 

All 
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All  th-fe  matters,  and  our  hero'^ 
morning  exploits,  being  explained  by 
him  to  tlie  wine-merchant^  fatisfaiftion, 
he  propofed  to  Philo  a  lodging  in  his 
neig'ibourhooJ,  as  purely  from  the 
motive  of  now  fixing  him  in  a  happy 
fnuation,  as  he  had  before,  through  the 
influence  of  the  Jqu'ire^  been  an  inter- 
mediate caufe  of  his  having  been  plung- 
ed into  his  late  troublefome  one. 

The  lodgings  vvh.ch  tlie  'Wine-mef-* 
chr.nt  recommended  to  our  hero,  was  at 
the  fatlier's  of  the  moll  beaudful  of  the 
two  young  girls  who  attended  him  to 
the  mifcellaneous  concert,  as  dcfcribed. 
fome  few  pages  back. — As  there  could 
be  no  hcfitation  on  the  put  of  our  heroy 
to  fuch  a  charming  profpcct,  he  wtnt 
with  the  w'ne-merchant^  and  was  received 
very  refpe6lfully  by  the  father  and  the 
daughter. — He  fent  for  his  man  Sturdy 
and  his  wines,  &c.  and  fet  up  his 
abode  at  this  feemingly  hap^jy  place, 
K  5  with 
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v,\ih  all  thoie  rsp.urcus  thoughts  and 
conccptiors  of  future  p^cafures  in  fo- 
ciety,  which  his  teeming  f^ncy  {o  abun- 
dantly fupplied  him  with,  after  every 
difappointmenr. 

The  father  of  the  above  young  lady, 
v-as  a  decayed  gentleman  of  fmall  in- 
come; the  daughter  was  to  make  her 
fortune  by  an  advantageous  marriage: 
the  'cvine-merchant  being  perfedly  ac- 
quainted w'.th  the  cafe,  thcuglit  that 
file  could  not  do  better,  than  by  her 
f  ondu<5l  to  eng".ge  the  affcftions  of  our 
hero,  and  to  make  him,  and  herfelf, 
happy  by  the  connexion. — He  left  the 
father  and  Philo  together,  and  took  the 
liberty  of  preaching  fome  fvnfible  do- 
cuments to  the  young  lady  (whom  he 
had  defired  to  fpeak  with  in  another 
room)  upon  this  head. — He  intimated 
to  her,  that  fhe  mud  really  f..ll  in  love 
with  Philcy  before  fhe  attempted  to  en- 
gage his  aiFcdionSj  oihcrwife,  from  his 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  his  fine  feelings,  he  faid, 
fhe  would  make  herfclf  unhappy,  and 
hinn  nniferable. — HeknewMZ/j  Marthay 
for  fuch  was  her  name,  to  have  a  good 
d^A  of  the  ccquetre  in  her  charadler, 
and  wifhed  to  point  out  to  her  the  folly 
of  any  the  like  proceedings  with  our 
hero;  who,  he  informed  her,  was  a  man 
of  that  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  al- 
though he,  as  yet,  knew  very  little  of 
the  world,  which  would  foon  enable 
him  ro  fee  through  the  flimfy  coverings 
of  deceit,  and  all  tiiofe  mafk  ba'teries 
which  the  ladies,  under  her  delcription, 
play  off  to  perplex  their  admirers. — 
He  farther  intimated  to  Mifs  Alarlba, 
that  if  fhe  could  j^oflibly  be  inclined 
to  withdraw  her  prefent  regard  for  the 
company  of  a  parcel  of  mere  fiat  erers, 
whom,  he  knew,  were  only  fo  many 
impediments  to  her  obtaining  a  good 
offer,  and  a  good  hufbmd,  and  would 
ferioufly  think  of  her  future  happinefs; 
in  the  poffeflion  of  a  real  gentleman 
K  6  and 
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and  a  man  of  honour;  fhe  had  now  a 
glorious  opportunity  of  making  hcrfelf 
completely  bleflcd,  and  her  father  com- 
fortable-.  He  concluded   his  obferva- 

tions  with  a  pcfitive  afleveration.  that  he 
cfleemed  her  father,  that  he  had  a  great 
regard  for  her  welfare,  that  he  admired 
our  heroy  and  that  he  would  not  have 
promored  the  conjunclion,  wh.ich  he 
had  meditated,  on  any  other  account, 
but  that  of  being  a  difinterefled  inftru- 
ment  towards  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
mutual  feliciry  of  the  parties. 

Mifs  Martha,  or  Mijs  Patty^  as  we 
fhall  in  future  call  her,  blufhed  her 
thanks  to  the  wine-merchant y  as  he  led 
her  into  the  parlour  where  Philo  and  the 
old  gentleman  had  been  adjufting  all 
matters  rcfpcfting  his  refidence  at  his 
houfe  i  the  refuk  of  which  v/as,  that  our 
hero  fliould  be  confidered,  not  merely 
as  a  lodger,  or  a  boarder,  but  really, 
and  bona  fide^  as  one  of  ihe  family ; 

that 
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that  his  man  Sturdy  fhoiild  be  acoom- 
moda  ed  with  an  apartment  as  a  mun- 
fcrvant  in  the  houfe,  which,  at  this 
tiine,  confiiied  only  of  the  fatlicr,  t!ie 
daughter,  and  a  maid. 

The  wine-merchant  feeing  things  go 
on  fo  well,  took  his  leave  ot  our  hero, 
and  innmediately  fcnt  the  pipe  of  port 
which  the  fquire  had  ordered,  tog.th.r 
with  a  laughab'.e  account  of  Philo's>  em- 
bairaflftnents  at  the  lodgings  to  which 
that  ioviii  bacchanalian  had  recom- 
mc-nded  him  (a  circumllince  in  the 
ramble  of  Piilo  and  his^  man  Sturdy, 
which  the  readtr,  no  doubt,  will  recol- 
ledl)  and  which  the  good-natured  j^i//>^, 
notwi  hftanding  his  frolicks,  was  now 
heartily  iovvf  for]  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
ht  felt  himfelf  much  relieved  from  his 
pain  on  that  account,  by  the  future 
p,ofpe6l  of  our  hero's  real  happincfs, 
which  had  been  blazoned  fo  th,  in  high 
terms,   in   the   above-mentioned  letter 

from 
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f.om  the  'Luine-merchani ;  although  he, 
as  a  prudent  m.^.n,  had  faid  noiljng  of 
the  matrimonial  connexion  which  he 
had  in  view,  as  not  being  perfe6i:]y 
fatfsfied,  in  his  own  mind^  what  might 
be  the  future  conduvfl  of  a  little  co- 
quL'tte,  whom,  if  by  h'S  advice  and  in- 
fiacnce,  he  could  not  reclaim,  he  was 
refolved,  as  a  man  of  honour,  that 
fhe  ftiould  never,  through  his  means, 
become  the  wife  of  Pkilo. 

The  'wine- merchant  had  not  been 
gone  above  ten  minutes  before  a  couple 
of  gay  young /cllows  called  upon  Fatty ^ 
to  take  her  a  walk. — Thef:;  gentlemien 
were  not  of  the  fizzled  pited  fort, 
whom  Philo  miftook  for  young  wenches, 

at    the   theatre. They    were    drcifed 

fafhionably,  but  in  good  tafle,  and  they 
appeared  perfedly  of  the  mafculinc 
gender." — As  their  fprightlinefs  and 
fpirits  were  very  much  in  unifon  with 
the  prefent  gaiety  of  our  hero'-i,  heart, 
4  he 
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he  immediately  propofed  being  of  the 
party,  to  which  they  as  readily  con- 
fenced — for  they,  being  of  that  fpecies 
of  philofophers,  which  propofes  to  its 
votaries  nothing  more,  than  to  tcafe  old 
time  by  fccffing  at  his  admonitions,  and 
to  wafte  their  hours  in  any,  the  mod 
trifling  fcenes  of  diflipaiion  that  offered, 
our  lero's  company  was  as  agreeable  to 
them  as  Patly's,  and  would  anfwcr  the 
pur^ofe  for  the  enjoy;ncnt  of  the  prefejic 
^::curig  mo;nents,  as  well  as  any  other, 
which  accident,  without  choice,  might 
throw  in  thvir  way. 

Pu'/Zy  felt  fome  reluftance  at  the 
overture,  from  the  traces  in  her  mind, 
which  liad  been  drawn  there  by  the 
pencil  of  the  ivine-m^rchan'j  rtfpefting 
her  future  conduft  towards  thefe  very 
gcntlrmen,  and  others  of  her  acquain- 
tance i  but  finding  the  object  which  fhe 
v/as  to  endeavour  tj  ingratiate  in  her 
favour,   feemcd  to   be   the   mofl  eager 

perfon 
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perfcn  in  the  company  for  a  walk,  ihe 
foon  gave  way  to  her  natural  love  of 
pleature,  and  variety,  and  confented  to 
be  of  the  party,  widiout  referve. 

The  father  oS  Patty,  who,  the  reader 
will   condude,    fiioulJ    have    been    the 
grea  ell,   if  not  the  only  check   to  any- 
improper  condufl  in  his  daughter,  had 
all   Ids  life   bten    fo  cafy,    and   fuch   a 
li'ftlefs  indolent  charadler,   that   he  had 
fuiTered  his  re'a'ions  and  fycophants  to 
Wide  his   fubftinrej     and  was,   at  this 
time,  fuch  a  Vv^eak  man  in  his  intcllc6h, 
that  the  very  dangerous  courfes  oi  Patty 
with  her  gallants,  which  prognofticated 
the    worft    cf  confequenccs,.  he,    poor 
man,  thought,  were  the  only  means  by 
which   fhe  could  get  hetfelf  a  rich  huf- 
bandj  fo  that,  upon  all   occafions,  he 
fuffered    her  to   proceed  exadly  as  flie, 
herfelf,   thought   fit,    without   the  leaft 
fympcom  of  control,  on  his  parr. 

The 
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The  eafinefs  and  fiaipk  honefty  of 
the  old  gentleman's  charatfter,  the 
render  may  gather  from  his  fo  readily 
taking;  a  f.  anger  into  liis  houfe,  as  one 
of  his  faiiiily,  without  any  inquiries 
conce.  ning  him:  for  though  the  'u^jine- 
merd\int\  having  introdurcd  our  hero 
as  a  lodger,  might  be  efteemcd,  by  the 
npolt  fcrupulous  perfon,  as  a  fufficient 
wa.rant  for  receiving  him  on  fuch 
li.iutcd  terms;  yer,  as  the  wine-nur^ 
chant  had  not  fuid  any  thing  particuhr 
about  him  to  the  old  gentleman,  nor 
littered  a  fyllable  of  his  inrentions  in 
favurofhis  daughter;  nor  Philo  had 
propofed  to  him  any  other  mode  of 
refid'iig  at  his  houfe,  but  that  as  above- 
fpecified,  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
a^ft  in  this  affair  any  otherwife  than 
according  to  his  ufual  unwary  and 
heedicfs  conduct. 

The  reader  will  alfo  obferve,  that 
PhUoy  being  an   entire  flranger  to  all 

that 
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that  had  pafTed  between  the  lijvr.enier' 
chant  and  Tatty  refpedling  hiir.felf,  he 
had  conceived  no  other  prepoffeffions 
in  fcivour  of  the  young  lady,  than  as  a 
beautiful  young  girl  whom  he  wis  as 
well  plealed  to  accompany  in  a  walk,  as 
any  of  her  gallants,  and  fet  off  with  her 
and  her  j  rcfent  ones,  in  the  liigheft 
fpirits  imaginable. 

This  pleafant  party  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  parade,  to  which  the  wim-. 
merchant  had  in'rodured  ov.r  hero  iefore, 
and  where  he  had  been  fo  i  nforcL.nate 
as  to  fall,. through  his  int-xperienje  and 
indifcretion,  into  the  hands  'fa  courte- 
zan, as  defcribed  by  his  hillorian  upon 
that  terrible  occafion. 

Philoy  upon  beholding  as  numerous 
a  groupe  of  brilliant  objefls  as  he  had 
feen  at  the  time  we  are  fpcaking  of, 
immediately  adverted  to  his  folly  and 
inadvertence  ar  that  period,  and  iiirength- 

ened 
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cned  his  refolution  to  be  upon  his  guard 
againO:  fuch  errors  for  the  future,  by 
refieding  upon  his  late  miftakt-s,  and 
their  mifchievous  effe6ls. — He  looked 
"with  a  very  fcvere  eye,  in  confequencs 
of  his  caution,  at  every  female  obje6t 
that  paft  in  review  before  him,  and 
thought  that  there  was  much  to  be 
feared  fron"»  appearances. — -The  bold 
behaviour  of  the  nymphs,  with  their 
aftonifhing  large  hacs,  (luck  upon  their 
heads,  in  fuch  an  amazonian  effrontery, 
as  they  were  at  this  time,  caufed  our 
hero  to  be  apprehcnfive  he  fhoi.'ld  now 
be  taken  by  ftorm,  inio  feme  illicit 
pradices,  inftcad  of  his  being  wheedled 
by  the  afFefted  modefty  of  a  courtezan, 
into  the  abominable  fituation  he  had 
experienced,  upon  his  firft  vifit  to  tliis 
fcene  of  pleafure;  and  he  fcowled  upon 
the  company,  and  Ihifted  his  track  upon 
the  paiade,  according  to  the  idle  fug- 
geftions  of  his  needkfs  fufpicions. 

Upon 
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Upon  his  prying_more  minurely  into 
the  drefs  and  carriage  of  the  whole 
aiTemblage  of  female  objeifls  upon  the 
aforefaid  parade,  he  could  not  reconcile 
to  himfelf,  thit  confufed  redundancy  of 
fiutrering  ornamentSj  with  which  the 
ladies  had  covered  their  bodies  froin 
head  to  foot,  and  which  utterly  pre- 
vented him  from  inve{lig:ting  the  ex- 
quifite  form  of  a  fine  woman,  the  glory 
of  the  world,  and  the  del!o;ht  of  man. — 
He  thought  the  above-naentioned  iiiper- 
fluity  of  unmeaning  coverings  from 
their  necks  to  tlieir  heels,  together  with 
their  hair,  which,  at  the  period  we  are 
defcribing,  was  difp^ayed  in  a  crazy 
prepofterous  bufii  round  the  front  of 
their  heads  to  their  fhoulders,  and  fiom 
thence,  in  fantaftic  curls,  to  iheir  v^aifts, 
caufed  them  to  refemble  thofe  crack- 
brained  huflies,  who  fequcnt  remote 
villages,  under  the  denomination  cf 
Cozen- Bet  ties  i  and  who,  through  their 
ridiculous  carriage,  and  more  ridiculous 

drefs. 
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drefs,  make  a  llvtlihood  by  exhibiting 
thcnifclves  as  livyghingfiocksy  for  the 
diverfion  of  f/tf^/'^^/i  and  country  lump- 
kins. 

But    that     we     miy    not    tread    too 
violently  npon  forbidden  ground,  with 
Philo's  anim.idverfions  u^^on  female  drefs 
(a  circumftjnce  which,  however  repre- 
henfible  on  the   fcore  of  true  tafte,  is 
altogedier  governed   by  the  caprice  of 
cuftom,  or  a  prevailing  fafliion,  without 
any  criminal  motives,  or,   indeed,   any 
motives  at  all,  but  thofe  which  are  ex- 
cited by  novelty,  or  the  love  of  variety, 
in  any  new  fangled  fpecies  of  ornamenr, 
which  has  been  fet  on  foot  by  the  moft 
vain  and  ridiculous  leaders  and  inven- 
ters  of  fuch  prepofttrous  extravagancies) 
we  will  only  infer  from  our  hero's  fim- 
ple  ideas  of  the  evil  tendency  of  thefe 
trifling   ccnfiderat'ons,    that    the    moft 
lovely  and  the  moft  difcreet  of  the  fe- 
male 
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rr;alc  fex,  had  better  confult  the  modefty 
o(  nature^  in  her  wonderful  variety  of 
decorations,  which,  a]thou_h  Ihe  dif- 
plays  the  mofl  amazing,  and  the  niofl 
dazzling  charms^to  the  beholder,  in  her 
trees,  fhrubs,  and  flowers  of  all  kinds, 
yet,  in  this  amazing  variety,  nothing 
leaps  the  bounds  of  confiflency,  no 
impropriety  is  feen,  nor  no  monjlrous 
productions  to  frighten  or  confound 
the  fpedator. 

Philo  loon  perceived,  upon  this  fecond 
review  of  the  parade,  th:it  no  harm  was 
intendfd  him  by  the  ladies,  notwith- 
Ibmding  their  artillery  of  large  hats, 
cork  rumps,  bold  looks,  buftiing  de- 
m.eanoiir,  and  other  not  truly  feminine 
batteries,  which  were  opened  agalnft 
him,  feemed  to  denote  many  mifchiefs 
to  himfelf,  and  his  plan  of  avoiding 
thofe  into  which  he  had  run  upon  a 
former  occaiion. 

He 
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He  now,  that  his  eyes  being  open 
to  a  more  particular  inveiligation  of 
every  obje6t  than  he  was  able  to  look 
into,  on  his  firft  encounter  with  fuch 
brilliant  and  novel  fcenes,  faw  himfelf 
perfe6lly    fecure   from   any   fad   confe- 

quences. He    thought,    upon    a  flill 

farther  furvey  of  the  women,  that  they 
had  got  nothing  harmful  or  interefting 
about  themi  but  that  they  app^-artd  like 
dollsj  or  mammets,  clothed  and  produced 
by  the  idle  and  fantaftic  dictates  of  an 
infant,  and  that  their  countenances  dif- 
played  no  other  marks  of  the  intellectual 
llrokes  of  character,  than  what  the 
pencil  of  a  daubery  in  the  art  of  imi- 
tation, had  dcfcribedin  the  faces  of  his 
puppetSy  for  the  delight  and  amufemenc 
of  children. 

But  we  muft  put  a  flop  to  the  re- 
marks of  our  heroy  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  or  he  will  be  utterly  out  of 
favour  with  the  fair  fexj  though,  a:  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  we  v/ill  be  bound  for  him, 
that  he  would  make  a  better  hufband 
to  any  one  of  them,  in  every  refpeft, 
than  could  be  picked  from  amon^  fucli 
numerous  herds  of  rakes  and  debauchees^ 
that  their  detra6ters  are  ready  enough 
to  aflert,  are  the  moft  admired  f^ccies 
of  animals^  by  moft  ladies,  in  all  public 
reforts  and  affemblies,  and  that  a  fober, 
decent,  well  behaved  man,  and  particu- 
larly a  modcji  young  fellow,  is  an  objefl 
of  their  averficn  and  contempt. 

The  author  of  the  ramble  of  Philot 
and  his  man  Sturdy,  would  not  have 
faid  thus  much  in  vindication  of  the 
rujlicj  unp'olifljedi  uncivilized  remarks  of 
his  heroj  upon  the  parade,  had  he  not 
been  warranted,  for  fo  doing,  by  many 
limiiar  obfervations  of  a  great  author, 
who  flourifhed  near  eighty  years  'go, 
and  who  wrote  numerou's  exquifite  u  cu- 
ments  for  the  inftrud'tion  of  the  female 
fcx,    in    a  publication    which   is   now 

utterly 
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Utterly  unregarded  by  them,  called 
THE  Spectator.  This  great  author, 
who,  it  feems,  has  never  been  heard  of 
among  our  nymphs  of  fafhion,  was  one 
Mr.  AdiUJoTiy  who,  among  feveral  of  hiis 
excellent  fpecuhtions  in  the  publication 
appealed  to,  Teemed  to  have  his  mind 
bent,  in  a  more  parcicular  manner, 
toward  the  improvement  of  young 
ladies,  in  every  kind  of  virtue  which 
might  promote  their  happinefs,  than  in 
any  other  of  his  writings  in  that  work; 
although  the  latter  part  of  his  compo- 
fitions  has  eftablifhed  his  fame,  among 
fome  queer  kinds  of  thinking  people  of 
both  fexes;  as  the  moft  divine  moralifl, 
and  writer  of  eflays,  that  ever  lived. 

If  the  fair  fex  of  the  prefcnt  time 
■will  but  condefcend  to  read  the  above- 
mentioned  publication,  called  the  Spec- 
tator, they  will  find,  that  the  aforef^id 
Mr.  Addifon  frequently  expreffed  a  de- 
fign  he  had  in  view,    of  producing  a 

Vol.  II.  L  catalogs: ^ 
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catalogue  of  fuch  a  feledion  of  proper 
books,  to  compofe  a  lady's  library,  as 
would  anfvver  the  end  of  female  edu- 
cation, in  order  to  direft  their  ftudies 
end  reading  to  more  beneficial  compo- 
fitions,  than  thofe  which  were  calculated 
for  trifling  amuftment,  and  the  eradi- 
cating of  ^\\feriGUS  contemplations  from 
their  minds. 

Now,  it  fo  happened,  that  this  fame 
A>.  Addifon  did  not  produce  the  above- 
mentioned  catalogue,  but,  he  at  length 
intimated,  that  his  own  endeavours,  for 
the  purpofe  of  drawing  all  the  befb 
fentiments,  wi:h  refpecSb  to  a  female 
education,  fiom  the  beft  authors,  both 
ancient  as  well  as  modern,  and  ex- 
hibiting them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
be  entirely  adapted  to  their  fex,  in  the 
publication  called  the  Spe^ator^  might 
anfwer  this  mod  defnable  end. — How 
the  numerous  papers  in  the  Spe£iaiory 
•calculated  folely  for  theperufal,  delight, 
5  and 
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and  inftruiflion  of  the  fair  fex,  would 
anfwer  fach  a  purpose  as  Mr.  Jddifcjj, 
as  well  as  his  colleagues,  liad  in  view, 
■will  bed  be  determined  by  the  ladies 
themfelves,  if  they  will  take  the  trouble 
to  give  that  divine  v/ork  a  Jerious  read- 
ing, and  make  fome  ferious  reflections, 
upon  what  is  therein  advanced,  to  pro- 
mote  their  happinefsj  their  welfare, 
and,  what  is  of  much  more  confe- 
quence,  in  their  eftimation,  an  univerfal 
bondage  of  the  fwaggering  creatures, 
called  men,  in  the  foftefi,  yet  the 
ftrongeft  chains  of  flavery  that  they 
could  poflibly  devife. 

But,  to  return  more  immediately  to 
the  fubjeCt  of  Philo\  obfervations  upon 
the  bold  and  ftrange  encumbrance  of 
drefs,  which  the  ladies  upon  the  parade 
appeared  in,  we  will  only  beg  of  tliofe 
ladies,  when  they  perufe  the  flrong 
lights  of  ridicule  which  the  Spe5fator 
difplayed  upon  the  fame  kindof  mafcu- 
L.  2  Hoe 
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line  attire  of  the  fair  fex,  in  his  days, 
that  they  will  pardon  the  hero  of  this 
performance  for  any  of  his  thoughts 
upon  the  above  occafion,  fince,  how- 
ever he  may  be  defpifed  in  confequence 
of  his  fimplicity,  he  has  all  the  weight 
of  the  delightful  Jddifcn's  works  on  his 
iide^  to  vvhich,  for  a  proof  of  this 
aflertion,  we  will  appeal,  and  fliall 
think  ourfelf  highly  dignified  in  the 
publication  of  the  ramble  of  Philoy  and 
his  man  Sturdy,  if,  by  that  means,  we 
mi^ht  be  an  inflrument  of  excitino;  the 
fair  fex  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Spe5lator,  as 
a  guide  to  them  in  every  department  of 
their  concerns,  and  in  which  they  would 
find  fuch  an  ample  field  for  their  enter- 
tainment^ as  well  as  inflru6tion,  that  they 
could  not  ranfack  out  of  all  the  authors 
that  ever  wrote  for  their  benefit. 

In  the  vain  hope,  that  the  reading  of 
the  Specfatcr  may  become  as  fafliionable 
at  this  period,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of 

its 
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its  firfl  publication,  ws  will  clofe  tiie 
fcene,  after  a  very  few  words  more  in 
the  next  chapter,  of  Phi/o's  comments 
upon  the  ladies'  drefs,  and  proceed  to 
other  matters  concerning  him,  which, 
although  they  may  be  miOre  entertain- 
ino-,  and  lefs  oifenfive  than  the  above- 
mentioned,  yet  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
thln^Ts  and  circumilances  at  this  time, 
that  they  will  bs  of  half  fo  much  im- 
portance. 


L  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIV. 

MERITS    OF    A    GROUP    Of    FEMALE 
-WRITERS. 

AS  it  is  always  uncandid,  if  cot 
invidious,  to  blazon  the  fuperiof 
talents  of  any  author,  or  authors,  either 
ancient  or  modern,  to  fuch  a  degree 
as  to  preclude  all  attempts  of  others 
from  a  fhare  in  the  favour  of  mankind, 
who  humbly  tread  in  the  footfteps  of 
great  characters,  we  take  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  the  foregoing  recom- 
mendation of  the  SpeEiator^  as  contain- 
ing every  inftruction  neceffary  to  form 
the  tafte,  and  improve  the  manners  of 
the  fair  fex,  has  given  us,  to  contribute 
our   feeble   quota   of    praifc   to   many 

excellent 
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excellent  writers  now  living,  and  among 
whom  it  happily  falls  to  the  lot  of  a 
group  of  female  authors  to  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  compofitions, 
both  in  profe  and  verfe,  that  do  them 
the  hi2;heft  honour,  from  their  havino- 
exhibited  that  kind  of  found  precepts, 
for  the  benefit  of  young  women,  v/hich 
was  fo  eminently  d  fplayed  in  the  works 
of  Jddiforij  inftead  of  their  falling  into  the 
beaten  track  of  producing  thofe  common 
defcrlptions  oi intrigues  and  amours^  which 
anfwer  the  admirable  purpofes  of  turning 
the  fenny^  ar.d  the  heads  of  young  girls, 
and  renut-ring  the  poor  things  fie  for 
nothing  in  the  world,  but  objefts  of 
mere  fcnfual  gratifications. 

If  the  aforefaid  excellent  group  of 
ladies,  whofe  attcmp  s  to  eng;ige  the 
attention  of  their  own  fex,  to  their  chaite 
and  delicate  performances,  which  have 
endeared  them  to  all  true  lovers  of 
L  4  the 
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the  facred  piinclples  of  virtue,  will  be 
plcafed  to  caft  a  cafual  look  over  the 
defcriptions  in  the  SpeSfator,  they  will 
find  ihat  the  fooleries  exhibited  in  his 
days,  not  only  v/i.h  refpeft  to  drefsy 
which  we  h  ive  dwelt  ^o  much  upon, 
merely  from  our  ktro\  remarks,  as  a 
novice,  but  ihar,  in  all  other  refpecfls, 
and  to  all  inrenis  and  purpofes,  the 
ivhole  of  the  dcfeript.ons  in  the  Spe5fatcr 
of  the  manners,  as  well  as  the  dreG  of 
his  fair  counry- women,  as  he  called 
them,  will  be  as  applicable  to  thefe 
times,  as  they  were  to  ihofe  in  whih 
he  flourifhed,  as  the  moil  chr.rming 
writer  upon  the  fuiijects  we  are  talking 
of,  that  ever  attempted  to  poliin  tlic 
human  fpc-cic£,  aiui,  in  pirticular^  t) 
wiJidraw  tlie  attention  of  the  fiT  fcx 
from  that  levity  of  conduut,  (o  much 
compVaintd  of  by  hi.n,  to  furh  a  pro- 
cedure as  would  be  th:;  means  of  efta- 
blifning  their  fame,  as  rational  crea- 
tures. 


RAMBLE    OF   PMILO.  225 

tures,  and  promoting  their  happinefs, 
and  the  felicity  of  their  pofterity. 

To  conclude  our  ftrictures  upon  the 
prefent  mafculine  drefs  and  manners 
of  the  ladies,  as  well  as  upon  the  effe- 
minate male  blockheads,  whom  poor 
Philo  miftook  for  a  row  of  young  flirts 
at  the  prayhoufe,  we  have  only  to  fay, 
that  immediately  upon  our  perufal  of 
any  one  of  the  fpeculations  in  the  Spec- 
tatoVy  which  defcribes  the  prepofterous 
drefs  and  manners  of  the  people  of  both 
fexes,  that  crouded  the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don in  his  days,  and  who  are  now 
almoft  entirely  fwept  away  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  we  fee,  in  the  minds' 
eyCi  as  Shakefpeare  terms  it,  the  fame 
fort  of  crowds  of  people,  with  the  fame 
ridiculous  extravagancies  of  drefs  and 
manners,  and  in  the  fame  flreets  of 
London,  and  in  every,  populous  town 
in  the  kingdom,  as  formerly  reforted 
there,,  and  for  which  reafon,  as  Addifon 
L5  and 
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and  his  colleagues  were  the  befl  fatirifts, 
and  ihe  moft  attended  to  in  thofe  times, 
we  are  led  to  believe,  that  the  ftudy 
of  their  works  would  be  of  great  ufe 
in  thefc. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXV. 

PHILO's  ESCAPE    FROM  THE  INTRIGUES 
OF   A    COQ.UETTE. 

ALTHOUGH  Philo  continued 
in  this  great  town  two  months 
after  the  preveding  defcription  of  his 
commenrs  upon  the  drefs  of  the  ladies, 
and  the  confequent  obfervations  of  his 
hiftorian,  nothing  happened  worthy  the 
notice  of  the  reader,  but  the  common 
courfe  of  crimes  and  fopperies  of  the 
multitude,  which  are  fo  finely  cenfured 
and  ridiculed  by  Mr.  Addijon.  We, 
therefore,  refer  the  reader  to  thofe  juft 
and  lively  defcriptions  of  the  general 
vices  and  follies  of  the  world,  to  that 
author  i  and  beg  leave  to  engage  his 
L  6  attention 
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attention  to  thofe  incidents,  only,  which 
more  immediately  concern  the  hero  of 
this  performance, 

Thilo  lived,  during  the  time  above- 
mentionedi  with  the  father  of  Patty j  in 
a  very  agreeable  manner.  He  fre- 
quently dined  with  the  wine-mercharU. 
at  his  houfe,  as  well  as  among  his 
friends  at  the  public,  where  nothing 
occured  but  the  fame  kind  of  convivial 
fcenes  which  have  been  defcribed  upon 
former  occafions.  He  had  often  com- 
pany  at  his  own  lodgings,  where  the 
fame  good  fellowfhip  was  exhibited, 
which  needs  no  farther  difplay.  He,. 
manv  times,  went  on  parties  of  pleafure 
■with  Patty  and  her  gallants  ^  the  lall  of 
"which,  towards  the  clofe  of  his  con- 
tinuance in  town,  furnilhed  the  author 
of  his  ramble  wich  the  firft  interefting 
circumftance,  refpe6ting  Philo  and  his 
concerns,  worth  relating. 

Fatty 
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Tatty  had,  all  this  while,  paid  fuch 
3  clofe  attention  to  our  hero,  and  had 
hurried  him  about  with  her  gallants,  in 
fuch  a  wild  and  gay  manner,  that  he 
had  no  time  to  ponder  over  the 
ftroke  which  he  had  received  from  the 
charming  eyes  of  Delia,  the  /quire's 
daughter;  and  he  had  fo  far  forgot  the 
impreffion  which  they  had  made  in  his- 
breaft,  that  from  fhow,  and  outwajd 
appearances,  and  falfe  complaifance, 
he  was  conceiving  ftrong  prepoflefTions. 
in  favour  of  Mijs  Martha,  until  they 
were  checked  by  the  following  ac- 
cident. 

Stnrdy,  who  attended  his  mailer  in 
this  laft  excurfion  of  pleafure,  hap- 
pening to  rulh  into  the  parlour,  where 
he  hud  waited  upon  the  company  at 
dinner,  to  fpeak  to  Philo  about  fome 
trifling  thing,  which  he  conceived  of 
great  moment,  was  thunderllruck  to 

find. 
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find,  inflc.  d  of  his  mafter,  tlie  amorous 
Fatty  in  the  clofe  embrace  of  a  young 
dog  of  the  par.y;  who  had  taken  the 
opp  rtunity  of  being  very  free  with 
her,  while  PhJo,  and  the  reft  of  the 
company,  were  walking  in  the  garden. 

Sturdy  having  perceived  many  tokens 
of  Patty's  loofe  behaviour  among  her 
gallants,  in  the  abfence  of  our  berd, 
during  his  refidence  as  a  man-fervant 
in  the  houfe  of  her  father,  thought  it 
high  time,  upon  the  above  flagrant 
inftance  of  her  levity  of  condud,  to 
inform  liis  mafter  of  every  thing  re- 
fpesfting  her  which  he  ha-d  taken  notice 
of. — He,  therefore,  took  an  opportunity, 
before  the  party  left  the  prefenc  fcene 
of  pleafure^  to  draw  our  hero  a(ide,  and 
to  acquaint  him  with  what  he  had  now 
feen,  as  likewife,  with  what  he  had 
perceived  on  former  occafions. 


As 
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As  Philo  knew  that  his  man  Sturdy 
had    been  acquainted   with   the  matri- 
monial fcheme,  which  was  on  foot  be- 
tween Mijs  Martha  and  himfelf,  he  the 
more  readily  lillened  to  his  intelligence; 
but   inftead   of   his   being    fo   warmly 
fmitten  with  the  charms  of  Patty,  as  to 
aft  the  true  lever  upon  this  occafion,  by 
the  immediate  murder  of  his  rival   in 
her  favour,  he  felt  himfelf  fo  fuddenly 
ftruck   with  fuch  a  contempt  for   the 
objed:  which  had  fo  long  endeavoured 
to  engage  his  attention,  that  he  ordered 
Sturdy  to  take  no  farther  notice  of  the 
matter,   but  to  wait  upon  Mifs  Martha 
and  her  gallants,  during  this  day's  ex- 
curfion,    with  his   ufual  afTiduity,  and, 
as   though  nothing  material  had  hap- 
pened.— In    confequence   of  this   fage 
determination   of  Philo,    all    went  on 
fmooth  and  pleafant  during  the  after- 
noon, and  ihe  evening  of  the  prefenc 
day. 

The 
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The  next  morning  he  waited  upon 
Fatty  and  her  gallants  to  a  public 
breakfaft,  at  an  elegant  tavern  and 
bowling-green  near  the  town,  where  he 
found  a  confiderable  company  of  genteel- 
people,  of  both  fexesr 

It  may  be  necelTary  to  inform  the 
reader,  that  our  hero  had  changed  his 
rural  drefs,  fome  time  ago,  for  one 
more  fultable  to  the  times,  in  order  that 
he  might  not  be  flared  at  as  a  rufllc^, 
or  a  monfler,  by  the  fafhionable  people 
about  him;  fo  that  he  cut  u  very  neat 
and  elegant  figure  among  them  ;  rather 
in  the  medium,  between  the  fop  and 
the  down;  than  in  either  of  thofe  two 
extremes,  w^hich  are  equally  abfurd  and 
contemptible. — His  natural  fagacity  and 
eafinefs  of  manners  had  alfo,  from  his 
obfervations  of  the  moft:  aceomplifhed 
perfons  in  their  addrefs,  enabled  him 
to  acquire  fuch  an  unembarralTed  car- 
riage,  as   to    appear   with  very   great 

propriety 
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propriety  in  the  befl  bred  companies. 
— It  is  true,  lie  was  thus  far  deficient 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  that  he  could 
not  join  in  the  dance  u.-on  the  green, 
without  expofing  his  awkwardnefs  in 
an  exercife  which  he  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  improving  himfelf  in, 
beyond  the  extent  of  a  few  rural  ex- 
ploits in  that  way,  and  which,  by  no 
means,  would  be  proper  for  him  to 
exhibit,  in  a  polite  and  polifned  aflem- 
bly. — He,  therefore,  prudently  declined 
mixing  in  that  anim.ating  diverfion, 
though,  as  a  looker-on,  he  felt  himfelf 
wonderfully  pleafed  and  delighted. 

After  t'-.e  company  had  fatigued 
themfelves  wi:h  dancing,  it  being  a 
very  warm  day,  they  collefled  them- 
felves into  a  ring,  upon  the  green, 
and  fell  into  the  amufement  of  divert-. 
ing  each  other  by  laugh,  talk,  and 
fongs. 

Tatty 
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■  Patty  feated  herfelf  by  our  hero^  and 
was  tempting,  with  all  the  foft  blandiih- 
ments  in  her  power,  the  gentle  pafTions 
of  Philo  in  her  favour,  when  a  gentle- 
man began  to  fing,  in  a  melodious 
voice,  the  following  delightful  flrain, 
fiom  one  of  Pope's  paftorals. 

"  Go  gentle  gales  and  bear  my  fighs  away, 
**  To  Deliah  ear  the   tender  notes  convey. 
"  As  fo;ne  fad  tcrcle  his  loil  love  deplores, 
"  And    wi'.h    deep    murmers  fills    the   fjunding 

"  fiiores; 
*'  Thu?,  far  from  Delia  to  the  winds  I  mourn, 
**  Alike  unheard,  unpitied,  and  forlorn." 

He  had  no  fooner  finifhed  the  fame, 
which  he  executed  in  the  moll  foothing 
manner  im.^ginable,  thm  the  remem- 
brance of  Deli-^  the  /quire's  charming 
daughter,  with  lic-r  meek  and  modeft 
deportment,  caiDe  like  a  flream  of 
heavenly  mufic  acrjfs  the  fancy  of  our 
hero^  and  recalled  to  his  mind  the  dif- 
ference of  the  prepofTeflions  he  had  felt 

in 
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in  her  favour,  to  thofe  which  he  had 
imbibed  for  Patty. — He  grew  melan- 
choly and  thoughtful,  and  was  very  ill 
company  during  the  remainder  of  the 
morning.  Sturdy  s  account  of  Patty 3 
yefterday,  rufhed  into  his  mind,  and  he 
was  now  determined  to  lend  a  ferioirs 
ear  to  the  admonitions  of  his  faithful 
fervant. — He  left  Patty  to  her  gallants, 
with  evident  tokens  of  difpleafure  in 
his  countenance,  and  joined  the  wine* 
merchant^  who,  with  fome  friends,  had, 
at  this  time,  juft  ftepped  in  to  fee  what 
was  going  forward  among  the  young 
and  the  gay,  at  this  meeting,  but  find- 
ing nothing  worthy  his  attention,  and 
perceiving  Philo  to  be  much  inclined 
to  deferr  his  party  entirely,  he  took  our 
hero  to  his  own  houfe,  and  inquired, 
with  great  earneftnefs,  into  the  caufe 
of  his  fo  fuddenly  quitting  his  com- 
pany. 

This 
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Th's  brought  on  the  whole  train  of 
Phi/o's  engagements  with  Mifs  Martha 
and  her  gallants,  during  his  refidcnce 
at  her  father'sj  the  refult  of  which  was, 
tiiat  Patty\  condudt  appeared  to  the 
wine- merchant  to  be  nothing  more  than 
that  of  an  incorrigible  fiily  coquette^ 
who  had  no  paffions  but  thcfe  which 
were  excited  by  a  (Irong  propenficy  to 
obtain  the  univerfal  admir.jition  of  all 
the  blockheads  in  the  world. — He, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  fhe  was  no 
■wife  for  FhilOy  and  defired  him  to  fend 
for  his  man  Sturdy,  that  he  might  hear 
from  that  lioneft  Jellow  thofe  particulars, 
refpetting  Mifs  Martha,  which  Pkilo^ 
had  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  his  ac- 
count of  the  behaviour  of  the  lady  ia 
queftion. 

Sturdy  came  and  corroborated  every 
thing  he  hid  faid  to  his  mafter  the  pre- 
ceding day,  with  fuch  proofs  of  Patty's 

loofe 
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loofe  condud  with  her  gallants,  in  the 
abfence  of  our  herOy  although  Ihe  was 
very  attentive  to  him  when  he  was 
prefenr,  and  wheedled  liim,  and  coaxed 
him  (according  to  Sturdy  s  phrafe)  out 
ofhisfcnfes,  as  fo  unfufpecfting  a  per- 
fon,  that  the  nine-merchant  immediately 
fent  a  fevere  note  to  Fatty^  reprobating 
her  behaviour,  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
and  informing  her  that  he  was  io  pcr- 
fe<5lly  convinced  of  her  paying  no  re- 
gard to  his  admonitions,  when  he  firft 
introduced  the  fubjeft  to  her,  of  her 
engaging  the  affections  of  our  hcro^ 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  him  to  be 
deluded  any  longer  with  falfe  pretences, 
but.  that  he  Ihould  never  ^nter  the 
doors  again  of  her  unfortunate  father, 
whom  he  pitied  as  a  vs^orthy  parent, 
to  a  very  giddy  and  thoughtlefs  daugh- 
ter. 

From  the  preffing  folicitations  of  the 

uine-mer chant i    our  hero  took  up   his 

I  abode 
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abode  at  his  houfe ;  but  from  his 
difiike  and  contempt  of  the  condudt  of 
MIfs  Marthay  who,  he  perceived,  had 
been  playing  a  game  with  him,  which 
would  ultimately,  if  fhe  had  won  it, 
have  made  him  the  moft  miferable 
wretch  of  a  hufband  in  the  creation, 
he  fo  vehemently  turned  his  thoughts 
to  the  delicate  and  warm  impreffions 
v/hich  Delia,  the  /quire's,  daughter  had 
made  iipcn  him,  that  he  was  refolved  to 
return  home  direftly,  and  to  lay  himfelf 
and  his  fortunes  at  her  feet. 

He  employed  himfelf,  during  the  few 
days  he  continued  at  the  wine-mer- 
cbant^Sy  in  digefting  his  plan  of  a  re- 
treat from  the  fccnes  of  hypocrify,  vice, 
and  folly,  which  are  the  leading  marks 
of  diftinftion  among  the  multitude j 
and  which  were  now,  from  Mijs  Mar- 
ihas  duplicity  of  deportment,  become 
hateful  to  him. 


In 
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In  looking  over  the  finall  packet  of 
letters  of  recommendation,  which  the 
/quire  had  put  in:o  his  hands,  after  his 
diniiig  with  thai  hearty  gentle. nan  at 
his  houfe,  upon  the  fecond  day  of  his 
raiiibk  (which  the  reader  will  recolie(5b) 
he  fjund  one  direN!:led  to  a  man  of 
fortune,  and  of  a  very  hofpicable  cha- 
ra'fl-r,  not  above  tjn  r.ii'es  from  his 
prcfent  fnuation,  nor  farther  from  his 
own  hamlet  than  wliere  he  now  re- 
fided. 

In  confequence  of  his  ardent  refo- 
lution  to  piy  his  warm  and  fmcere 
addreffes  to  Delia,  the  fquire's  daugh- 
ter, he  very  juftly  thought  it  abfoiutely 
neceflary  to  v/ait  upon  the  above-men- 
tioned gentleman,  before  he  returned 
home,  entirely  out  of  refpedl  to  her 
father. 

Pbilo  had  never  intimated,  in  any  of 
his   converfations   with    the  wine-iner- 

chanti 
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chanty  which  happened  to  turn  to  the 
hearty  manners  of  the  joliy  fquire,  a 
tittle  about  his  daughter  Delia,  more 
than  his  having  juft  {ttn  her  and  her 
mother  at  dinner;  fo  that  he  now 
thought  it  would  be  very  improper  in 
him,  to  acquaint  the  wine-merchanty 
with  the  imprefiions  which  the  fight  of 
that  lovely  charmer  had  made  upon 
him,  fince  they  had  lain  fo  dormant, 
through  the  hurry  and  rumu't  of  his 
mind,  during  his  refidence  in  the  prefent 
populous  town,  until  they  were  roufed. 
by  the  fong  of  "  Go  gentle  gales,"  as 
to  admit  of  his  falling  into  the  wine- 
merchant'?,  fcheme,  of  a  matrimonial 
connexion  with  a  coquette. 

He  was  quite  at  a  lofs,  upon  his 
rjmin:,rions  concerning  the  above  af- 
fair, to  know  whether  the  wine-mer- 
chant had  not  rather  aifted,  upon  the 
occafion,  as  a  pander  in  favour  of  a 
worthlefs  young  woman,  than  as  a  real 

friend 
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friend  to  him,  and  he,  therefore,  ftepped 
into  a  poft-chaife,  with  his  man  Sturdy, 
and  left  the  wine-merchant ^  and  the  town, 
without  the  fmalleft  d.^gree  of  regret  on 
his  departure. 


Vol.  II.  M  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVL 

PHILO    MEETS    WITH    DELIA. 
A    MUTUAL    FLAME. 

THE  delightful  Delia,  uho  had 
equally'  felt  the  firll  approaches 
of  a  flame,  in  favour  of  our  heroy  when 
he  dined  with  her  father,  the  fquirey  but 
had  not,  like  him,  been  rufhed  into  any 
frefh  fcenes  of  hurry  and  diflipation,  to 
obliterate  the  foft  impreffion,  ruminated 
in  filence  and  fblitude  upon  the  tender 
ideas  which  were  lodged  in  her  breaft, 
until  they  had  impaired  her  health,  and 
deprefled  her  fpirits  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  her  parents  were  very  anxious  to 
find  out  the  caufe  of  a  fettled  melan- 
choly. 
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choly,  into  which  fhe  had  been  fo  unac- 
countably plunged. 

Bur,  notwitiiftanding  their  kind,  and 
prpetual  inquiries,  into  what  could 
poffib'y  have  made  fuch  a  fad  change 
in  (o  fprightiy  a  girl,  fhe,  from  excefs 
of  modefty,  *'  never  told  her  love,  but 
let  concealment,  like  a  worm  i'th'  bud, 
feed  on  htrr  damaik  cheek.'* 

The  circumftance  v/hich  had  more 
immediately  preflVd  upon  her  mind, 
and  plunged  her  into  forrow  and  de- 
fpair,  was  the  wine-merchajifs  letter  to 
her  father,  giving  an  account  of  the 
gay  life  which  Philo  was  entering  into, 
after  his  tumukuous  day's  abode  at 
Mrs.  Flump's  with  Furiojay  and  my 
iady  Finefeelings.  She  very  naturally  ap- 
prehended that  he  might  be  ftruck  with 
Ibme  beauty  among  the  belleSj  in  fo 
large  a  town,  and  fall  in  love  with 
another,  as  Ihc  had  done  with  him  3  and 
M  2  aa 
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as  (he  had  found  out,  from  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  Jquire  and  the  curatgy 
that  he  had  made  many  objeftions, 
though  ftrongly  folicited,  to  piy  a  vifit: 
to  her  father,  fhe,  as  naturally  con- 
cluded, that  he  had  felt  no  iimprefiions 
in  her  favour,  vv-hen  fhe  had  the  mif- 
■  fortune,  as  fl:ie  now  thought  it,  of 
feeing  him  at  dinner. 

But  the  ways  of  providence  are  fo 
unfearchable,  that  thefe  more  than  pro- 
bable concluHons,  which  poor  DelLi 
had  made  to  her  ov>n  difadvantage,  and 
which  had  thrown  her  into  the  moft 
diftra(5ling  train  of  gloomy  thoughts, 
fears,  and  perturbations,  proved  the 
very  means  of  her  being  immediately 
extricated  out  of  all  her  defponding 
fuggeftions,  and  of  raifing  her  hopes, 
and  fond  wifhes,  refpefting  our  heroy 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  flattering  expec- 
tation, which  the  bounded  heart  of  a 
true  lover  could  form,  in  its  mofl:  fan- 

guinc 
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gulne  defire  to  bend  the  coiirfe  of  acci- 
dents to  its  own  piirpofes,  and  to  fur- 
moLini  impoflibilicies. 

About  a  week  before  Philo  left  the 
ivine-merchant,  and  at  the  time  poor 
Delia  was  funk  into  the  utmoft  defpair 
of  ever  having  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
him  again,  the  [quire ^  by  the  advice  of 
his  ivife  and  the  curate^  propofed  to 
her  10  make  a  vifit  to  the  very  gentle- 
man, to  vv-hofe  houfe  our  hero  fet  out, 
as  fperifiieci  in  the  laft  chapter.  The 
Jquire  told  her,  that  he  hoped  the  com- 
pany of  the  gentleman's  lady  and 
daughters,  and  change  of  ficuation, 
would  be  the  means  of  reinftat  ng  her 
health  and  fpiritsj  and,  furthermore, 
dtfired  her  to  aflc  the  ge:.tlem  n  if 
PhilO)  a  young  man  whom  (he  might, 
perhaps,  recollefb  dining  vnih  him 
about  two  months  back,  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  tiiat  time,  waite-i  on  him,  in 
cunfequen:e  of  a  lc-t;er  of  rcconmien- 
M  3  dation 
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dation  \^hich  he  had  given  to  that  perfon. 
— He  likewife  commiflloned  Deliay  who, 
as  may  be  very  naturally  concluded, 
was  ready  to  faint  with  joy  at  her  father's 
propofals,  to  beg  the  fivour  of  the 
gentleman  to  make  fome  inquTies  after 
our  hrrOj  how  he  went  on  in  his  ramble, 
and,  if  he  hjd  not  left  the  large  town 
in  his  neighbourhood  (meaning  the 
place  of  Pbilo's  laft  refidence)  to  fend 
over  an  Invitation  to  him,  to  fpend  a 
few  days  at  h'S  houfe,  as  very  likely 
his  modefty,  notwitliftanding  his  letter 
of  recommendation,  might  prevent  his 
taking  that  liberty. 

The  readinefs  with  which  Delia  fell 
into  the  above  /chemej  gave  great  faiif- 
fa«5tion  to  her  parents,  though  they 
were  unacquainted  with  tlie  real  caufe 
of  the  fudden  turn  which  their  offer  had 

given   to   her   fjirits. They   were    fo 

pleafed  with  her  ea  ernefs  to  be  gene, 
thit  they  were  convinced,   in  their  own 

minds. 


RAMBLE    OF    PHILO.  247 

minds,  flie  wanted  nothing  but  a  jour- 
ney of  plealure,  in  a  different  fcene, 
to  roufe  her  from  a  fttcled  melancholy, 
which,  if  indulged,  might  terminate  in 
death,  or  the  lofs  of  her  fenfesj  fo  that 
ihe  was  fent  immediately  in  a  poft- 
chaife,  with  a  careful  fervant  on  horfc- 
back  to  attend  her,  and,  with  a  letter 
from  her  rrmther  to  the  gentleman  and 
his  family,  defcribing  her  late  iownefs 
of  fpirits,  and  defiring  them  to  remove 
k>  by  ^nz^idim,  her  in  parties  rS  r.iM* 
fure,  and  in  every  innocent  diverfion 
which  the  genrleman  and  his  lady  per- 
mitted their  daughters  to  partake  of. 

Delia  arrived  at  the  gentleman's  feat 
a  day  before  our  herOy  and  was  treated 
with  that  tendernefs  and  attention,  to 
which  the  natural  benevolence  of  the 
family,  and  her  mother's  letter,  excited 
them, 

M  4  They 
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They  foon  began  to  inquire  in  o  the 
caufe  of  her  dtrfpondency,  but  could 
make  noihing  of  it,  until  (he,  as  if  to 
wave  the  fubject,  delivered  her  father's 
melTage  refpefling  Pbilo. 

This  brought  on  a  particular  invef- 
tigation  concerning  our  bero;  and  as 
the  wonnen  generally  conclude,  perhaps 
rightly  enough,  that  young  girls  are 
feldom  melancholy  about  any  other 
affairs  but  thofe  of  love,  the  ladv  and 
her  daugliters  rallied  poor  Delia  about 
our  hero,  until  fhe  pouted,  blufhed,  and 
bit  her  lips,  and  feeiiied  amazingly 
angry,  though  fhe  was  very  glad  at 
her  heart  (according  to  the  vulgar 
phraze)  that  they  had  hit  the  right  nail 
on  the  head. 

Among  their  jokes  upon  Delit?,  they 
wondered  that  her  m^other,  who,  they 
faid,  was  a  lady  of  great  peneiration, 

had 
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had  not,  herfelf,  perceived  the  ciiile  of 
her  griefs  and  pains;  but  they  were 
unacquainted  wi  h  the  fquire\  frolicks, 
2nd  perverfe  tricks  at  his  table,-  when 
Pbilo  dined  witli  him  and  his  famiiy, 
which  v.'e  have  ftifficienrly  defcribtd,  to 
vindicate  the  mother  from  any  want  of 
f;gaci;y  upjn  tl.at  occifion. 

At  the  end  of  all  thcfe  iWMtting,  but 
no  unpleafing  jcfls  upon  Deling  fhc  had 
the  moititlca.ii-.'n  10  be  infoimedj  that 
the  dear  maHy  as  the  ladies,  in  the  r  g.iy 
manner,  ftylcd  our  heroy  had  never  been 
at  their  houfe — that  tiiey  had  never 
heard  of  him,  and  that,  very  probably 
they  faid  (in  order  to  teafe  htr,  and  to 
prvjbe  to  the  b;:t:cm  the  caufe  of  her 
complaint)  he  mull,  as  a  }0ung  man 
of  fortune,  who  h.ad  never  feen  the 
world,  have  been  picked  up,  long  befoi  e 
this,  by  fome  flafhy  girl  or  o;h  r,  iq 
the  large  tov/n  he  was  gone  to,  wiiere 
there  were  numerous  needy  lafles,  they 
M  5  faid. 
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faidj  who  would  leave  no  ftone  unturned 
to  fnap  up  fuch  a  bair. 

Although  poor  Delia  drove,  by  every 
effort  in  her  power,  to  appear  uncon- 
cerned at  this  lad  intelligence,  and  to 
conceal  her  inward  agitations  upon  the 
occafion,  yet  they  were  too  ftrongly 
marked  upon  her  countenance  and  be- 
haviour, every  now  and  then,  to  efcape 
the  no:ice"  of  her  coir.pany;  and  the 
only  confohiion  fhe  received,  and  which 
kept  her  withered  hopes  alive,  wjs  an 
order,  which  ihe  gentleman  gave  to  a 
jervant,  jiift  before  fhe  retired  to  bed, 
to  ride  the  next  mo-ning  to  the  town 
above-mentioned,  and,  if  he  found  our 
hero  in  ir,  to  defire  the  favour  of  him 
to  fpend  a  few  days  at  his  houfe,  ac- 
cording to  his  promife  to  the  jquire  of 

,    who  had    given  him,    as   he 

underftood,  a  letter  of  recommendation 
for  that  purpofe. 

4.  The 


RAMBLE   OF    PHILO.  251 

The  reader,  if  he  is  not  in  love,  nor 
has  never  been  a  lover,  will,  from  his 
having  heard,  or  read  fo  many  faithful 
accounts  of  the  vioknce  of  that  pafTion,. 
pity,  fram  the  inmoft  recefles  of  his 
heart,  if  he  has  got  an-y  he  rt  at  all, 
poor  Delia's  dreadful  anxiety,  from  the 
time  of  the  delivery  of  the  gentleman's 
mefiage,  refpefting  PbilOi  to  the  fer- 
vant,  until  his  return. 

■  The  apprehenfion  of  the  lofs  q£  empire 
to  a  monarch,  the  lofs  of  gold  to  a 
TniJeVj  or  the  lofs  o^  liberty  to  an  Englijh- 
man,  are  trivial  objeds  of  vex.ition,  to 
the  dread  of  the  lofs  of  the  beloved  to  a 
lover, 

Delia  could  ^ret  no  reft  all  night — 
fhe  wept  bitterly  j  and  although  ilie 
had  formed  a  refoluticn,  during  her 
diftrafted  thoughts,  to  ftrugglc  againft 
tne  torrent  of  affliflions  that  would 
M  6  overwhelm 
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overwhelm  her  in  cafe  Philo  was  mar- 
ried, or  not  to  be  found ;  yer,  her 
diftrefs  was  fo  vifible  to  the  family  the 
next  morning,  and  had  made  fuch  an 
alteration  in  her  perfon  for  the  worfe, 
that  they  forbore  touching  upon  that 
key,  which  they  had  played  upon  the 
preceding  day,  and  waited  with  almoft 
as  much  impatience  for  the  fervant's 
return  as  poor  Delia  \  whofc  extreme 
anxiety  on  the  fame  ac:ounc,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  feeble  attempts  to  conceal 
it.  was  manifcfled  in  the  whole  of  her 
condud  and  behaviour. 

Every  rap  at  the  door  made  her  ftart 
and  look  bhink — every  fuddcn  noife  in 
the  court,  of  the  fervants  and  the  tramp- 
ling of  horfes,  threw  h.-r  into  con- 
fufion. — The  ruftling  of  t'.c  leaves  upon 
the  trees,  by  a  guft  of  wine,  increafcd 
the  commoiion  in  her  lovely  breaft, 
while  the  ladies  of  the  houfe  fat  with 

the 
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the    moil  rerpc6irul  filcnce,    waicliing 
her  mO-ions,  and  pitying  her  diilr>;fi. 

Thus  was  poor  Delia  loll  and  bewil- 
dered in  impatience  and  anxiety,  and 
thfe  ladies,  her  companions,  almoft  as 
nauch  affedted  as  herfclf,  with  the  fame 
perturbatipn  of  fpirics  for  fome  fa  if- 
facftory  account  of  our  hero,  to  quell  the 
conflifts  in  her  troubled  foul,  vviitn  the 
fervant,  who  had  met  Pbilo  upon  the 
road,  and  by  an  accident,  not  worth 
relating,  had  difcovered  hi ni  to  be  the 
perfon  he  was  fcnt  to  incjuire  aker, 
came  galloping  into  t  e  coun,  folio .ved 
by  PbUo  ana  his  man  Sturdy ^  in  a  poll- 
chaife. 

Before  Z/t.'/j,  or,  even  the  hdies, 
could  collect  iheir  powers,  Fhilo  was 
uQicred  into  the  parlour  by  the  fervant, 
and  his  name  announced  to  the  aftonifli- 
ed  company. 

Wonderful 
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Wonderful  v.as  the  furprife  of  the 
ladies,  when  Pbilo^  perceiving  Delia  in 
an  arm  chair,  overv/helmcd  with  con- 
fufion,  fel!  down  upon  his  knees  before 
her,  and  bkfTed  the  great  God  who 
made  him,  that  he  had,  out  of  his 
infinite  goodnefs^  given  hrm  fb  unex- 
pefted,  and  fuch  an  early  opportunity 
of  pouring  forth  the  fincereft  vows  of 
love  £nd  friendfhip  for  her,  that  the 
warmeft,  and  the  moft  chafte  heart,  in 
the  creation  could  dictate. 

This  being  fo  very  ludden,  and  fuch 
a  new  mode  of  miaking  love  (though 
perfectly  in  our  hero'^  anim.ated  ftyle 
and  manner,  and  the  way  in  which  he 
had  refolved  to  accofl  the  divine  Delia, 
en  his  leaving  Mifs  Martha,  and  the 
town  in  which  he  had  laft  refided)  that 
the  ladies  were  terrified  at  his  exploits, 
and  thougl-.t  there  was  fonething  fo 
frantic  and  wild  in  his  behaviour,  that 
they  immediately  took   the  trembling 

Delia 
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Ddlla  into  another  room,  and  lefc  the 
am  izcd  Pbilo  to  ruminate  upon  the 
caufc  of  their  depaiture. 

The  gentleman  of  the  manfion  re^ 
turning  from  h's  morning  ride  when 
this  bufile  h?ippened,  and  following  his 
wife  and  daughters  into  the  parlour  to 
which  thry  were  condufting  the  fainting 
Z)^/vz,  was  informed  by  them  of  the  arrival 
of  our  hero,  and  the  ftrange  and  abrupt 
manner  in  which  he  hid  profefTed  his 
paflion  for  the  young  lady,  and  v\hich, 
ti.ey  faid,  was  out  of  all  ruks  of  deco- 
rum, and  favoured  more  of  the  mad- 
man than  the  lover;  for  where  true 
lov:;,  they  faid,  was  predominant  in  the 
breall,  difnden^e,  awe,  and  refpc<fl:j  weie 
the  only  marks  of  it. — But  the  gentle- 
man, being  a  man  of  the  greateft 
finceiiry  in  all  his  words  and  actions, 
called  his  wife  and  daughters  a  pack  of 
fools,   for   their   (lupid  notions  of  that 

filly 
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filly  parade,  and  nice  and  denrjiire  pro- 
ceedings with  a  real  lover,  whch  lolt, 
he  falu,  half  the  women  in  the  king- 
dom the  bcfl  hufbinds,  and  configned 
them,  gener.iUy,  to  the  very  worll. — 
He  retired  with  a  frown  of  difapproba- 
tion  at  iheir  leaving  our  h^ro^  and 
joined  him  in  the  other  i  arloiir,  with 
fuch  a  chearful  countenan'e,  and  fuch 
warm  expreiTions  of  a  hearcy  weLome 
to  his  houfe,  that  Philo  v.as  foon  re- 
l.eved  from  the  painful  apprehenfion  of 
his  having  comiTiitced  fo.ne  dre.idfjl 
miftake  in  his  addrefs  to  Delias  v^hich 
might  terminite  in  t:'.e  total  loU  of  his 
charmer. 

The  gentlt-man,  af:er  having,  in  th^ 
molt  refpedful  manner,  made  every 
necefTary  inquiry  into  O'lr  hero\  for- 
tune, and  his  irionves  for  paying  h'3 
addrefies  to  Delia,  received  fu:h  an 
open  account  from  PhilOf  with  regird 

to 
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to  all  his  concerns,  and,  in  p:ir.icuLir, 
liis  difintereftcd  affe6lion  in  favour  of 
the  young  lady,  that  he  concludrd  our 
rambler  to  be  a  mod  defirable  match  for 
the  objc6t  of  his  adoration. 

Fie  acquainted  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters with  the  obfervations  he  had  made, 
and  reconciled  them  to  his  opinion. 
He  brought  the  lovers  together,  and 
proved  their  reciprocal  paflion  for  each 
Othcr>  notwithftanding  the  dclicat::!  hefi- 
tation,  on  the  part  of  Delia^  to  confefs 
her  flim.e.  He  fent  a  fervant  to  the 
fquire  and  his  lady,  with  a  full  account 
of  [htfe  extraordinary  tranfadionsi  and 
received  fiom  them,  in  anfv/er  to  his 
letter,  the  mofl:  fatisfailory  acknowledg- 
ments of  our  bero's  f  )rtune  and  v;orth, 
and  their  extreme  delight  to  find  that 
Delia's  melancholy  had  proceeded  from 
a  caufe,  which  the  hand  of  providence 
had  worked  fo  much  in  her  favour, 
that   by  an  arcident,  tot.div  unf  jrefeen 

by 
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by  them,  would  prove  a  wonderful 
bkfling  to  herfelf^  and  the  greateft  of 
comforrs  to  her  parents.  They  con- 
cluded their  letter,  which  tiiey  jointly 
figned,  with  a  prefling  invitation  to  one 
of  the  daughters  of  the  gentleman,  to 
accompany  Delia  and  her  lover  to  their 
feat,  as  foon  as  the  neceflary  prepara- 
tions could  be  made,  and  Deha  could 
be  pievailed  upn  .o  exchange  her 
maiden  biulhes,  and  quaint  denials,  for 

Philoj  V. hich  they  were  ptrfeflly  con- 
vinced, from  the  gentleman's  infjrma- 
tion,  fhe  had  had  io  long  at  heart,  and 
which  would  be  the  only  means  c£ 
putting  an  end  to  her  late  mifery,  and 
cnfuring  her  future  happinefs. 

In  conftquence  of  the  above  hearty 
concurrence  of  her  parents,  to  her 
entering  into  the  holy  bands  of  matri- 
mony with  our  hero  J  Delia  no  longer 
beficated,.  but  confefTed  her  paffion  for 

him. 
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him,  in  terms  fuffi-ciently  warm  and 
captivating,  to  make  Philo  the  happieft 
morral  upon  earth,  and  to  rcvard  him 
for  all  thofe  fi/iguLr  viitucs  which  he 
had  exhibited  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  ramble. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVII. 

PHILO    RETURNS    HOME    WITH    HIS 
CHARMER. 

THE  preparations  being  made  for 
the  retreat  oftlie  lovers  from  this 
hofpitabie  manfion,  where  they  had  been 
treated  with  all  the  fincere  marks  of 
kindnefs  wliich  they  deferved,  the 
gentleman  handed  them  into  his  owo 
chariot,  with  one  of  his  daughters, 
gaily  attired,  to  accomp.iny  them>  and 
mounted  Sturdy  and  a  fervant  upon  a 
brace  of  hun'ers,  to  efcort  thc^m  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  hum  in  felicity  — <z 
fortunate  m.'irri.ige  of  two  real  lovers. 

Tliis  happy  couple,  vvi:h  their  charm- 
ing companijnj   together  wi:h  the  joy- 
ful 
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fill  Sturdy,  and  the  delighted  fervanr, 
arrived  at  the  /quired  fct,  v\ichout  any 
occurrences,  but  thofe  v.hi.h  innocent 
love  and  fricndfiiip  produced. 

Tr.ey  were  received  by  the  fquire 
and  his  lady,  wi  h  that  gladncls  of  heart 
which  none  bu"  parents  can  feel,  upon 
t\\c  fettling  of  their  cliildrcn  in  foch  a 
■way,  that  t'le  profpe-fb  before  them  is 
replete  with  thtlr  future ^  as  well  as  their 
prefent  happinefs. 

The  fquire,  with  that  open  honefty 
of  foul  fo  natural  to  him,  informed  our 
hero  that  Delia  was  in  her  twentieth 
year,  that  he  had  a  fon  at  Oxford  in  his 
eighteenth,  to  whom  he  had  by  will 
left  his  eftate,  wiih  a  provifion  for  his 
filter,  on  her  marriage,  which  was  a 
fortune  of  feven  thoufand  pounds,  and 
which  he  was  now  enabled  to  pay,  with- 
out encumbering  his  ellate  in  any  de- 
gree, fo  as  10  injure  his  heir;    that  he 

had 


t67  ramble   of   PHILO. 

had    loft    many   cluldren,    and    that    if 
Delia   Oiould    happen    to    furvive    her 
brother  before  liis  fettling  in  the  V70i-id, 
and   producing   heirs  of  his   ov/n,   the 
whole  of  his  fortune  would  center  in 
her  line,   in  cafe  he,  hiinfelf,   with  the 
good  will  of  his  wife,  could   not  propa- 
gate another  chick  from  the  old  ftock, 
■which,  he  faid,   he   had  tried   hard  for, 
to  prevent  the  dreadful  misfortune   of 
outliving  his  children,  and  dying  with- 
out ilTue;  that  D^//«'s  late  melancholy, 
which  they  could  by  no  means  account 
fcr,   had   terrified   him  and  his  wife  to 
the  brink  of  diftraftion,  in  confcquence 
of  their  fears  of  lofing  her,  but  that  the 
caufe  of  her  lownefs  of  fpirits  having 
proved  to   be  a  violent  paffion  which 
Hie  had  conceived  for  fo  excellent  and 
fuch  a  worthy  objeft  of  her  adoration, 
as  our  ^^^c;   he  was  ready  to  run  mad 
with  the  delightful  profpeft  he  had  in 
view  of  enfuring  a  progeny  by  the  im- 
mediate marriage  of  his  daughter,  with 

fo 
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(o  found,  and  fuch  a  fine  young  gentle- 
man. 

As  the  above  offers  fronn  the  fquire 
were  fo  juft  and  exemrjhry,  it  is  nced- 
lefs  to  lay  that  Pbilo  accepted  of  tr;em, 
fince  the  reader,  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  difinterefted  ch.irafter  of  our  hera, 
throughout  all  his  proceedings,  will 
conclude,  that  he  would  have  been 
farisfied  with  half  the  above  portion 
with  his  beloved  DcUay  or  even  been 
contented  with  taking  her  to  his  hamlet, 
without  a  penny  in  her  pocket. 

After  the  marriao-e  fetclement  was 
adjufted  on  the  part  of  the  fquire,  his 
daughter  Delia,  and  our  hero,  there  was 
nothing  left  to  be  executed,  but  the 
ocremony  of  joining  a  couple  together, 
T/ho  were  in  great  hafle  to  confummate 

their    approaching    felicity. But,   as 

Pkilo  wifhed  of  all  things,  that  his  old 
friend,  the  par/on,  fhouid  be  the  minif- 

tcring 


i6+  RAMBLE    OF    PHILO. 

tering  hand  to  clofe  the  fcene  of  his 
ramble,  in  fo  {\^-tet  a  conjunflion,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  Jquire  to  proceed 
with  h.m  and  Delia  to  his  own  houfe, 
together  v/ith  the  lady  of  the  manfion, 
as  likewife  the  daughter  of  the  gencle- 
inan  who  had  acconnpanied  our  lovers 
to  the  prefent  phce  of  their  abode. 

The  old  family  coach  was  furbifhed 
up,  and  the  morning  come,  when  our 
lovers,  with  the  young  lady,  and  the 
mother  of  the  delightful  Deliay  were 
handed  into  it  by  the  jovial  Jquire^  with 
fuch  hearty  kiffes,  fnatched  from  the 
bafhful  young  lady,  his  willing  wife, 
and  his  grateful  daughter,  that  all  the 
joys  of  the  world  feemed  to  concentre 
in  this  moft  enraptured  party. 

Previous  to  their  fetting  out  upon 
this  moft  happy  expedition,  the  faithful 
Sturdy  had  been  fent  on  horfeback  to 
his  matter's  habitation,  to  inform  the 

family 
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family  of  all  particulars,   and  to  snake 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Philo  and   his   company.     The 
gentleman's  chariot,  fcrvants,  and  horfes, 
had   likewifc   been    fcnt   back,    with    a 
letter  of  thanks  from   the  fquirej   in   his 
own  ftyle,  informing  him  and  his  lady 
that  their  daughter  had  fiolen  away^   in 
order  to  be  prefcnt  at  the  nuptials  of 
Del/ay    in    the    pleafing   capacity    of    a 
bridemaid.       The    man    v/ho    ufed    to 
convey    in    a    cart,    occafionaliy,    fuch 
hampers,  &c.    which   were  directed   to 
our  hero's  remote  hamlet,  was  enoao;ed 
as  a   guide;  fo  that  the /qui^e  upon  a 
fine   hunter,    the  curate  upon   another, 
and  the  above-men. ioned  carrier  upon 
a  ftouL  hackney,   preceded,   in  a  joyous 
cavalcade,    the  old   family   ccach,    in 
which  were  enclofcd,   more  fubftantial 
treafures    than    ever   arrived    from   the 
Eaft  or  Weft-Indies. 

Vol.  II.  N  The 
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The  road  from  the  /quire's  feat  t.o 
Philo's  hamlet  being,  as  formerly  de- 
fcribed,  a  very  intricate  one,  and 
through  a  moiinrainous  and  woody 
country,  great  difHculties  occurred  in 
getting  the  coach  along  a  devious 
courfe  of  narrow  lanes,  rifing  hills,  and 
deep  vales;  but  the  Jquire,  being  the 
only  man  in  the  world  to  overcome  all 
thefe  impediments,  he,  by  his  addrefs 
and  fine  fpirits,  brought  his  coach  and 
its  charming  contents  fafe  into  harbour, 
without  any  accidents  upon  the  road., 
but  what  conduced  to  render  the  very 
difficulties  he  and  his  ci"iar2;e  Iiad  ex- 
perienced,  a  fubject  of  much  pleafantry, 
and  delightful  retrofpeflive  conver- 
fation. 

Sturdy  having  been  informed  of  tlie 
day  his  mailer  and  his  company  would 
arrive,  had  made  ample  preparations  for 
their  reception.     Pie  had  provided  for 

them 


RAMBLE    OF    P  H  I  L  O.  767 

them,  v/ith  the  afTiftance  of  the  old 
woman,  the  houfekeeper,  the  cojk,  and 
the  boy,  &g.  a  moft  plentiful  dinner, 
and  exceeding  comfortable  beds,  and 
every  other  conveniencies  for  fervants, 
horfes,  &c.  and  hid  done  this  bufinefs 
fo  completely,  that  he  was  upon  the 
it)ok-out  at  the  end  of  the  village,  with 
nearly  all  its  inhabicants,  anxioufly  wait- 
ing for  their  appearance,  an  hour  befure 
their  arrival. 

Upon  the  fqulre  and  the  curate j  pre- 
ceded by  their  guide,  coming  full  fpeed,, 
with  a  coach  and  four  fine  horfes  behind 
them,  a  fight  which  the  inhabitants  of 
this  remote  part  of  the  world  had  never 
beheld  in  their  lives,  they  fet  up  fuch 
a  cry  of  gratulation  and  applaufe,  that 
Philo's  hamlet  refounded  with  the  fliouts 
of  the  giddy  fpedlators,  and  the  welkin 
rung  with  the  thundering  peal,  while 
the  "  babbling  echo"  returned  the  joy- 
ful clamour  from  her  favourite  hills  and 
N  2  dales 
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dales  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  fuch 
a  poweiful  reverberat'ionj  that  proved, 
or  feenied  to  prove,  how  exquifitely  fhc 
was  charmed  upon  the  prefent  truly 
dtlightful  occalion. 


't3' 


The  farfon  received  our  hero  with 
the  te.irs  of  joy — the  old  woman,  the 
houfekeeper,  fainied  wiih  excefs  of  blifs 
— the  poor  boy  was  fo  glad  he  did  not 
know  Vvhat  to  do  with  himfelf,  and  the 
cook  jumped  about  the  kitchen  like  an 
idiot. — The  barrels  were  fa  afloat  for 
the  ruCiics — the  dinner  was  ferved  up, 
and  ihc  day  and  the  evening  was  pafled 

in    RURAL    MIRTH    iVND    JOLLITY. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVIII. 

TH£    NUPTIALS    OF    PHILO,    AND    THE 
DELIGHTFUL    DELIA. 

ON  the  morning  of  Philo's  wed- 
ding, Phoebus,  arrayed  in  his 
brighteft  robes,  chafed  away  the  clouds 
from  the  fky — Venus  hovered  in  the 
air,  carcfling  her  fon  Cupid,  upon  the 
pureft  and  moft  exemplary  of  all  his 
exploits — Minerva  and  Ceres  joined 
the  etherial  afieaibly,  while  Juno  gave 
a  le6lure  to  Jupiter  upon  the  inviol- 
able rio;hts  of  the  marriao-e  bed — 
Hymen,  preceded  by  the  country 
7tymphs  2iX\d  [wains i  led  the  bride  dinX 
bridegroom  to  the  altar,  while  the 
Graces  furrounded  the  heavenly  maid, 

and 
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and  held  forth  her  divine  charms  to  the 
enraptured  fpe^tators. — The  par/on  per- 
formed the  facred  contrail,  and  the 
Jquire,  his  wifey  the  bridewaid,  and  the 
curate,  felt  unutterable  joys. — The  day 
was  fpent  in  feftivity,  and  the  night  in 
thofe  myjierious  delights  which  muji  not 
be  defcribed» 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIX. 

CONCLUSION. 

TPI E  fqu'ire  continued  with  the 
happy  pair  a  few  days  after  their 
marriage,  confulting  fchemes  for  their 
future  convenience  in  their  remote 
fituation. 

In  confequence  of  which,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  communication  be- 
rween  the  fquire\  feat  and  Philo's  ham- 
let ihould  be  rendered  more  pafTable, 
by  opening  and  mending  the  road  3  that 
the  /quire  Ihould  buy  and  fend  an 
elegant  chariot,  with  fome  clever  horfes, 
for  their  accommodation,  with  other 
particulars  not  worth  mentioning — ex- 
cept one  command,  which  the  /quire 
a  infilled 
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infifted  upon,  viz.  that  Philo  fliould 
come  in  the  hunting  feafon,  and  join 
hinr.  and  the  curate  in  their  favourite 
diverfion,  notwithllanding  his  former 
cbjeftions  to  hare-hunting. 

All  thefe  affairs,  and  many  others 
being  fettled,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaflion 
of  the  parties,  the  f^uire  returned  home, 
with  his  lady  and  the  €urate^  in  high 
fpirits,  leaving  the  nymphs  the  hridemaidy 
to  be  a  wi;nefs  to  thofe  fubftantial  joys 
vhich  refult  from  a  happy  and  prof- 
perous  union  of  two  real    lovers  in 

the    HOLY    BANDS    OF    WEDLOCK. 
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